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Verfion of the MOTTOES. 



105". By variotis impulie led, anq blind defire. 

io6. Time oUhehites the ^b00i of pnjulice^ mi t^nArm 
the judgment of nature. 

Fate never ffiwt more pow^ftd docuincm t 

On what a frail foundation ihnd the proad« f, X0« 

107. Ofl themes alternate now the two reeite 2 
The Mnfts in aitemate themes deiigfat* 

J 08. ^— Daretobewift; 

Begin, and iciae dils minute as it Bei. 
He whoprorogues fkhr Duty's hap|>y hotlf| 
Nor cultivates the moments in his pow'r, 
Waits, Ijice the clown, until the rolling tide 
Kun down ; which ghdes, and (hall for ever gfidt. 

I op. Grateful the ^ ! a member to the Hate, 
If you that member uleful ihall create; 
TrainM both to war, and when the war fhaSl ceaic^ 
As fond as fit t^ improve the arts of peace. 

i For much it boots which way yoii train yovr hayp 

I The hopeful objeA of your future joy. 

I to. Tous who feek the Lord of life alotit, 
I Xiv ckxcd Ugltkt, the freecft p««« is fttfmU* 
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No. 

Through hope and faith a bldsM foretaOe we find. 

Of joys that leave the preleot joys behind : 

In diff'ient cha^itel^ and of different cad, 

lUini pleaHve fbtor^ and the pkaiinepaA. 

111. The more ha(l^ the worfe i^eed. 

112. The peevifii (till IS in alanhSy 
£a^ trifle iets the wretch in arms. 

1 13 . And have you wedded then, my friendi a wife? 
Say with what fiuy have yott cuTs'd your life? 

11^. O horrid to relate ! 

Aboitt man's life they sever hefitatc. 

II ^. ^They're trifles, but what hulbands cannot bear. 

1 16, The ox would curvet, and the deed would plough. 

117. On hig^ Olympus they would Offa throw ; 
Here leafy P^/ioii^ into Heaven to gp. 

How fsvttt to lyt and htar tlr mcTeoHent winds ! -^ 

Or ^hcn the wintry (buth its waters pour% 

Our flumbers by its aid t'indiilge icciire I / • 99< 

But 'nought's more joyous than to occupy 

^Iht lofty top of placid Leanibg's tow'r% 

Thence to look down, and all around behold 

Poor devious mortals afk the way of life ! p. loo. 

* 

- f 1 8. How many dras unpity'd dye, 

And in the depth of darknefi lye! 



/jr^; laulcs lay on athcr fide tha Trojan tow'rs : 
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120. To C^rus* tfarooe Phraates raisM, 
Juft Virtue iroin ttie^IelsM debas'd : 
Refimng thus the people's choice^ 
She bid diein not abuie their voice. 

121. Avaunty ye imitators^ (ervile herd f 

122* I know not with what fweets the native GQ 
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1 23. The early tin^hire never quits the ca0c ; — Or, 
"What U bred in the bone^ will never Qot of the flefli. 

124, To range in filence through eacH iieakbfnl wood. 
And mui& what's worthy of the wiie and good. 

t2S» If wridng's rules I know not to pceferv^ 
The poet's name how can I e'er deierve f 

i26. Each great is nothing but coUedted fmalls. 

127. Some end but forrily who well begin. 
And oft the boy's fiiperior to the man. 

126. A life iecure from care 
'Was nor Eacian Peleus' lot, 
Kor godlike Cadmus* (hare. 
What poets (ay of them, is this : 
They had the higheft human blifs. 

12p. O now, he find, now Dedalus, my boy, 
A field for genius you enjoy. 
Kot cmly lands, but (eas now Mints* nght ; 
Kor earth nor watecowix^ ovk K\^t, 
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Heav'n fBll U open : try we Heaven's hi^fi-sny. 
Forgive, great Jove^ our bold tSky. 

S30. No nuft £> blights the vernal mei^ 
"When fummerV ibhty heat foceeed^ 
As one fell moment i>laAs the blow 
That gave the tender cheek to glow. 
Some b«aaty*s fitatcb'd each ilajTi each hoiiri 
For beauty is a fleetbg flow'r : 
Then who that's wife, will e'er confide 
Infocfaafrail, £> poor a pride ^ 

1 3 l.:lldU fallow FoitMie, to the gods draw s^ I 
Frequent the happy, from the wretched Ry» 
As fife from water, or as ffanr from fbr, 
Remote fiwn i^^t convenience nes as ny* 
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'Animorum 



Juv. 

IWas lately confidering, among other objefU 
of (peculation, the new attem^ of an umver^ 
fid rt^/Uri an office, in which every man 
may lodge an account of his fuper^uities and 
wants, of whatever he defires to purchale or to 
fell. My imagination fobn prefented to me the 
latitude to which this defign may be extended by 
integrity and induifay, and the advantages which 
may be juftly hoped from a general mart of inteU 
ligence, when once its reputation (haU. V^^ ^o ^%a^ 
faliihed, that neither reproach not it^uU'iL ^v^'^o^ 
VoL.V. A ' fe-ax^^ 
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feared from it ; when an application to it fhall not 
be cenfured as the laft re$>ur(t;x)f defperation, nor 
its informations fuTpeded as the fortuitous fugge- 
itions of men obliged not to appear ignorant. A 
place where every exuberance may be difcharged, 
and every deficiency fupplied ; where every law- 
ful paflion may find its gratifications, and every 
honed curiofity receive fatisfadlion ; where the 
flock of a nation, pecuniary and intelledlual, may 
be brought together ; and where all conditions of 
humanity may hope to find relief, pleafure, and 
accommodation, mufl equally deferve the attention 
of the merchant and philofopher, of him who 
mingles in the« tumult of bufinefs, and him who 
only lives to amufe himfelf with the various em- 
ployments and purfuits of others. Nor will it be 
an uninftrufling fchool to the greateft mafteri of 
method and difpatch, if fuch multiplicity can be 
preferved from embarraflment, and fuch tumult 
from inaccuracy. 

While I was concerting this ^lendid proje6l, 
and filling my thoughts with its regulation, its 
conveniencies, its variety, and its confequences, I 
funk gradually into flumber. But images, though 
Icfs dilHnft, ftill continued to float upon the fancy, 
I perceived myfelf at the gate of an immenfe e- 
difice, where innumerable multitudes were pafs- 
Ing without confufion. Every face on which I 
^cdmy eyes, fecmed fetdcd in the contempla- 
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tion of fome important purpofe, and every foot 
haftened by the incitement of expedtation. I fol- 
lowed the croud, without knowing whither I 
fhould be drawn; and remained a while in the un- 
pleafmg ftate of an idler, where all other beings 
were bufy, giving place every mome9t to thofe 
who had more importance in their looks. A(ha- 
med to ftand ignorant/ and afraid to afk queiUons^ 
at laft I faw a ludy fw^eping by me, whom, by the 
quicknefs of her eyes, the agility of her fteps, and 
a mixture of levity and impatience, I knew to be 
my long-loved protedbreft. Curiosity* " Great 
Goddefs, {faid I)y vinay thy votary be permitted 
to implore thy favour. If thou haft been my 
diredirefs from the -firft dawn of reafon; if I 
have followed thee through the maze of life 
with invariable £delity f if I have lifiened to e«> 
very new call, and quitted at thy nod one pur- 
fuit for another; if I have never- flopped at the 
" invitations of fortune, nor forgoti thy authority 
" in the bowers of pleafure; inform me now whi- 
** ther chance has condu^d me/' 



« 
<c 

€< 
€i 






Thou art now (replied the fmiliog. power) in 
the prefence of Justice ^nd of Thu.tJj, whoa 
the Father of gods and men has f<^t down to 
** regifter the demands and pretenAons of man* 
*• kind, that the worjd may at laft b^ reduced to 
order, and that none may complain hsx^^ixfix 
of being doomed to tafks for wVdcYv xYic^ ^^ >mv- 

A z c^^X'AS'^i 
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'* qualified, of poiTeffing fkoildes for which they 
cannot find employment, or virtues that languiih 
unobfeTved for want of opportunities to exert 
'* them; of being encumbered with fuperfluities 
** which they would willin^y wfign, or of waiting 
'^ away in defires which ought to be fatisfied. 
'* Justice is now to examine every man's wifhes, 
** and Truth is to record them. Let us approach, 
** and obferve the progrefs of this great tranfac- 
«* tion/' 

She then moved forward; and Truth, who knew 
her among the moil faithful of her f<^owers, bec- 
koned her to advance, till we were placed near the 
feat of Justice. The firft who required the af- 
liilance of the ofHce, coming forward with a flow 
pace and tumour of dignity, and fhaking a weigh- 
ty jpurfe in his hand, demanded to be regiftered by 
Truth, as the Mecetuu of the prefent age, the 
chief encourager (^literary merits to whom men of 
leammg and wit might apply in any exigence or 
difbrels, with certainty of fuccour. Justice very 
mildly enquired, whether he had calculated the ex- 
pence of fuch a declaration ? whether he had been 
kiformed what number of petitioners would fwarm 
about him ? whether he could diftinguifh idlenefs or 
negligence from calamity, oftentadon from know- 
ledge, or vivadty fiom wit ? To thefe queftions 
he feemed not well provided with a reply, but re- 
pcHted his defirc to be recorded a patron. Just- 
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icB then ofFered to regifter his propofal, on thefe 
conditions. That he fhould never fulFer himfelf to be 
flattered, that he fhould never delay an audience 
when he had nothing to do, and that he fhould 
never encourage Mlowers without intending to re« 
ward them. Thefe terms were too hard to be ac- 
cepted: for what, faid he, is the end of patronage, 
bat the pkafme of reading dedications, holding 
mnltitades in fufpenfe, and enjoying their hopes, 
dieir fears, and their anxiety ; flattering them to 
aflidnity, and, at lafl, difraiffing them for impt* 
tience? Justice beard his confeflion; and or- 
dered his name to be polled upon the gate among 
cheats, and robbers, and public nuifances, which 
all were by that notice warned to avoid* 

Another required to be made known as the difco« 
verer of a new art of education, by which aH lan« 
guages and fciences might be taught to all capacx<< 
ties and all inclinations, without fear of puniihment, 
pain of confinement, lofs of any part of the gay 
mien of ignorance, or any obffandion of the ne<» 
cefTary progftfs in drcfs, dancing, or cards. 

Justice and Truth did not trouble this great 
adept with many enquiries ; but finding his addreis 
awkward, and his fpeech barbarous, ordered him 
to be regiflered as a tall fellow who wanted em-* 
ployment, and might ferve in any pofl where. tk<. 
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knowledge of reading and wridDg was not re- 
quired. 

A man of a very grave and philofophic afpe^ 
required notice to be given of his intention to fet 
out at a certain day, on a fubmarine voyage, and of 
his willingnefs to take in paiTengers for no more 
than double the price at which they might fail a* 
bove water. His defire was granted ; and he reti- 
red to a convenient fland, in expedation of filling 
his fhip, and growing rich in a fhort time, by th& 
fecrecy, fafety, and expedition of the paiTage. 

Another deilred to advertife the curious, that he 
had, for the advancement of true knowledge, con- 
trived an optical inftrument, by which thofe who 
laid out their induihy on memorials of the wind, 
might obferve the dirediion of the weathercocks 
on the hither fide of the lunar world. 

Another wifhed to be known as the author of an 
invention, by which cities or kingdoms might be 
made warm in winter by a iingle fire, a kettle, 
and pipe. Another had a vehicle by which a man 
might bid defiance to floods, and continue floating 
in an inundation, without any inconvenience, till the 
water fhoold fubfide. Justice confidered thefe 
projedb as of no importance but to their authors, 
and therefore fcarcely condefcended to examine 

them; 
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diem ; bat Truth refbfed to admit them into the 
regifier. . 

T^ventydifierott pretenders came ia ope hoar ttr 
give notice of an aniverfal medidne, by which aU 
difeafes might be cored or prevented, and life pro- 
traded to the -age". of ;M^ ;.* but" JrsticB in- 
formed them, that, one univerfal medicine waa 
fiifficient, andihewooU delay die notificadon of 
her office, till file law who conld longeft prefervo 
his own life. 

A dioufand other claims and offers were exhi- 
bited and examined. I remarked among this 
mighty moldtude, diat, of intellednal advantages, 
many had great exuberance, and few confeiled any 
want ; of every art there were a hundred profef* 
fors for a iingle pupil : but of other attainments, 
fuch as riches, honours, and preferments, I found 
none that had too much, but thoufands and ten 
thoufands that thought themfelves endded to a lar- 
ger dividend. 

It often happened, that old mifers, and women 
married at die clofe of life, advertifed their want 
of children; nor was it uncommon for thofe who 
had a numerous offspring, to give notice of a fon 
or daughter to be fpared. But though appearances 
promifed well on both fides, the bax^^ixv^^^k^TSL 
fucceeded; for theyfoon loft theix ixiOcocasa&i^ ^^ 
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adopted ch3dtai> and pibdaimed intenfions to 
promote fome fcheme of public charity : a thoo^ 
fand propofals were immediately made^ among 
which they hefitated till death predaded the de* 
cifion* 

- Aa I fiood lookii^ on diii foene of confofion, 
TavTB condelcended to aflc mi what was my 
huSntA at hef office ? I was ftniiek with the on* 
expected qaefiiony and awaked by my efforts to 
anfwerit. 



1^106. 



N* 106. Saturday^ March 23. 1751, 



OfifUMum eommiuta debt dies, natura judicia con* 

Cic. 

IT is neceflary to the fuccefs of flattery, that it 
be accommodated to particular circumftances 
or charafierSy and enter the heart on that fide 
where the paflions ftand ready to receive it. A 
lieidy feldom liftens with attention to any praife but 
diat of her beaaty ; a trader always expeds to 
Kear of his influence at the bank, his importance 
on the exchange, the height of his credit, and the 
extent of his traffic; and the author will fcarcely 
be pleafed without ibme lamentations of the neg- 
left of le^uniii^, the confpirades agiunft genius^ 
4n tkie flow progrefs of merit, and fome praifes 
of the difintereftednefs and miagiiahimity of thoft 
who encounter poverty and contempt in the caufe 
of literature, and trull for the reward of their la* 
hours to the judgment and gratitude of pofterity. 

An aflTurance of unfading laurels and immortal 
reputation, is the fettled reciprocation of cx<n!i^ 



between amicable writers ; to mt^ momimettts 
. Vol. Y. B dwrAU 
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durable than hrafs^ and more con/^icuous than pyramdsy 
is the general boaft of literature : but among the 
innumerable architects that ere£t columns to them- 
felves, far the greateft part, either for want of 
durable materials, or of art to difpofe them, fee 
their edifices perifh as they are towering to com- 
pletion i and thofe few that for a while at- 
tradl the eye of mankind, are generally weak in 
the foundation, and foon fink by the faps of time. 

No place affords a more ftriking convidion of 
the vanity of himian hopes, than a public library : 
for who can. fee the wall crouded on every fide 
by niighty volumes, the works of laborious medi- 
tation and accurate enquiry, now fcarcely known 
but by the catalogue, and preferyed only to en- 
creafe the pomp of learning, without confidering 
how many hours- have been; wafted in vain endea- 
vours, how often imagination has anticipated the. 
praifes of futurity, how- many Aatucs have rifen 
to , the eye of vanity, how many ideal converts 
have elevated zeal, how often wit has exulted in 
the eternal infamy of his antagoniils, and ambi- 
tion delighted in the gradual advances of herau* 
thority, the immutability of her decrees, and the 
perpetuity of her power ? 



-Non unquam dedit 



Documenta fors majora, qtiam fragiti loco 
SfarM /uferbi, ■■ 



Of 
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Of the innumerable authors whofe performan- 
ces are thus treafured up in magnificent obfcurity, 
moil are undoubtedly forgotten, becaufe they have 
never deferved to be remembered ; and owed the 
honours which they once obtained, not to judg- 
ment or to genius, to labour or to art, but to the 
prejudice of fadtion, the (h^tagems of intrigue* 
or the fervility of adulation. 

Nothing is more common, than to find men 
whofe works are now totally negledled, men- 
tioned with praifes by their contemporaries, as the 
oracles of their age, and the legiflators of learn- 
ing. Curiofity is naturally excited ; their vo- 
lumes after long enquiry arc found, but feldom 
reward the labour of the fearch. Every period 
of time has produced thofe bubbles of artificial 
fame, which are kept up a while by the breath 
of fafhion, and then break at once and are for- 
gotten. The learned often bewail the lofs of an- 
cient writers whofe characters have furvived their 
works J but, perhaps, if we could now retrieve 
them, we fhould find them only the Gramfilles^ 
Montagues^ Stepneys, and Sheffields of their time, 
and wonder by what infatuation or caprice they 
rofe to reputation. 

It cannot however be denied, that many have 
•funk into oblivion whom it were unjufl to num- 
ber with this defpicable dafs, Y^ow^ Vircii^ ov 

B 2 \i\sx«xi 
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literary fame feem deftme^ to various meafures of 
duration. Some fprvad. into exuberance with a 
very fpeedy growth, but ibpn widier and decay ; 
fome nfe more Howly, but lail long, Pamafus 
has its flowers of traniient fragrance^ as well as 
its oaks of towering height, and its laurejis of e* 
temal verdure. 

Among thofe whofe reputation is exhaufled in 
a ihort tiine by its own luxuriance, are the wri- 
ters who take advantage of fome prefent inci- 
dents or charaders which fhrongly intereft the paf- 
fions^ and engage univerfal attention. It is not 
difficult to obtain readers when we difcufs a quef- 
tion which every one is defirous to underftand, 
which is debated in every aflembly, and which 
has divided the nation into parties ; or when we 
difplay the faults or virtues of him whofe public 
condudl has. made almoft every man his enemy or 
his friend. To the quick circulation of fuch pro- 
ductions every motive of intereft and vanity con- 
curs; the difputant enlarges his knowledge, the 
zealot animates his paflion, and every man is de- 
firous to inform himf^lf concerning affairs fo vehe- 
mently, agitated and varioufly reprefented. 

It is fcarcely to be imagined, through how 
many fubordinations of intereft the ardour of 
party is diffufed, and what multitudes fancy 
thcmfdves a£«^ed by evtry fatyr or panegyric on 
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a man of eminence. . Whoever, has, at any time, 
taken occa£cm to mention him with praife or 
hUxac^ whoever hsLpapens to love or to hate an/ 
of his adherents, is defirous to confirm his opinion^ 
and to ibrengthen his party, and diligently perufes 
every paper J&om.which hecaahopeforientimenti 
like his own. An objed* though fmall. in itfelf,( 
yet if placed near to the eye, will engrofs all the 
rays of light; and a tranfadion, however trivial, 
fwells into importance, when itprefles inmiediate- 
ly on our faculties* He that ihall pemfe the po- 
litical pamphlets of any paft reign, will wonder 
why they were fo generally purchafed, fo eagerly 
read, or fb loudly praifed : many of the per-; 
fbrmances which, had power to enflame faftions^ 
and fill a kingdom with confufion, have now very 
little efiedl upon a frigid critic ; and the time is 
coming, when.the comppfitions of later hirelings 
fhall lye equally defpifed and forgotten. In pro- 
porticm, as thofe w^ write on temporary fubjeds, 
are exalted above their merit at firfl, they ar^e af- 
terwards deprefTed below it 1 nor can the brighteft 
elegance of didion, or moft artful fubtilty of rea- 
foning, hope for much efteem from thofe whofe 
regard is no longer quickened by conteft or by 
pride. 

It is indeed the fate of controvertiUs, even when 
they contend fbr philofophical or theological truth, 
to be foon laid afide and flig)ited. "EAxVi^t ^^^ ^^- 
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fHon is decided, and there is no more place for 
doubt and oppofition ; or mankind defpair of mi'- 
derilanding it, and fufier themfelves to be diifairbed 
no longer; but content themfelves with quiet igno- 
rance, and refufe to be harraffed with labours 
which they have no hopes of recompeniing with 
knowledge. 

The authors of new difcoveries may fttrely ex* 
ped to be reckoned among thofe whofe writings 
are fecure of veneration ; yet it often happens, that 
the general reception of a dodrine obfcures the 
books in which it was delivered. When any tenet 
is generally received and adopted as an incontro- 
vertible principle, we feldom look back to the ar* 
guments upon which it was £rft eftabliihed ; nor 
can bear the tedioufnefs of dedudlion, or mul- 
tiplicity of evidence, by which its author was 
forced to reconcile it to prejudice, and fortify 
it in the weaknefs of novelty againfi obftinacy and 
envy. 

It is well known how much of our philofophy 
Is derived from Boyle s difcovery of the qualities of 
the air ; yet of thofe who now adopt or enlarge 
his theory, very few have read the detail of his 
experiments. His name is indeed reverenced, but 
his works are unread ; we are contented to know 
that he conquered his opponents, without enqui- 
ring 



N*io6; The R A M B L EI. 15 

ring what cavils were produced agaxnfl: him, or by 
what proo6 they wiere confuted. 

Some writers apply themfelves to ihzdi^s boond- 
leis and inexhauftible, as experiments and natural 
phibfophy.. Thefe are always bft in fiicceffive 
compilations, as new advances are made, and 
former obfervations become more ^miliar. 0« 
thers fpehd their lives in remarks on language, or 
explanations of antiquities, and only afford mate- 
rials for lexicographers and commentators. Thefe 
are themfelves overwhelmed by fubfequent col- 
lectors, who equally defht>y the memory of their 
predecefTors by amplification, tranfpofition, or con- 
tradion. Every new fyflem of nature gives birth 
to a fwarm of expofitors, whofe bufinefs it is to 
explain and illufbrate it, and who can hope to 
exift no longer than the founder of their fed pre- 
ferves his reputation. 

There are indeed few kinds of compofition from 
which an author, however learned or ingenious, 
can hope a long continuance of fame. He who 
has longeft fhidied human nature, and can beft 
defcribe it, may with moft reafon flatter his hopes. 
Bacon, among all his pretenfions to the regard of 
poflerity, feems to have pleafed himfelf chiefly 
with his efTays, nvinch come home to mew bufinefs 
mdhofoms^ and of which, therefore, hededasKa 
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luB cxpedddbtt, tkit iiaky^^iMi'-^i-iu &ngMt bedh 
laft^ It may however fiuisfy an lioneft askl bene* 
volent mind to have^been i^efbl, though lefs con- 
^^cBcnb ;:iufr 'wriU he that i^xtends Ktt. hopes to 
laghec xewaids, be fo.nmch' knxiotit to obtain 
pndie;.iiii to dtfcharge die dotyiK^ch Providence 
.hffigns hint* 
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Jlternis i^tur coiUmden *otrfilus mnio 
Qtfere : altemos Mufa memnijfe <volebant, 

ViRG. 

Mong the vaiioas cenfures Which the -iin- 
avoidable compariibn of my pcrfonnaiif 
ces with thofe of my lircdtceflbrs hat 
producedy there i» none more general than that of 
tmifonnity ; of the want of thofe changes of co* 
looTB whkh formerly fed the attention with unex« 
haufted novelty ; that intermixture of fnbjedb^ and 
alternation of manner, by which other writers re- 
lieved wearinefs^ and awakened expe^^on* 

I have, indeed, hitherto avoided the prafficeof 
imiting gay and folemn fobje^ in die fame paper 1 
becanfe it feems abfurd for an author to coun* 
tcra£t himfelf ; to preis at once with equal force 
npon bodi parts of the intelledbial' balance, and 
give medicines, which, like the doable poifon 
of Dtydetiy deftroy the force of one another. I 
have endeavoured fometimes to divert, and feme- 
times to elevate ; but have imagined it -an ofele(s 
attempt, to difturb merriment by {cHemxat^, esc m« 

YCL. V. C tSTPK^'^ 
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terrapt ferioofnefs by drollery. Yet I (hall this 
day pablifh two letters of ver^ different tendency, 
which I hope, like tragi-comedy, may chance to 
pleafe even when they are not critically approved. 



7tf /^^ R A M B L E R. 
Dear Sir, 

* 

T Hough, as my mamma tells me, I am too 
young to talk at the table, I have great 
pleafure in liilening to the converfation of learned 
men, efpecially when they difcourfe of things 
which I do not underiland i and have, therefore, 
been of late particularly delighted with many dif- 
putes about the alteration of the fyky which, they 
fay, is to b^ dpne by ad of parliament. 

One day, when my mamma was gone out of 
the room, I aiked a very great fcholar what 
iiitftyle was. He told me, he Was afraid I fhould 
hardly underfkand him when he informed me that it 
was the ftated and eflablifhed method of compu- 
ting time. It was not indeed likely that I fhould 
miderftand him : for I never yet knew time com- 
puted in my life ; nor can imagine why we fhould 
be at fo much trouble to count what we cannot 
keep. He did not tell me whether we are to count 
the time paft, or the time to come. But I have 
f£>i2i2dered them both by myfelf, and think it a^ 

• feoUfh 
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Iboliih to count time that is gone, as money that 
is rpent : and as for the time which is to come^it 
only feems farther off by counting ; and therefore, 
when any pleafure is promifed me, I always think 
as little of the time as I can. 

I have fince liflened Very attentively to every 
one that talked upon this fubjedt; of whom the 
greater part feem not to underftand it better than 
myfelf : for though they often hint how.much the 
nation has been miflaken, and rejoice that we are 
at laft growing wifer than our anceflors, I have 
never been able to difcover from them, that any 
body has dyed the fooner for counting time wrong; 
and therefore I began to fancy that there was 
great buftle with little confequence. 

r 

At laft two friends of my pappa, Mr Cjfc/i and 
Mr Starlight, being, it feems, both of high learn- 
ing, and able to make ah almanac, began to talk 
about the new fiyle. Sweet Mr Starligbt^-^l am 
fure I ihall love his name as long as I live; for he 
told Cycle roundly, with a fierce look, that we 
ihould never be right without a year of eonfu/hn* 
Dear Mr Rambler, did you ever hear any thing 
fo charming ? A whole year of confufion I When 
there has been a rout at mamma's, 1 have thought 
one night of confufion worth a thoofand nights 
of reffc : and furely, if I can but fee a year of con* 
.-isifioD, a whole year of cards inonfiioon^ vb^ 

C2 ^^xtf^V 
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datecingt in another ; liti^ a feaft, and there a 
shafquerade ; and pla^, and coaches, and horriest 
and meflages, and milleners, and raps at the door, 
and yi£tiy and £rolics, and new fa(hions» 1 fhall 
not care what they do with the reft of the time, 
nor whether they count it by the old ftyle or the 
new} for I am refolded to break loofe from the 
nnrfery in the tomolt, and play my part among 
die reft: and it will be ftrange* if I cannot get a 
hofband and a chariot in the year of confufion. 

Cycb^ who is neither fe yoong nor fo handfome 
as StarUgbt, very gravely maintainedy that all the 
perplexity may be avcnded by leaping over eleven 
days in die reckoning* And indeed, if it fhould 
come only to this^ I think the new ftyle is a de- 
lightful thing : for my mamma fays that I fhall go 
to court when I am iixtten ; and if they can but 
contrive often to leap over eleven days together, 
the months of reffaraint will foon be at an end. It 
is ftrange, that with all the plots that have been 
lud agaihft time^ diiey coold never kill it by adt 
of parliament before. Dear Sir, if you have any 
vote or any intereft, get them but for once to 
deftroy eleven months, and then 1 (hall be as old 
as fome married ladies. But this is de^red only if 
you think they will not comply with Mr StarHght's 
fcheme : for nothing furely could pleafe me like a 
year of confiifioh, when I (hall no l(mger be fixed 
this hour to mj pen, and die next to my needle; 

and 
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and wait At home for die dandag-maflar on^ da>^ 
and the next for the mofic-mafter; but ma from 
ball to bally and from drum to dram; and fpend 
all my time widiout taiks« and widMHit aoooont ; 
and go out without telling whither, and' come 
home without regard to prefcribed hoars or b>r 
mily-niles. 

SIR, 

Tntr htmhle fervant^ 

PaOPSaANTIA* 

Mr Rambler^ 

I Was feized this morning with an unnfoal pern* 
fivenefs ; and finding that books only ferved 
to heighten it, todc a ramble into the fields, in 
hopes of relief and invigoration from die keet^- 
nefs of the air, and brq^tnefi of die fun. 

As I wandered, wrapped op in thought, my 
' cjres were firack with die hofpital for the re^ 
ception of deferted infimts ; which I furveyed 
with pleafore, till, by a natural train of fenti- 
ment, I began to refled on the fate of the mo- 
thers : for to what Ihelter can they fly ? only to 
die arms of their betra3rer, which perhaps are 
now no longer open to receive diem: and then 
how quick muft be die tranfition 6om deluded vir- 

>3^ 
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tae to ihamelefs guilt, and from fhamelefs guilt 
to hopdcfs wretchednefs ? 

The anguiih that I felt, left me no reft, till I 
had, by your means, addrefied myfelf to the public 
OB behalf of thofe forlorn creatures, the women 
of the town ; whofe mifery here might furely in- 
duce us to endeavour, at leafl, their prefenration 
fiom eternal punifhment^ 

Thefe were all once, if not virtuous, at leafl 
innocent ; and might ilill have continued blame- 
lefs and eafy, but for the arts and infmuations of 
diofe whofe rank, fortune, or education, furnifhed 
them with means to corrupt or to delude them. 
Let the libertine refled a moment on the fituation 
of that woman, who being forfaken by her cor- 
mptor, is reduced to the neceflity of turning pro- 
ftitttte for bread, and judge of the enormity of his 
guilt by the mifery which it produces. 

It cannot be doubted but that numbers follow 
this dreadful courfe of life, with fhame, horrour, 
and regret. But where can they hope for refuge ? 
** The *world is not their friend^ nor tht*worWs Imjo^'* 
Their fighs, and tears, and groans, are criminal 
in the eye of their tyrants, the bully and the bawd, 
who fatten on their mifery, and threaten them with 
want or a jail, if they ihew the leaftdefign of efca« 
j>jng from their bondage^ 

"To 
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*^ To wipe the tears from off all their faces,*' is 
a tafk too hard for mortals ; but to alleviate the 
mi::fbrtimes of others, is often within the moil li* 
mited power. Yet the opportunities which every 
day afibrdsy of relieving the moft wretched of ha- 
muL beings, are overlooked and negle^ed^ with 
equal diiregard of policy and goodneis. 

There are places indeed fet apart, to which 
thefe unhappy creatures may refort when the 
dffeafes pf incontinence feize upon them. But if 
they obtain a cure, to what are they reduced ? ei- 
ther to return with the fmall remains of beauty to 
their former guilt, or perifh in the ftreets with 
complicated want. 

How frequently have the gay and thoughtlefs, 
in their evening-frolics, feen a band of thefe mi- 
ierable females, covered with rags, fhivering with 
cold, and pining with hunger ; and, without either 
playing their calamities, or refleding upon the 
cruelty of thofe who perhaps firil feduced them by 
- care/Ies of fondnefs, or magnificence of promifes, 
go on to reduce others to the fame wretchednefs 
by the fame means f 

To flop the increafe of this deplorable multi^ 
tude, is undoubtedly the firft and mofH prefling 
confideration. To prevent evil, is the great end 
of government, the end for which. Vv^fbxkCi^ ^^cwV 



14 The RAMBLER. M^ 107. 

feverity are properly emj^oyed: but furely thofe 
whom paffion or intereftliflve already depraved, 
have fome claim to conipaffioD>>firoim beings equally 
frail and Mible with tbenlUvei. Nor will they 
long groan in dioir prefeiit «At6lien$» if all thofe 
ivere to contribute to -^eir 'idief^ that owe dieir 
exemption- from the fame diftrefs to fome odier 
caofet than their wifdom and their virtue. 

Amicus* 
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^j^kurt^tpeBatdum tl^uai mimss ; ai ilk 
tahititr, tf btiefur in cmne ^ooluhilis o'Vm* 

HorJ 



AN ^mdentrpoet, • tmreafonably difconttift^ 
ec[.4it die piefimt ftate of tl^igs, whicli 
his fyftem of opinions obliged him to re- 
prefeat in its worft-form, has obferved of die earth, 
** that its £i!eatn".part is coveted by due uninhabit< 
*.* itble dcetn ; that of the cdft foitie ismcttmbend 
^ with naked moantains, and ibme loft imdsr bar* 
^.renfiuidsj iimie fcorched with perpetual' heat^ 
^ and feme petrified with perpetaal frftft : -fe dmt 
^ o6ly aiew regions remain; for die ^d«dioa of 
^ ftnitSy die paftnie of catde, vndthe accommo- 
*f dadon of nuuu** 

The fame obferradon may be tnnBftiTed to die 
dme allotted ns in oar prefent ftate. When we 
have idednflel' all that is abforbed in ile^ ; eU 
diat is inerfttb^ eflpoyiiljed t» t3b« dfiB^^a^'^ 
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}t0c diat would lo<^ ba^ck with fatiafiKftioiii upon 
Sftftiyear^i lanft leam to know tbe-valve of 6ng\t 
mmiifeea, and cadeavourto kt no paitidc of life 
tin nfdefe tathe ground* 

t It is ttf«al fbrtkofe who ar^. adviftd to the purr 
{j^of anyr&oiyp or the attainment of any new 
^HfiUficatNm^I to confider themfelYes as required to 
(d^nge die general courfe of their conduct, to 
'ioM& bufinefi^. and excludfej^Hoaiiuo, and to de«> 
vote all their days and.ni£^itr to a parttcnUr par» 
{bit. But all common degrees of excellence are 
|tttain^le.-aiial(>wer|»ice. Hetlutihoiildfteadi- 
ly and refolu[teiy:a£gii to an^ fdence or language 
idiofe.injterftittftl vacanci^ which intervene in the 
mo& crouded variety of diver£on or employment; 
would find OYeiy day new irradiations of know- 
ledge> and di&over how much more ii to be hoped 
from frequency and perfeverance> than from the 
violence of efforts, and impetuofity of defires ; 
efforts which are foon remitted when they enconn- 
inr dliEcultyy and deiires which range capriciouily 
from one object to another. 

. The difpo^tum to defer every iin^iortant dieiign 
to a time of leifure, and a ftate of fetded unifor- 
mity, poceeds generally fhun a falfe eftimate of 
Ac human powers : for, if we except thofe gigan* 
tic and ftupendous intelligences who are faid to 
£rjijp a fy&eok by intuition, and bound forward 
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from one feiies of condtifibiis to another, wkh- 
ont:. regnlar fteps throagk intermediate pn^)ofi^ 
tions, we gain oar advances in knowledge by 
ihoit: ffightsy between each of which> ^ mind 
aioy^lye at r^ft : for evoy fingle &&, of pro^wf<> 
ficMPa ihort timeis foftcient ; and it is onl^'necef'* 
fiury, that- whenever that- time is afForded, it be 
w^ emplo^^ed. 

FeW<.iiiiiiid* will be long confined toftvere and 
IsdbitHrionM meditatioiiL; iuid when a foccefsfiil at- 
ta«ck on knowledge hat been made, the fledent 
recrntos.himiblf widl^the contemplation of his 
eonqn^ and fbfbe^n another incuHioii> till the 
new-aoqttited trotk^has become familiar, and hia 
carioiity callft upon him for fre(h gratificatiom.' 
Whedier the time of intermifiion is fpent in com* 
pany or in folitiidey in neceilary buAnefs or in 
Tolnntary levities, the mind is equally abifaraAed 
from the objed of enquiry : but, perhaps, if it be 
detained by occupations lefs pleaiing, it returns 
again to ftady with greater alacrity dian when it is 
glutted with ideal pleafures, and furfeited with in- 
temperance of application. He that will not fnf* 
fer himfelf to be difcoiuraged by fancied inipoffi* 
Inlities, may fometimes find his abilities invigora- 
ted by die neceffity of exerting diem in fhort inter- 
vab, as die force of a current is increafed by the 
contradion of its channel. 
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. From fome caoTe like this» it has probably pro* 
ceeded, that, among thofe who have contributed 
to the advancement of learning, many have rifen 
to eminence; in oppo£tton to all the obilades 
which external circumftances could place in their 
way, amidft the tumult of bufinefs, the diftrefles 
of poverty, or the diffipations of a wandering and 
unfettled ftate. A great part of the life of Etaf* 
nuts was one continual peregrination. Ill fupplied 
with the gifts of fortune, and led from dty to ci- 
ty, and from kingdom to kingdom, by the hopes 
of patrons and preferment, hopes whidi always 
flattered, and always deceived him i he yet found 
means, by uniha)cen conftancy, and a vigUant im- 
provement of thofe hours, whiph, in the midft of 
^e moft reftlefs activity, will remain unengaged, 
to write more than another in the fame condition 
would have hoped to read. . Compelled by want 
to attendance and folicitaticm, zxA fo much ver- 
fed in common life, that he has tranfmitted to us 
the moll perfed delineation of the manners of his 
age, he joined to his knowledge of the worlds 
fuch application to books, that he will ftand for 
ever in the firil rank of literary heroes. How his 
proficiency was obtained, he fufHciently difcovers, 
by informing us, that the praife of folly ^ one of 
his moil celebrated performances, was compofed 
by him on the road to Italy ; ne totvm illud tempus 
quo equo fuit inJUendum^ ilUteratis fabulis tereretur 1 
lefl. the hours which he was obliged to fpend on 
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)iorfeback> flioid^ be tattled away withoat regard 
to literatpr^t 

That TVinr ovof iu ^o/f, is exprefled in the mot« 
|0 of an baUmt philofopheri an eibte indeed 
which will produce nothing without cultivation 1 
but which will always gratefully repay the labours 
of induftryt and will generally fatisfy die moft 
extenfive de£res, if no part of it be fullered to lye 
yra&e by negligence, to be over-run with noxious 
plants, or laid out for (how nAer than ^ ufet ; 
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Juv. 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

T Hough yoa feem to have taken a view 
fufiiciendy extenfive of the miferies of 
life, and have employed much of your 
(peculation on mournful fubjeds, you have not 
yet exhauiled the whole ftock of human infelicity. 
*r(iene'iB flill a fpecies of wretchednefs which e* 
fcapes your obfervation, but which might fupply 
you with many fage remarks and falutary cautions. 

■ 

I cannot but imagine the ftart of attention a- 

wakened by this welcome hint ; and at this in- 

fiant fee the Rambler fnulHng his candle, rubbing 

his fpedlades, ftirring his fire, locking out inter- 

raption, and fettling himfelf in his eafy chair^ 
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that' he mty enjoy a new calamity without difturb* 
ance :- for whether it be, that continued (icknefs or 
misfixtwie has acquainted you only with the bitter- 
neis of being ; or that you imagine none but your- 
mf able to diicover what, I fuppoie, has been ieen 
and felt by all the inhalntants of the world ; or in- 
tend your writings as antidotal to the levity and 
merriment with which your rivals endeavour to at- 
tra£t the &vour of the public ; or fancy that you 
have fome particular powers of dolorous declama- 
tion, and twarhlt 9ut ywr groans with uncommon 
elegance or energy ; it is certain, that, whatever 
be your fubjeft, melancholy for the moft part burfts 
in upon your fpeculadon, your gaiety is quickly 
orercaft ; and though your readers may be flatter- 
ed with hopes of pleaikntry, they are feldom dif- 
mifled but with heavy hearts. 

That I ihay therefbce gratify you with an imita- 
tion of your own fyUables of &dne£i, I will inform 
yoa^ that I was condemned by fome difafirous io* 
ibionoe to be an only foh, bom to the apparent 
pra^pefk of a large fbrdme, and allotted to my pa-- 
rcBti at dmt time oif life when iatiety of common 
divcrfioins allows the mind to indulge parental fond- 
nefs with greater intenfenefs. My birth was cde. 
brated by the tenants with feafls, and dances, and 
bagpipes ; congratulations were fent from every fa- 
niily within ten miles round ; and my parents dif- 
covered in my firfk cries iiich tokens of ioXns^ vvs^;:^ 

Vol. F. E «^^ 
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and underftaAding, that they ^ledated themfelves. 
determined to devote the remaining part of life to 
my happindsy and the encreafe of their eftate. 

The abilities of my htker and mother were not 
perceptibly unequa),. and education had given nei-: 
ther much advantage over the other. They had 
both kept good company, rattled in chariots, glitv 
tered in playhpufes, and danced at comt, and were 
expert in the games that were in their time gene- 
rally called in as apxiliaries againft the intruiion of 
thought. 

When there is fuch a parity between two perfoflii 
afTodated for life, the dqedtion which the hufband, - 
if he be not completely fbipid, muft always fuffer 
for want of iiiperiority, finks him to fubmiilivenefs. 
My mamma therefore governed the family without 
conbxMil ; and except that my father iHll retained 
fome authority in the flables, and now and then, 
after a fupemumerary botde, broke a looking-glafs 
or china diih, to prove his fovereignty, the wholA 
couHe of the year was regulated by her diredtion, 
the fervanti received from her all their orders, and 
the tenants were continued or difmilTed at her dif. 
cretion. 

She therefore thought herfelf entitled to the fu- 
perintendance of her fon's education ; and when 
jxi/ father, at the iniHgation of the paribn, faintly 

Tjito^ofed^ 



N» 109. The RAMBLER, 35 

propoied, that I fhould be fent to fchool, very po>- 
iitiyely told him, that fhe would not (ufFer fo fine 
a child to be ruined ; that (he never knew any boys 
' at a grammar-fchool that could come into a room 
without blufhing, or fit at the table without fome 
awkward uneafineis ; that they were always putting 
diemielves into danger by boifterous plays, or vi- 
tiating their behaviour with mean company ; and 
that, for her part, (he would rather follow me to 
die grave, than fee me tear my cloaths, and hang 
down my head, and fheak about with dirty (hoes 
and blotted fingers, hair unpowdered, and a hat 
uncocked. 
*'• 

My father, who had no other end in his propofal 
than to appear wife and manly, ibon acquiefced, 
fincc I was not to live by my learning ; for indeed 
he had known very few ftudents that had not fome 
ftififhefs in their manner. They therefore agreed, 
that a domeftic tutor fhould be procured ; and hired 
an honeft gentleman of mean converfation and nar- 
row ientiments; but whom, having pafTed the 
common fchools of literary education, they impli- 
citly concluded qualified to teach all that was to be 
learned from a fcholar. He thought himfelf fuffi- 
ciently exalted, by being placed at the fame table 
with his pupil ; and had no other view than to 
perpetuate his felicity by unlimited reverence, and 
the ntmoft flexibility of fubmifiion to all my mo- 
ther's opinions and caprices. He \!i\Qxt&>x^ ^^ 
• E a c^«t»^i 
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quently took away my book^ kft I (hoald mope 
with too much application ; charged me never to 
write, without turning up mj ruffles; and genc^- 
rally brufhed my coat before be difmiiTed me into 
the parloQr. 

He had indeed no occafion to complain of too 
burdenfome an emjdoyment : for my mother very 
judicioufly coniidered, that I was not likely to 
grow politer in his company, and therefoce iiifier- 
ed me not to paTs any more time in his apartment 
than my lefTon required. When I was fummcmed 
to my tafk, (he generally enjoined me not to get 
any of my tutor's ways ; who was feldom mention* 
ed before me, but for pradices to be avoided. I 
was every moment admonifhed not to lean on my 
cliair, crofs my legs, or fwing my hands, like my 
tutor : and once my mother very ferioufly delibe- 
rated upon his total difmiffion ; becauTe I began, 
ihe faid, to learn his way of (hcking on my hat^ 
and had his bend in my ihoulders, and his totter 
in my gait. 

Such, however, was her care, that I efcaped all 
thefe depravities; and when I was only twelve 
years old, had rid myfelf of every appearance of 
childifh diffidence. I was celebrated round the 
country for the petulance of my remarks, and the 
quicknefs of my replies ; and many a fcholar five 
^'CMTs older than myfelf have X daihed into confu* 

fion 
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£on by the fteadinefs o£ iaj coimtenanccy filenced 
hy my readintfs of repaitee, and tortured with 
envy by the addrefs with which I picked up a 
£ukf pieftnced a ihoE^boz, or received an empty 
tea-cop. 

At tkirteeft I was to conqpletdy ikilled in all 
the niceties of drefs, that I conld not only cmt^ 
jnerate all the variety of filkt, and diftinguiih tiie 
prod^d of a Fmtch ham, bnt dart my eye throi^h 
a nomerons company, and obierve every deviation 
from the reigning mode. I was univerfally IkiUid 
in all the changes of expeniive finery ; but, as they 
fry, every one has Something to which he is parti- 
cidiarly bom, was eminently knowing in Brujfik 
lace^ 

The next year faw me advanced to the tmft 
and power of adjnfting the cenmonial of an a£em« 
bly. Every one icceived his partner horn my 
hand, and to me every Branger applied for intro. 
dndion. My heart now difdained the inftradionf 
of a tutor, who was rewarded with a fmall an<» 
unity for life, and left me qusdified, in my own o« 
pinion, to govern myfdf. 

In a ihort time I came to L§nd9H ; and, as my 
father Mras well known among the higher clafS» 
of iSe, foon obtained admiflton to the moft fplen- 
did a&mblies, and Aoft ctouded. «Kt^xJii^«^i 
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Here I found myfelf nniverfalij carcfied and ap- 
plauded : the ladies praifed the £uicy of my doatl»^ 
the beauty of my form, and the &)kae& of my 
voice, endeavoured in :every place to force them- 
felves upon my notice, and invited by a thouiand 
oblique folicitations my attendance to the play- 
Koufe, and my falutations in the park. I was now 
happy to the ntmoft extent of my conception : I 
pailed every morning in dreis, every afternoon in 
viiits, and every night in £ome ieled aflemblies, 
where neither care nor knowledge were fuffered to 
jnoleU us. 

After a few years, howevn-, theie delig^ be- 
came familiar, and I had kifure talook round me 
with more attention. I then found, that my flat- 
terers had very little power to relieve the languor 
of fadety, or to recreate wearinefs with varied a- 
mufements ; and therefore endeavoured to enlarge 
the fphere of my pkafures, and to try what fatif- 
fa£Uon might be found in the fbciety of men. I 
will not deny the mortification with which I per- 
ceived, that every man, whole name I had heard 
mentioned with reipe^, converfed with a kind of 
tendemefs nearly bordering on compaifion; and 
that thofe whofe reputation was not well eftablifhed, 
thought it necefiary to juftify their underfbmdings, 
by treating me with contempt. One of thefe wit« 
Imgs elevated his creft, by afking me in a full cof 
fcehouSc the price of patches ; and another whif- 
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pered, diat he wondered wkyMi&FrsiK did not 
keep me that afternoon to watch her iqmrrel* 

When I fotind myfelf thus hanted from all ma- 
Icnline converfation by thofe who were themfelves 
barely admitted, I returned to die ladies, and re* 
ftilyed to dedicate my life to their fervice and their 
]deafiire. But I find that I have now loft my 
charms. Of thofe with whom I entered the gay 
world, ibme are married, fbme have retired, and 
jfome have {0 much changed their opinion, that 
they fcarcely pay any regard to my civilities if 
there is any other man in the place ; and the new 
flif^t of beauties to whom I have made the fame 
addreiles, (ufFer me to treat them, and then titter 
with boys. So that I now find myfelf welcome 
only to a few grave ladies, who, unacquainted 
widi all that gives either uie or dignity to life, 
are content to pais their hours between their bed 
and their cards, without efleem from the old, or 
reverence from the young. 

I cannot but think, Mr Rambler, that I have 
reafim to complain ; for furely the ladies ought to 
pay ibme regajtl to the the age of him whofe youth 
was paiTed in endeavours to pleafe them. They 
that encourage folly in the boy, have no right to 
punifh it in the man ; yet I find, that though they 
laviih their firft fondneis upon pertnefs and gaiety. 
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flkcf feop tnriisfar flmr reggJ iDlugper qualiiicfy 
sod m^iiiefoH^ aotaikML weir nfcini to drom 
out tlieir laft years in ftapiditjr and contempt. 
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jft nobis vita Domimtm fiuerentilus umm 
Lux iter efiy et clara dies^ it gratia Jin^kx^ 
Spemfequimury gradtnmfyM fiity frmmuffuifuiuntl 
Ad qua wm 'vemunt frafentis gaudia <tnta. 
Nee currunt pariter capta^ et capienda «voiuptas. 

PrUD£NTIV8« 

THat to pleafe the Lord and Father of the 
univerfe, is the fuprexne intereft of created 
and dependant beings, as it is eafily pro- 
ved, has been univerfally confefled ; and as all ra« 
donal agents are confcious of having negledled or 
violated thofe daties which are prefcribed to them, 
the fear of being de&rted, reje&ed, or puni/hed, 
by God, has always burdened and opprefled the 
hum^n mind ; and the expiation of crimes, and re* 
novatipn of die forfeited hopes of divine favour, 
has therefore conflituted a large part of every re- 
ligion. 

The various methods of propidation and a- 
tpi^ement which fear and fbUy have diftated, or 
artifice and ijntereft tolerated in all thft liaStxcatL 

Yoh.V. F -^^ 
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parts of the world, however they may fometimes 
reproach or degrade humanity, at leafl fh^w the 
general confent of all age? and nations in their o* 
pinion of the mercy and placability of the divine 
nature. That Qod will forgive, may indeed be 
cftablilhed as the firft and fundamental truth of fe- 
ligion : for though the knowledge of his exigence 
is the origin of philofophy ; yet, without the be- 
lief of his mercy, it would have very little influence 
upon our moral condufl, ilnce there could be no 
projpeft of enjoying the protedion or regard pf 
him whom the leaft deviation from redlitude made 
inexorable for ever J and every man would natu, 
rally withdraw hjs Noughts from the contempla:* 
tion of a Creator whom he muft conlider as a go- 
vernor too rigorous to be pleafed, and too fevere 
to be pacified ; as an enemy infinitely powerful, 
whom he could neither deceive, efcape, nor refifl. 

Where there is no hope, there can be no en- 
deavour. A conflant and unfailing obedience is 
above the reach of terreftrial diligence ; and there- 
fore the progrefs of life could only have been the 
natural defcent of negligent deijjair from crime 
to crime, had not the univerfal perfuafion of for- 
givenefs to be obtained by proper means of re- 
conciliation, recalled thofe to the paths of virtue 
whom thdr paffions had folicited afide, and ani- 
mated thofe whom difficulty had difcouraged to 
new attempts and finner perfeverance. 
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Ther6 has prevailed, in a^s and regions fd dif- 
joined from each other, that there can fcarcely be 
imagined any communication of fentiments, either 
by commerce or tradition, a general and uniform 
cxpedtation of propitiating God by corporal aufte- 
rities, of anticipating his Vengeance by voluntary 
inflidtionsj and of appeaiing his jufticc by a fpeedjr 
and chearful fubmiifion to a lefs penalty when k 
greater is incurred. 

Incorporated mlnds will dways feel fonie incli*- 
natiod towards extdriour adls and ritual obiervanced« 
Ideas not reprefented by fenlible objefts, are fleet- 
ing, variable, and evanefcent. We are not abl6 
to judge of the degree of cottvi6tion whith Ope- 
rated at any partictllar time upon our own minds, 
but as it is recorded by fome certain and definite 
effedt. He that reviews his life in order to deter- 
mine the probability of his acceptance with Gbd, 
if he could once eftablilh the neceflary proportioA 
between crimes and foiFerings, might fecUrely reft 
upon his performance of the expiation ; but whil^ 
fafety remains the reward only of mental purity, 
he is always afraid left he fhould decide too foon 
in his own favour ^ left he fhould ihiftakc fatiety 
for abhorrence, or imagine that his paflions are 
fubdued when they are only fleeping. 

From this natural and reafonable dif&detAfc. ^• 
rofe, in humble and tunorous p\ety^ ^ ^^-^^^^-^q^l 
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to confound penance with repentance, to repofe on 
hmnan determinations, and to receive from fome 
jtidicial fentenceSy the ftate and regular alignment 
of reconciliatory pain. We are never willing to 
be without refource ; we feek in the knowledge 
of others a (liccour for our own ignorance, and are 
ready to truft any that will undertake to direct us 
when we have no confidence in ourfelves. 

This deiire to afcertain, by fome outward marks, 
die ftate of the foul, and this willingneis to calm 
the confdence by fome ftated method, have pro* 
duced, as they are diverfified in their effefls, moft 
of the diiquiiitions and rules, the doubts and folu- 
tions, that have embarraiTed the dodtrine of re- 
pentance; have perplexed tender and flexible 
minds with innumerable fcruples concerning the 
neceffary meafures of forrow and adequate degrees 
of felf-abhorrence; and, by the common refiliency 
of the mind from one extreme to another, have 
incited others to an open contempt of all fubfi- 
diary ordinances, all prudential caution, and the 
whole difcipline of regulated piety. 

Repentance, however difficult to be pra6lifed, is, 
if it be explained without fuperftition, eafily un* 
derftood. Repentance is the retinqutjhment of any fra" 
^ice, from the concision that it has offended God. 
Sorrow, and fear, and anxiety, are properly not 
parts, but adjun&s of repentance ; yet they were 

Co 
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fo clol^y colmeded wkh it, ^at &cy cannot eafiljr 
be feparated, as the|r not only mark its iincerxty^ 
but promote its efficacy. 

No man commits any ad of ne^gence or ob« 
Itinacy by which his fafety or happinefs is endan« 
gered, without feeling the pungency of remorfe ; 
nor can he forbear to trace back his mifcarriage to 
its firft caufe, to image to himfelf a contrary beha-* 
Viour, and to form involuntary refolutions againfb 
die like fault, even when he knows that he ihall 
never again have the power of committing it. No 
man £nds himfelf in danger, widiout fuch trepida* 
tions of impatience as leave all human means of 
fafety behind them; he is every moment feized 
with ufdefs anxieties, always adding one fecurity 
to .another, trembling with fudden doubts, and 
diib-aded by the perpetual occurrence of new ex- 
pedients. If therefore he whofe crimes have de- 
prived him of the favour of God, can tcR€&. up- 
on his condud without diihirbance, or can at will 
baniih the refledlion ; if he who confiders himfelf 
as fufpended over the abyfs of eternal perdition on- 
ly by the thread of life, which muft foon part by 
its own weaknefs, and which the wing of every 
minute may break, can caft his eyes round him 
without (huddering with horrOT, or pantii^for fecu- 
rity ; what can he judge of himfelf, but that he is 
not yet awaked to fufEcient convidlion, fince every 
lofs is more lamented than the lofs of the dxviax^ ii)^- 
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vour^ and every danger more dreaded than the 
danger of final condemnadon ? 

Retirement from the cares and pleafures of the 
world has been often recommended as ufefbl to re- 
pentance. This at leaft is certain, that every one 
retires, whenever ratiocination and recollection are 
required on other occaiions ; and furely the retro- 
{ipt&. of life, the difentanglement of adlions com<>- 
plicated with innumerable drcamHances, and dif- 
fiifed in various relations, the difcovery of the pri* 
mary movements of the heart, and the exdrpatioa 
of lulls and appetites deeply rooted and widdy 
fpread, may be allowed to demand fome feceffion 
from fport, and noife, and bnilnefs, and folly. Some 
fufpenfron of common affairs, fome paufe of tem- 
poral pain and pleafure, is furely neceffary to him 
that deliberates for eternity ; who is forming the 
only plan in which mifcarriage cannot be repaired^ 
and examining the only queftion in which a miftakc 
cannot be redliiied. 

Aufterities and mortifications are means by which 
the mind is invigorafea and awakened, by which 
the attradlions of pleafure are interrupted, and the 
chains of fenfuality are broken. It is obferved by 
one of the fathers, that he tjoho reftrains him/elf in 
the ufe of things Urjufuly lAjill vever encroach upon 
things forbidden, Abftinence, if nothing more, is 
at leail a cautious retreat from the utmofl verge of 
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permiffioiiy and confers that fecurity which cannot 
be reaibnably hoped by him that dares always to 
hover over the precipice of deftruftion, or delists 
to aj^roach the pkafures which he knows it ^tal 
to partake, Aufterity is the proper antidote to in* 
diligence ; the difeafes of mind> as well as body, 
are cured by contraries ; and to contraries we 
ihould readily have recourfe, if we dreaded guilt 
as we dread pain. 

The completion and fum of repentance, is a 
change of life. That forrow which dictates no 
caution, that fear which does not quicken our 
efcape» that aufterity which fails to redtify our af- 
fections, are vain and unavailing. But forrow and 
terror muft naturally precede reformation : for what 
other caufe can produce it ? He therefore that feels 
himfelf alarmed by his confcience, anxious for the 
attainment of a better flate, and afflidled by the 
memory of his paft faults, may juftly conclude, 
that the gr^at work of repentance is begun ; and 
hope, by retirement and prayer, the natural and 
religious means of fbengthening his convi^on, to 
imprefs upon his mind fuch a fenfe of the divine 
prefence, as may overpower the blandifhments of 
corporeal delights, and enable him to advance 
A-om one degree of holinefs to another, till death 
ibaU fet him free from mifery and temptation. 

WhtA 
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SOPHOC. 

IT has been obfenred^ by long e;tpaienQe, ditt 
late (prings produce the greateft plenty. The 
delay of bloofflii and fragrance, of Terdure and 
1>reeKe8> is for die moft part liberally reconpenied 
hy the exuberance and fbeundity of tike enfoing (ea- 
fons; and the blofToms which lye conceal^ litt 
die year is adranced, and the fun is h^i» efcape 
diofe chilling blafb and nodturnal fVofts which are 
often &tal to eaily luxuriance, prey up(m the firft 
fmiles of vernal beauty, deflroy the feeble prind- 
)>les of vegetable life, fill the gardeks with ruin 
and devaflation, intercept the £iut in die gem^ 
and beat down die flowers unopened to die groiuuL 

I am aftaid diere is litde hopes of perfuading 
die young and fprighdy part of my readers, upoa 
whom die i^ng natOrally forces my attention, to 
{earn from the great procefs of nature, the differ- 
ence between dHigence and hurry, between ipeed 
and precipitation ; to profecute their defigns widi 
calmnefsi and to watch the con.c»ntn»t<9il^^'^^*^ 

Yoh. V. G XWAti^ 
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tnnity, and endeavour to find the lucky moment 
which they cannot make. Yoath is the time of 
enterprife and hope. Having yet had no occafion 
of comparing om* force with any oppofing power^ 
we natoralty form prefomptions in oar own fitvonry 
and imagine that obftmdion and impediment will 
give way before us. The firft repulfes rather en- 
flame vehemence, than teach prudence; a brave 
and generous mind is long before it fufpeds its 
ownweaknefs» orfubmits to fap the difficulties 
which it expe£ted to fubdue by ftorm, and over- 
bear in the violence of its conrfe. Before difap- 
pointments have enforced the didates of philofor 
phy, we believe it in our power to ihorten the in- 
terval between the firft caufe and the laft effipd, 
laugh at the timorous delays of plodding induftry^ 
and fancy, that^ by encreafing the fire> we can at 
pleafure accelerate the projedtion. 

At our firft entrance into the world, when health 
and vigour give us fair promifes of time fufficient 
for the regular maturation of all our fchemes, and 
a long enjoyment of all our acquifitions, we are 
eager to feize the prefent moment, to pluck every 
gratification within our reach, without fuffering it 
to ripen into perfeftion, and to croud all the va* 
rieties of delight into a narrow compafs : but age 
feldom fails to change our condud; we grow 
commonly negligent of time in proportion as wc 
j^^Fie /e/s iiemaining» and fufier the laft part of life 

to 
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to fteal from us in preparations for feme future un- 
dertakings or in flow approaches to fome remote 
advantage, in weak hopes of fome fortuitous oc- 
ciinence, or in drowfy equilibrations of undeter« 
mined counfel. Whether it be, that the aged» 
having tafted the pleafures of our condition, and 
found them 6Ue and delufive, become lefs anxious 
for Iheir attulmient; diat frequent miicarriages 
have deprefled them to defpair, and frozen them ' 
to ina^vity ; or that, like all other obje^ of ter- 
roar, death fliocks them more as it advances upon 
diem, and Aey are afraid of reminding themfelves 
of their decay, or to difcover to their own heaits 
that the time of triflhig is paft< 

A perpetual conflid with our natural defires 
feems to be the lot of our prefent ftate. In youth 
we require fomediing of the tardinefs and frigidity 
of age; and in age, we mnft labour to recal the 
fire and impetuofity of youth ; in youth we muft 
learn to expert, and in age to enjoy« 

The torment of expedation is indeed not eafily 
to be bom at a dme wheto every idea of gratifica- 
tion fires the blood, and fiafhes on the ^cy ; 
when the heart is vacant to every frefli form cff 
delight, and has no rival engagements to with- 
draw it from the importunities Of a new defire* 
Yet, fince the fi»r <^ miffing whatwe feekmnift.^ 
ways be proportionable to the advanUfj^ ^ax^vm 

G z tsc^t^ 



51 Tfc© R A M B L El R» N*iJiU 

eiqpea from poflcCog i^ chepftflioniA -cviciiiatius 
^HB|peftiiQ«s fla^ toiisht be fomewiMt modorated 
SBd xeftraiaed by freqaenit kioolcfUioii of tfac mif* 
cbUf of t^menQr, and tbc ctrtaitOjof lofii|r ^i 
vvbich we eadMivoar to iinate b^^reoor time. 

He that too eaHy azures to hcoxnirs^ muft re* 
folve to eacooDter not only the oppofition of m* 
tadk, bat the maligaity of envy. He that is too 
eager to be rich, £enera% endangers his ibrtiUM 
in wild advientares, and onoertsdn prqjeds ; and 
he that haftens too i|)eedily to repatatioa, ofteft 
endeavours to fiipporthis oteua^ier by artifices and 
fallacies, decks himfelf in adoHn which qoicklty 
fade, or in plumes which accident may ihake off, 
or compeddon pluck away. 

f he uncertainly and danger of early eminence 
lists been extended by ibine, even to the gifts of 
nature ; and an opinion has been loi^ conceived^ 
diat quicknefs of invention, accuracy of judgment, 
or extent of knowledge, appiearing in an uncom- 
iDMn d^ee before the ufual time, prefage a fhort 
life. Even thofe who are leTs inclined to farm ger 
neral condufions, £om inftances which by their 
oWn nature moft be rare, have yet been inclined 
to prognofticate no fukable progrefs £rom the firft 
falUes of rapid wits; but have obierved, that, af- 
ter a ihort effort^ they either Igit^ or fftint, and 

fyficr 
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loffisr thsmiiebes to be fiirpaffed by tii€ equal ani 
regular perfevdranoe-cf Hower onderftaniduigs. 



It ifldeed freqbestly bappiem, that applaufe 
abates ilitigeMc. He ^at finds hiaiielf to have 
perfamed mofft thaB was denanded, is contented 
tofpoM the labour of nmieceffiny performances^ 
and £t84own to «njoy at cafe Ids ruperfluities of 
liMKm^ he whom fiieocfs has made confident of 
Ms abilities, «afify allows hinlelf the privilege of 
nej^igence, and looks ooatcmpcnovfly on the gra- 
dual advanoos of a rival, v(4i(»i he images him- 
ftlf aUe^o leai>« b^iiad him whenever he (hall a« 
gaia fonmon hk force to the conteft. But long 
latervals of pleaiure diffipate attention and weaken 
c ortlan cy ; nor is it «afy for him tiiat has funk 
£>oin diligence into (I0&, to ronfe imnfelf from his 
lethargf 9 to recoBeft his notions, rekincHe his cu- 
rioiity, and engage again with his former ardour in 
the toils of Ibdy. 

Even that ^iendfhip which intends the reward 
«f genias, tqp often tends to obftruft it. The plea- 
fare of being carefiSsd, dilHnguifhed, and admired, 
oaifily fedaces the ftudent -from literary folitude. 
Me is ready to follow- the call that fummons him to 
^ear his own praife, and, perhaps, at once flat- 
ters his appetites with certainty of pleafure, and 
his ambition with hopes of patronage ; pleafures 
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whidi he conceives ioesduuiftibk, and hc^tes whadu 
he has not yet learned to difiroft. 

Thefe are evih^ indeed, Which are by Ho meins 
to be imputed to nature^ or to be confidered as iii^ 
feparable fiom an early display of uncommon abi- 
lities, bat may be certainly efcaped by pmdence 
and refolotion, and are therefore rather accounted 
as confblations to thofe who are lefs liberally cn- 
'dowed, than as difconragements to fuch as are 
bom with micommon qualities. Beauty is weU 
known to draw after it the perfecutions of inkier- 
tinence, to incite the artifices of envy, and to ndfe 
the flames of unlawful love ; yet amcmg the ladies 
whom prudence or modefty have Inade moft hr 
mous, who ever complained of the incoavenie»- 
cies or the dangers of an amiable form ? or who 
would have purchafed fafety by the lofs of beauty I 

Neither grace of perfon, nor vigour of under^ 
ftanding, are to be regarded otherwife than as blef- 
fings, as means of happineis, indulged by the fu- 
preme Benefaaor ; but the advantoges of either 
may be loft by too much eagemefs to obtain them- 
A thoufand beauties^ in their firft blo^m, by an 
imprudent expofure to the open world, have fud- 
denly withered at the blaft of infamy; and men 
who might have fubjefted new regions to the em- 
pire of learning, have been lured by the praife of 
their firft produfUons from academical retirement, 

and 
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and wafted their days in vice and dependance. 
The virgin who too (bon aipires to celebrity and 
conqueft, periflies by childifh vanity, ignorant cre« 
dulity, or harmle^ indiicretion. The genius who 
catches at laurels and preferment before his time^ 
mocks the hopes that he had excited, and lofes 
thofe years which might have been mod ufefully 
employed ; the years of youdi, of (pint, and vi* 
vadty. 

It is oneof the innumerable abfnrdides of pride» 
that we are never more impatient of dirtdion* 
titan in that part of life when we need it moft ; 
we are in hafte to meet enemies whom we have 
not ftrength to overcome, and to undertake talks 
which we cannot perform ; and as he that once 
mifcarries, does not eafily gain attention to ano* 
ther attempt, an ineffbaual ftmggle to fame is of- 
ten followed by perpetual obfcurity; 
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lY T" T £ are tsught by Ctifia, diat healt]^ is 
r \/\/' beft prefeiTed by avoiding fetded ha- 
' ^ bits of life, by deviating fomediiies in* 

to (light abemitions fix>m die ftri6t laws of medi^ 
dne, by varying the proportions of food and ex- 
ercife, interrupting the fucceffions of reft and la- 
bour, aiid mingling hardfhips with indulgence. 
The body, long aceuftomed to ftated quantities and 
uniform periock, is (bon diibrdered by the fmalleft 
irregularity ; and ilnce we cannot exempt ourfelves 
wholly from the power of accident, nor adjuft e- 
very day by the balance or barometer, but muft 
fometimes depart from rigid accuracy in com- 
pliance with neceiTary affairs or ftrong inclinations, 
he that obferves nice pundiualities, and condenms 
himfelf to voluntary imbedllity, will not long 
efcape the miferies of difeafe. 

The fame laxity of regimen is equally neceflary 
to intelledual health> to a conftant enjoyment of 
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gaiety, and perpetual fufceptibility of occafional 
pleafure. He that, by being long coniined to 
company, whom perhaps fimilitude of tafte brought 
firfl together, has been accuftomed to hear only 
the echo of his own fentiments, contrads his fa- 
culties, and makes a thoufand things offenfive that 
are in themfelves indifSerent $ he foon bars all the 
common avenues of delight, and has no part in the 
general diveriions or engagements of mankind. 

In things which are not immediately fubjed to 
religious or moral confideration, it is dangerous to 
be too long or too rigidly in the right. Senfibi* 
lity may, by an inceffant attention to elegance and 
fM-opriety, be quickened to a tendemefs inconfifkent 
with the condition of humanity, irritable by the 
finallefl afperity, and vulnerable by the gentlefl 
touch. He that pleaies himfelf too much with 
minu^ exadbiefs, and fubmits to endure nothing 
in accommodations, attendance, or addrefs, below 
the utmoft point of perfedion, will, whenever he 
enters the croud of life, be harraflTed with innume* 
rable diftreifes, from i^ich thofe who have not in 
the fame manner encveafed their ienfations find no 
diftorbance. His exotic fofbiefs wiU (brink at the 
ooarfenefs of vulgar fdicity, like a jdant tranf- 
planted to northern nurferies, from the dews and 
fun^ne of the tropical regions. 

There will always be a wide intcivA \>«x>wt«^ 
Vol. V. H ^x^.^\c^ 
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pradlical and ideal perfedioh ; and he, thea^ore, 
that allows, hhnfdf to be difiadsfied while he can 
po'ceive any error or defed, moft refer his hopes 
of eafe to fome other period of exigence. It is 
well known, that, expofed to a microfcope, the 
fmooth^fl polifh of the moft.folid bodies difcovers 
cavities and prominences, and that the fbfteft 
abloom of rofeate virginity repels the eye with ex* 
crefcences and difcolorations. The perceptions, 
as well as the fenfes, may be improved to our own 
difquiet ; and we may, by diligent cultivation of 
the powers of diiUke, raife:in time an artificial 
faftidiouih^fs, which fhaU fill the imagination with 
phantoms of turpitude, ih^w us the fkeleton of e«r 
very delight, and prefent us only with the pains of 
pleafure, and the de|bnnitie$ of beauty. 

Peevilhnefs, indeed, would perhaps very litdc 
difhirb the peace of mankind, were it always the 
confequence of fuperfluous delicacy; for it is the 
privilege oviy of deep reflexion or lively fancy, to 
deftroy happinefs by art and refinement. But, by 
a continual indulgence of 4 p^cular humour, or 
by a long enjoyment of yndiiputed fuperiority, the 
dull and thCf thoughtlefs may acquire the power of 
tormentmgthcmfelves and others, and become fuf* 
^ciently ridiculous or hateful to thofe who arc 
within fight of their conduft, or reach of their 
iiifiuence. 

TWA 
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Thofe who have grown old in a iingle ftate, are 
generally found to be morofey fretfid, and captious^ 
tenacious of their own practices and maxims^ foon 
offended by contradidion or negligence, and im- 
patient of any aiTodation, but with fuch as will 
watch their nod, give up all claim to choice and 
reafon, and fubmit themfelves to unlimited autho* 
rity. Such is the efFeA of having lived without 
the neceility of confulting any inclinations but their 
own. 

The iraicibility of this dais of tyrants, is gene- 
rally exerted upon petty provocations, fuch as are 
incident to underilandings not far extended be- 
yond the inflindis of animal life. But unhappily 
he that fixes his attention on things always before 
him, will never have long ceffations of anger, be- 
caufe every hour will fubjedi him to new difhirb- 
ance. There are many veterans of luxury, upon 
whom every noon brings a paroxyfm of violence^ 
fury, and execration ; who never fit down to their 
dinner without £nding the meat fo injudicioufly 
bought, or fo unfkilfuUy dreifed, fuch blunders in 
the feafoning, or fuch improprieties in the fauce, 
ad can fcarcely be expiated without blood ; and 
who, in the tranfports of refentment, make very 
little diltinAions between guilt and innocence, but 
let fly their menaces, or growl out their difcontent, 
npon all whom fortune puts in their way. 

Hz \\ 
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It is not eafy to image a mpre unhappy <>ondi- 
tion than that of dependsMce on a peeviih man. 
In every other ihte of inferiority the certainty of 
pleaiing h perpetoallyencreafed by a faller know- 
ledge of oar doty or employment, and fecurity an4 
confidence are ftrengthened by every new a6t oi 
tnift and proof of fidelity. But peeviihnefs facri-* 
iices to a momentary oilence the obfeqoioufneis of 
nfefnlnefs of half a life, and as more is performed, 
encreafes her exadions. 

Ciny/alus gsdntd a ibrtane by trade, and redred 
into the country ; and, having a brother burdened 
by the nomber of his children, adopted one of his 
fons. The boy was difmiffed with many prudent 
admonitions, informed of his father's inability Co 
maintain him in his native rank, cautioned againfl 
all oppofition to the opinions or precepts of his un- 
cle, and animated to perfeverance by the hopes oi 
fupporting the honour of the family, and overtop- 
ping his elder brother. He had a natural du^i- 
ty of mind, without much warmth of af!e£lion oi 
elevation of fentiment ; and therefore readily com* 
plied with every variety of caprice, patiently en. 
dured contradidory reproofs, heard falfe accufa^ 
tions without pain, and opprobrious reproaches 
without reply, laughed obfbeperoully at the nine, 
tieth repetition of a joke, aiked queftions aboul 
the univerfal decay of trade, admired the flrengtli 
of thofe heads by which the price of flocks 'u 

changec 
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changed and adjafted, and behaved with fuch pnu 
dence and circumfpedion, that afker (ix years the 
will was made, and JuFvenculm was declared heir. 
But, snhappily, a month afterwards, retiring at 
night from his uncle*8 chamber, he left the door 
open behind him ; the old man tore his will } and 
l^ing then perceptibly declining, for want of time 
to deliberate, left his money to a tradilig company. 

When ieniale minds are embittered by age or {b- 
litode, dieir malignity is generally exerted in a 
rigorous and fpiteful fnperintendance of domeftic 
trifles. ErifhtU has employed her eloquence for 
twenty years upon the degeneracy of fervants, the 
naftin^fs of her hodfe, the ruin of her furniture, 
the difficulty of preferving tapeftry from the moths, 
and the careleffiiefs of the iluts whom fhe employs 
in brufhing it. It is her bufmefs every morning to 
vilit all the rooms, in hopes of finding a chair 
without its cover, a window (hut or open contrary 
to her orders, a fpot on the hearth, or a feather 
on the floor, that the reft of the day may be jufti- 
itably (pent in taunts of contempt, and vociferations 
of anger. She lives for no other purpofe, but to 
preferve the neatnefs of a houfe and gardens ; and 
feels neither inclination to vice, nor afj^ration after 
virtue, while Ihe is cngrofled by the jgreat employ- 
ment of keeping gravel from grafs, and wainfcot 
from daft. Of three amiable nieces fhe has de- 
clared herfelf an irreconcileable enemy to one^ 
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'Uxorem^ Tofihume^ ducts? 



Dic^ fud Tijtpbone, quibus exagitare colubris ? 

JUVENALIS. 

^9 tU RAMBLER. 

IKoDw not wKedier it is always a proof, of in* 
nocence to treat cenfure with contempt. We 
not only owe fo much reverence to the opini- 
on of mankind, as to wifh, that our own opinion 
of our merit may be ratified by the concurrence of 
other fufFrages ; but flnce guilt and infamy muft 
have the fame efFed upon intelligences unable to 
pierce beyond external appearance, we are obliged 
to refute a falfe charge, left we ihould counte- 
nance the crime which we have never committed. 
To turn away from an accufation with fupercilious 
filence, is equally in the power of him that is 
hardened by villany, or infpirited by innocence. 
The wall of brafs which Horace afcribes to a dear 
conference, may be fometimes raifed by impu- 
dence or power j and we ihould always wiih to 
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preferve the dignity of virtue, by adorning her with 
graces which wickednefs cannot aiHune. 

For this reafon I have determined no longer to 
endure an imputation^ which is, at leaft in my opi- 
niouy unjufl, with either patient or fullen reiigna- 
tion ; but will lay my cafe honeftly before you, 
that you or your readers may at length decide it. 

Whether you will be able to preferve your boafl:-> 
ed impartiality when you hear that I am confider- 
ed as an adverfary by half the female world, you 
may fiirely pardon me for doubting, to whatever 
veneration you may imagine yourfelf entitled by 
your age, your learning, your abftraftion, or your 
virtue. Beauty, Mr Rambler, has often over- 
powered the refolutions of the firm, and the rea- 
ibnings of the wife, roufed the old to fenfibility, 
and fubdued the rigorous to foftnefs, 

I am one of thofe unhappy beings, who, after 
having been inarked out as a hufband for many 
different women, and deliberated a hundred times 
on the brink of matrimony; after having difcufled 
all the nuptial preliminaries {6 often, that I can re* 
peat the forms in which jointures are fettled, pin* 
money fecured, and provifions for younger children 
afcertained ; am at laH doomed by general confent 
to cvcrlafling folitude, excluded by an irreverfiblc 
decree from all hopes of connubial felicity, ^vcvi* 

Vol. V. I K,\ 
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•d oat b3r eway mgAer, as a man niiofe Tifits 
not be aHifiiftpd witboutiepioachy idionuies hopes 
011I7 to embitter dHappomtmcnt, and makes ofien 
only to (edoce girls into a wafte of that part of life, 
in which thejr might gain adTantageous matches^ 
and become miSzefles and mothers. 

I hc^ yon willthink diac Ibme pait of d&is penal- 
{ererity may jnftly be remitted, when I inform yon, 
that I never yet profefled love to a woman widioat 
iincere intentions of marriage ; that I have never 
condnned an appearance of intimacy from die hour 
that my inclination chained, but to preierve her 
whom I was leaving firom the ihock of abmptnefsy 
or the ignominy of contempt ; that I always en- 
deavoured to give the ladies an opportmiity of 
feeming to difcard me ; and that I never fbrfook a 
miftreis for larger fortune or brighter beaoty, but 
becaufe I difcovered fome irregularity in her con- 
du6l, or fome depravity in her mind ; not becaufe 
I was charmed by another, but becaufe I was ot 
fended by herfelf, 

I was very early tired of that (ucceflion of amufe- 
mcnts by which the thoughts of moft young men 
are difUpated and enfeebled ; and had not long 
glittered in the iplendour of an ample patrimony, 
before I wifhed for the calm and ferenity of dome- 
ftic happinefs. Youth is naturally delight^ with 
jfpng:/itlinefs and ardour ; and therefore I breadied 

out 
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out the fighs o{ my firft afFe£tion at the feet of the 
gay, the fparkling, the vivacious Ferocula ; and 
^ncied to myfelf a perpetual (burce of happinefs, 
in wit never exhaufted, and {piric never deprefled ; 
looked with veneration on her readinefs of expe- 
dients, contempt of diiHculty, afTurance of addrefs, 
and promptitude of reply ; confidered her as ex- 
empt by fome prerogative of nature from the weak- 
nefs and timidity of female minds, and congratu- 
lated myfelf upon a companion fuperior to the com- 
mon troubles and embarraiEnents of life. I was 
indeed ibmewhat diihirbed by the unihaken perfe- 
verance with which fhe enforced her demands of 
an unreafonable fettlement ; but (hould have con- 
fented to pafs my life in her arms, had not my cu- 
rioiity led me to a croud gathered in the ftreet, 
where I found Feroculuy in the prefence of hun- 
dreds, difputing for fix-pence with a brutal chair- 
man. I faw her in fo little need of afliflance, that 
it was no breach of the laws of chivalry to forbear 
interpofition, and I ipared myfelf therefore the 
ihame of owning her acquaintance. I forgot ibme 
point of ceremony at our next interview, and foon 
provoked her to forbid me her preience. 

My next attempt was upon a lady of great emi- 
nence for learning and philofophy. I had fre- 
quently obferved the barrennefs and uniformity of 
connubial converfation ; and therefore thought 
highly of my own prudence and difcemmeut) viVv<wi 

J 2 \ 
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I feleifted from a muldtade of wealthy beaaties, 
the deep-read Mifotbea, who declared herfelf the 
Inexorable enemy of ignorant pertnefs, and puerile 
levity; and fcarcely condefcended to make tea, 
but for the lingulft, the geometrician, the aftrono- 
mer, or the poet. The Queen of the Amazons wa» 
only to be gained by the hero who could ccmquer 
her in iingle combat; and Mifothea'^ heart was 
only to blefs the fcholar who could overpower her 
by difputation. Amidfi the fondeft tranfports of 
courtfhip, ihe could call for a definition of terms, 
and treated every argument with contempt that 
could not be reduced to regular fyllogiihi. You 
may eafdy imagine, that I wiihed this courtfhip at 
an end : but when I defired her to fhorten my tor- 
ments, and fix the day of my felicity, we were led 
into a long converfation ; in which Mifothea endea- 
voured to demonfb-ate the folly of attributing 
choke and felf-dire£Uon to any human being. It 
was not difficult to difcover the danger of commit- 
ting myfelf for ever to the arms of one who might 
at any time miilake Ac didlates of pafTion, or the 
calls of appetite, for the decree of fate ; or confider 
cuckoldom as necefTary to the general fyflem, and 
a link in the everlafling chain of fucceflive caufes. 
i therefore told her, that deftiny had ordained us 
to part, and that nothing fhould have torn me from 
her but the talons of neceflity. 

I thea (blicittd the regard of the calm, the pru- 
dent. 
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dent, the ceconomical Sophronia ; a lady who con- 
iidered wit as dangerous, and learning as fupef* 
fluous ; and thought that the woman who kept her 
houfe dean, and her accompts exa^, took receipts 
for every payment, and could find them at a ftKi'* 
den call, enquired nicely after the condition of the 
tenants, read the price of flocks once a-week, and 
purchafed every thing at the beft market, could 
want no accompliftiments neccffary to the happi- 
nefs of a wife man. She difcourfed with great fo- 
lemnity on the care and vigilance which the fuper- 
intendance of a family demands ; obferved how 
many were ruined by confidence in fcrvants ; and 
told me, that fhe never expefted honefty but from 
a ftrong cheft, and that the beft ftorekeeper was 
the miftrefs^s eye. Many fuch oracles of genero- 
fity ftie uttered, and made every day new improve- 
ments in the regulation of her (ervants, and the 
diftribution of her time. I was convinced, that 
whatever I might fuffer from Bephrmna, I fhould 
cfcape poverty; and we therefore proceeded to 
adjuft the fettlcments, according to her own rule, 
fair and fofify. But one morning her maid came 
to me in tears, to entreat my intereft for a reconci- 
liation t<5 her miftrefs, who had turned her out at 
night for breaking fix teeth in a tortoife-fhell comb. 
She had attended her lady from a diftant pro- 
vince ; and having not lived long enough to fave 
much money, was deftitute among ftrangcrs, and 
though of a good family^ in danger of pcriihing in 



I 
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the fbeetSf or of heing compelled hj hunger to 
proftitotioii. I made no fcraple of promifing to 
reftore her; hot, upon my BrSL application to 
Sofbronta^ was anfwered with an air which called 
for approbation, that if (he negleded her own af« 
£urSy I might {(iQ>ed her of negleding mine ; that 
the comb fixxxi her in three half-crowns ; that no 
fervant fhonld wrong. her twice; and that indeed 
fhe took the £rft opportunity of parting with Phyl^ 
Udaj becaofey though fhe was honeft, her confB- 
tution was bad, and fhe thought her very likely 
to fall fick. Of our conference I need not tell 
you the effeft. It furely may be forgiven me, if 
on this occaEon I forgot the decency of conunou 
forms. 

From two more ladies I was difengaged by find- 
ing that they entertained my rivals at the fame 
time, and determined their choice by the liberality 
of our fetdements. Another I thought my^tXi 
juftified in forfaking, becaufe ftie gave my attorney 
a bribe to favour her in the bargain ; another, be- 
caufe I could never foften her to tendcrneis, till flie 
heard that moft of my family had died young 5 
and another, becaufe, to encreafe her fortune by 
cxpedation, fhe reprefented her fiflcr as languilh- 
ing and confumptive. 

I fhall in another letter give the remaining part 

of 
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of my hiftoiy of courtfliip. I fhould prefume that 
I hitherto have injured the majefty of female vir- 
tue, had I not hoped to transfer my afFcdtion to 
higher merit. 

HvMSNiEVS. 
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'Nulla Mflfuam de morti bomms cunGatio Ivnga ijl, 

Jvv. 

POwer and faperiority are fo flattering and 
delightful, diat fraught with temptation, 
and expo(ed to danger as they are, fcarcely 
any virtue is fo cautious, or any prudence fo timo* 
rous, as to decline them. Even thofe that have 
moft reverence for the laws of right, are pleafed 
with fhowing, that not fear but choice regulates 
their behaviour, and would be thought to comply, 
rkther than obey. We love to overlook the 
boui^aries which we do not wifh to pafs ; and, as 
the Roman fatyrifl remarks, he that has no defign 
to take the life of another, is yet glad to have it 
in his hands. 

From the fame principle, tending yet more to 
degeneracy and corruption, proceeds the defire of 
invefting lawful authority with terrour, and go- 
verning by force rather than perfuafion. Pride is 
unwilling to believe the ncceffity of aiTigning any 
^ other 
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other reafon than her own will, and wonld rather 
maintain the moft equitable claims by violence 
and penalties, than defcend from the dignity of 
command to difputes and expo^ations. 

It may, I think, be (iifpedled, that this political 
i^ce has fometimes found its way into legi/lative 
aflemblies, and mingled with deliberations upon 
property and life. A flight penifal of the laws b^ 
which the meafures of vindidive ahd coercive juft* 
ice are eftabliihed, will difcover fo many difpto^ 
portions between crimes andpuniihments, fuch cat 
pricious diftinddohs of guilt, and fuch confuiio4 
of remiflhefs and feverity, as can fcarcely be be* 
iieved to have been produced by public wifdom, 
fincerdy and calmly ftudious of public happinefs, 

The learned, the jodidous, the pious Boerifoa^e, 
relates, that he never faw a criminal dragged to 
execution, without afking himfelf, " Who knows 
** whether this man is not lefs culpaUe than me ? " 
If on the days when the priibni of this city are 
lemptied into the grave, every ipedator o£ the 
dreadful proceffion ihould put this queiUon to his 
own heart, how few among thofe that croud in 
thoufands to the legal maffacre, and look with 
careleilhefsor triumph on the utmoft ejcacerbations 
of human mifery, would be able to return without 
horrour and dejedion ? for who can congratulate 
himfelf upon a life pafled without fom.e a.&icv.oT^ 
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mifchievous to the peace or profperity of othert 
than the theft of a piece of money ? 

It has been alwa3r8 the pradtice, when any par- 
ticular fpedes of robbery becomes prevalent and 
common, to endeavom* its fuppreffion by capital 
pnniihments. Thus, one generation of malefac* 
tors is commonly cut ofF, and their {ucceffors are 
frighted into new expedients: the art of thievery is 
augmented with greater variety of fraud, and 
fubtilized to higher degrees of dexterity, and mors 
occult methods of conveyance. The law then re* 
news the purfnit in the heat of anger, and over- 
takes the offender again with death. Bythispra^ce, 
capital inflidUons are multiplied, and crimes very 
different in their degrees of enormity are equally 
fubjeded to the fevereff puniihment that man has 
the power of exerciiing upon man* 

The lawgiver undoubtedly eftimates the ma* 
lignity of a crime, not merely by the lofs or pain 
which individuals may fuffer, but by the general 
alarm and anxiety arifing from the fear of miichief, 
and infecurity of pofTeifion : he therefore exerdfes 
the right which focieties are fuppoied to have o* 
ver the lives of thofe that compofe them, at once 
to puniih a tranfgreffion, and to maintain order 
and prefeij/e quiet : he enforces thofe laws with 
feverity that are mofl in danger of violation ; as 

the 
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the commander of a garrifon doubles the guard 
on that fide which is threatened by the enemy* 

This procedure has been long tried ; but tried 
with fo little fuccefs, that rapine and violence are 
hourly encreaiing : yet fewfeem willing to defpair 
of its eiEcacy : and of thoie who employ their 
fpeculations upon the corruption of the people, 
fome propofe the introdudtion of more horrid, 
lingering^ and terrific puniihments ; fome are in- 
clined to accelerate the executions ; fome to dif- 
courage pardons ; and all feem to think^ that le- 
nity has given confidence to wickednefs, and that 
we can only be refcued from the talons of robber/ 
by inflexible rigour and fanguinary juflice. 

Yet fmce the right of fetting an uncertain and 
arbitrary value upon life, has been often dif- 
puted ; and fince experience of pafl times gives us 
little reafon to hope, that any reformation will be 
efieded by a periodical havock of our fellow-be- 
ings ; perhaps it will not be ufelefs, to consider 
what ^onfequences might arife from relaxations of 
thekw, and a more rational and equitable pror 
portion of penalties to offences. 

Death is, as one of the ancients obferves, 7i 7S9 
f^t^p ^fit^lttTov^ •/ driadful things the mofi 
dreadful i an evil, beyond which nothing can be 
threatened by fublunary power, or f€ar«4ixQxfiL\cQ^- 

EL 2 TCkasL 
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•man enmity or vengeance. This terrour (hcmld 
therefore be ref^rved as the IsJk refbrt of aathontyy 
as the ftrongeft and moft operative of prohibitory 
fanfiions; and placed only before the treafoie of 
life, to guard from invafion what cannot be refio- 
red. To equal robbery with morder, is to reduce 
'murd^ to robbery, to confound ill common minds 
the gradations of injury^ and incite the commiffion 
.of a greater crime, to prevent the detei^Uon of a 
lefs. If only murder were punifhed with death, 
^ery few robbers would ftain their hands in blood; 
•but when by the laft aA of cruelty no new danger 
:is incurred, and Security may probably be obtain- 
^, upon what principle fliali we bid diem for- 
bear? • 

It may be urged^ that the {bntence is often mi- 
tigated to fmiple robbery. But furely this is to con- 
fefs that our laws are unreafonable in our own opi- 
nion : and indeed it may be obferved^ that all but 
•murderers have< at their laft hour, the conunon 
icnfations of mankmd pleading in their favour. 

From diis convidion of the inequality of the pu- 
ttifhment to the offence proceed the frequent feli- 
citations of pardons. They who would rejoice at 
the correction of a thief, are yet /hocked at the 
thought of deftroying him. His crime is extenua- 
ted by comparing it with his mifery, and (everity 
■defeats itfelf by exciting pity. 
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The g^bet, indeed, certainly difables thofe who 
dye upon it from in&fting the community; but 
their death ieems not to contribute more to the re- 
formation of their afibdates, than any other me- 
thod of ieparation. A thief ieldom paiTes mudi 
of his time in recolledUon or anticipation ; but from 
robbery haftens to riot, and from riot to robbery ; 
nor when the grave has clofed upon his compamoii» 
has any other care than to find another. 

The frequency of capital puniihments rarely 
hinders the commiffion of a crime, but generally 
prevents its detedion ; and is^ if we reafon only 
i^n prudential principles, chiefly for that reafon 
to be avoided. Whatever may be urged by ca- 
iiufis or politicians, the greater part of mankind, 
as they can never thi^k, that to pick die pocket 
and to pierce the heart are equal, will icarcely be^ 
lieve, that two maleiaAons fo different in guilty 
xran be jufily doomed to the fame puniihment : nor 
is the neceffity of fubmittiug the cqnfciepce to hu- 
man laws, {o plainly evinced, or fo clearly dated, 
l>ut that the pious, the tender, and the juf(, will 
always feruple to concur with the community in an 
ji£t which their private judgment cannot approve. 

He who knows not how often rigorous laws pro- 
-duce total impunity, and how many crimes are 
concealed and forgotten for foar of hurrying the 
4>frender into that Hate in which .there is no repent- 



> 
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ance, has converfed very little with mankind : and 
whatever epithet of rtproach or contempt this com-^ 
paffion may incur from thofe who confound enieltjr 
with £rmne{s, I know not whether any wife man 
would wifh it leis powerful or le& extenfive. 

If all thofe whom the wifdom of our laws has 
condemned to dye, had been deteded in their m* 
diments of robbery, they might by proper difd- 
pline and ufeful labour have been diientangled 
from their habits ; and eicaping all the temptations 
to fubfequent crimes, have paifed a life of repara- 
tion and penitence. And deteded they might all 
have been, had the profecntors been certain that 
their lives would have been (pared. I believe tve- 
Ty thief will confei», that he has been more than 
once feized and difmided ; and that he has fome- 
times ventured upon capital crimes, because he 
knew, that thofe whom he injured, would rather 
connive at his efcape, than cloud their minds with 
the horrours of his death. 

All laws againft crimes ^e xnefFedual, unleft 
fome will inform, and fome will profecute. But 
till there is fome mitigation of penalties for mere 
violations of property, information will always be 
hated, and profecution dreaded. The ears of a 
good man cannot but recoil at the thought of pu- 
nifhing a flight injury with death ; efpecially when 
he remembers, that the thief might have procured 

fafety 
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fafety by another crimen from which he was re* 
ftrained only by his remaining virtue. 

The obligations to aflift the exercife of public 
juflice, are indeed ftrong 5 but they will for ever be 
overpowered by tendemefs for life. What is pu- 
nifhed with feverity, contrary to onr ideas of ade- 
qaate retribution^ will be feldom difcovered; 
and multitudes will be fufFered to advance from 
crime to crime, till they deferve death, becaufe, 
if they had been early proiecuted, they would have 
filtered death before they had deferved it. 

. This fcheme of invigorating the laws by relaxa- 
tion, and extirpating wickednefs by lenity, is fo 
remote from common pradice, that I might rea- 
sonably fear to expofe it to the public, could it be 
fapported only by my own obfervations ; I iball 
therefore, by afcribing it to its author, Sit Thomas 
Ji9re, endeavour to procure it that attenticm, which 
J wiih always paid to prudence, to juftice> and to 
mercy. 



N<»ii5. 
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SIR, 

ISit di>#H> ki patftiK^ 6f itiy late ei 
meUQ 't0 relate the rtoiiuiing part of ^ 
ireotiii'06 that bdel m6 in tny long q 
conjugal felidtyi wliidi, tlliMtj^ I have ii 
becb to happy aii to oht^h Jt^ I hare at It) 
deavouittd to define hy im\^eaiied*diligencey 
Wt&ifftAiig, from repeated difapjpoihtmehti 
abatement of my hope, ot tej^reffion of my \ 

You mull have obferved in the world a i 
of mortals, who employ themfelves in proi 
matrimony, and, without any vifible motive 
tereft or vanity, without any difcoverable ii 
of malice or benevolence, without any read 
diat they want objeds of attention, and tO] 
converfation, are inceffantly bufy in pro 
wives and hulbands, fill the ears of every 



N^.iij:. Thfl RAMBLER. 81 

4nan and womtn with fame convenient match ; 
.and when they aie informed of your age and for- 
tune, oiler a faitner of iife with the (kme rcadi- 
nefs, and the fame indifference as a falefman, when 
lie has .taken meafore by his eye» Au hi& cuftomcr 
Avith a coat 

It might be expeded that they fhould foon be 
difcouraged from this voluntary interpofition by 
refentment or contend and diat every man fhould 
determine die choice onyvkiA fo mnch of his haph 
pineis muft depend,' by his own judgment and ob» 
fervation : yet it happens, that as thefe ph>po(als 
ftre.'generally made wi^ a ihow of kindnefs, they 
feUooi provoke anger« Jbut are>at worft hAxtd jtMl 
patieniie and fiorgottsn. They influenoe wcdk 
nittds to approbation ; for. many ase £arc to find 
in a new companion whatever/qualities they have 
beea taught to expeH i. and in more powerful and 
aftive underftandings diey excite .cmiofity; and 
ibmetimesy byaluckyhit, bring perfons of iimilar 
virtues within the attradUon of eaqh other. 

I was known to pofieis a fbctune, and to want a 
wifef and therefore viras frequently attended by 
thefe hymeneal folidtars, . with whofe imporbmity 
I was ibmetimes diverted, and fbmetimes perplex-* 
cd : for diey contended for me as vultures for a 
carcafe ; each employed all his eloquence and all 
his artifice to enforce- and promote his owti fchcxcA^ 

VoL.V, L ^^^^ 
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{rom the fuccefs of which he was to receive no o- 
fher advantage, than the pleafure of defeating o- 
^ers equally eager and equally ind^flrioiis. 

An invitation to (up with one of thofe offidooi 
friends, made me by an artful chance acquainted 
with CandUa^ by whom it was expected that I 
ihould be fuddenly and irrefiftibly enflaved. The 
lady, who^i the fame kindneis had brought without 
hei' own coQCurpence into the Ms of love, feemed 
to think me atleaft worthy of the honour of capti« 
vity; and exerted ^e power, both of her eyesand 
wit, with fomuch art and fpirit, that though I had 
been too often deceived by appearances to devote 
snyfelf irrevocably at the firft interview, yet I 
could not fupprefs (bme r^tures of admiration, 
and flutters of defire. I was eafily perfuaded to 
make nearer approaches ; but foon difcovered, 
that an union with Camiiia was not much to be 
wiihed. Camilla profeiled a boundlefs contempt 
for the folly, levity, ignorance, and impertinence 
of her own fex ; and very fi-equendy exprefled her 
wonder, that men of learning or experience could 
fubmit to trifle away life with beings incapable of 
folid thought. In mixed companies fhe always af* 
fociated with the men, and declared her fatisfac- 
tion when the ladies retired. If any fhort excuriion 
into the country was propofed, fhe commonly in- 
fifled upon the exclufion of women from the par- 
^; becaufe^ where they were admitted^ the time 

was 
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was wafted in frothy compliments, weak indulgent 
Ces; and idle ceremonies. To fhew the greatnefi 
of her mind, fhe avoided all compliance with the 
fafhion ; and, to boaft the profundity of her know« 
ledge; jkniibok the irarioas textures of iilk, con- 
founded tabbies with damafks, knd fent for rib- 
bons by wrong names ^ She defpifed the ufelefs 
commerce of vifits, a farce of einp^ form with- 
out fincerity, and without inftmdtion; and con- 
gratulated herfelf; that fhe never learned the low 
ftyle of me/Iage-cards. She often applauded the 
noble fentiment ofP/atOf who rejoiced that he was 
bom a man rather than a woman ; proclaimed her 
approbation of Sivi/fs opinion, that wotnen are 
only a higher fpedes of monkies } and confefled« 
that when fhe coniidered the behaviour^ or heard 
the converfation of her fex, fhe could not but for- 
give the Turks for fufpe^ng them to want fouls* 

It was the joy and pride of CMntiUay to have pro« 
voked^ by this contemptuous infolence, all the 
rage of hatred, and all the perfecutions of ca- 
lumny ; nor was fhe ever more elevated with her 
own fuperiority, than when fhe talked of female 
anger, and female cunning. Well, fays fhe, has 
Nature provided that fuch virulence fhould be dif* 
abled by folly, and fuch cruelty be rdfhrained by 
impotence. 

Cmilla doubdeis expeded thatwbaX &!^\Q^otk 

L z ^XA 
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one fide^ (he fliould gain oa the other ; and ims^* 
ned, that ev«7 malft heart would be open to a lady 
who made &eh geaetoas adyances to the borders 
ofvinHty. Botmaa, oagrateful man, infteadof 
fpringing forward to meet her, fhrunk back at 
her approach! She was perfecuted by the ladiet 
as a deferter, and at beft received by the men oafy 
as^a fugitive. I, for my part, amufed mjSBX a 
while with her fi>pperies ; but novelty fixm gaio 
way todeteftation; for nothing out of die con m o n 
order of natove can be long born. I had no ia- 
dination to a wife who had the fuggednefs of man 
withooc hk force, and the ignorance of woniaii 
widibm her ibftnefi ; nor could I diink my qdet 
and honour to be entrofted to fuch audacious vir« 
tue, as was hbudy courting danger and ioliciting 
afTatilt. 

My next mlllrers was Nstella, a lady of gentle 
mien and foft voiee, always faking to approve, 
aiid ready to receive direction from thofa with 
whom chance had brought her into company. In 
Nite/Ia I promifed myfelf an eafy friend, widi 
whom I might loiter away the day without dif- 
turbance or altercation. I therefore ibon reiblved 
to addrefs her; but was difcouraged from profecu- 
ting my courtfhip, by obfervingthat her apartments 
were fuperftitioufly regular, and that unlefs fhc had 
notice of my vifit ftie was never to be feen. There 
is a kind of anxious cleanlinefs which I have al- 
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ways noted as the chxnBcnSdc of a flatten! : it 19 
the fnperfluoiis icTapalofity of goik, 4readiag <iiP< 
covoj, and flmniimg fiiipickm; it is tho^MttL09> 
of an eSon zffaoA habit, which being, impelled 
by external nkOtives cuinot flop at the ndddk» 
p<»ni. 

KigMk was always trickedont ladier withnkei^ 
than imlh elegance s andfeldom-conld foibear t» 
dlTcover by her nneafinefs and conftraint, that Imi 
attention was brnthened, and her imagination en- 
groiM : and thereftnv 1 conchided, that, being 
only occa£oiiaUy and aaobkioiiity dreftd,>flie waa 
not ftfliiliaiifed to her own ornaments. There are 
fo maiy co mp ei ko s s for dM &Be of deaa&iefi, 
#iat it is not haidr so gain ialbnna^aft of tiMfe tkae 
failfiom thofethat d^re to excel; I theve^n» 
quickly foand, that iVilMKspafled her tone between^ 
£nery and dirc, smd was always in a wrapper^ 
night-capi, and flippen, when ihe was- not decora-- 
ted for immediate ihew, 

I was dien led by my erS deftiiiy to CkuykSs^ 
whonevcr ne^eAed attopponanityof ieisEiiig a mew^ 
prey when k came wiAm her reach. Ithoof^ 
myfdf qflkidy made happy by a permifioB toat- 
t^ her to pdbfie places; and pieced my own vaai^ 
ty widi lauig^g the emry which 1 Aoold nifis in a 
thou£uidheaitS| by iq[»pearing as the aeknewledgedL 

fovaacito 
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&TOarite of Cbarjb£s. She fbon a&a hinted her 
intention to take a ramble for a ibrtnight into a put 
of die kingdom which fhe had never (een. I foli' 
dt<d die happinela of accompajtying her i which, 
after a Ihort relnflance, waa indulged me. She 
had' no other curiofity in her joiuney than after 
all polSble means of expence, and was every mo- 
ment taking OccaJion to mentioD fome ddicacjr 
which I knew it my du^ upon fuch notices to 
procurci 

After our return, being now more familiar, Jhe 
tcdd me, where-ever we met, of a new diveriloii. 
At night ihe had always notice of a charming 
companythatwouldbrcakfaftinthe gardens; and 
in the morning fhe had been informed of fome 
new fong in the opera, fome new drefs at the play- 
ho«fe, or fome performer at a concert whom Jhe 
longed to hear. Her intelligence was fuch, that 
there never was a fliow of which Ihe had not no- 
tice i and aa Ihe hated a croud, and could not go 
alone, I was obliged to attend at fome interme- 
diate hour, and pay the piice of a whole company. 
As we paifed the ftreets, fhe was often charmed 
with fome trinket in the toy-fhops ; and, from mo- 
derate defires of feals and fnuff-boxes, rofe, by de- 
^^tees, 10 gold and diamonds. I now began to find 
^B|bj£iulc of Charybdii too coJUy for a private 
^^^L and added one more to ftx and forty lo< ' 



K-I15. The RAMBLER. 87 

vers, whofe fortane and patience her rapacity had 
exhaufted. 

Lnperia then took pofleffion of my afBs^ons, but 
kept them only for a fhort time. She had newly 
inherited a large fortane i and haying fpent the 
early part of her life in "die pemfal of romances, 
broi|gh| with her into the gay world all the pride 
oideofatray expeded nothing lefs than vows, al- 
tars, and facrifices ; and thought her charms dif- 
honoured, and her power infringed, by the fofteft 
pppofition to her fentiments, or the fmalleil tranf- 
greilion of her commands. Time might indeed 
cure this ipecies of pride in a mind not naturally 
nndifceming, and vitiated only by falfe reprefen-^ 
tadons : but the operations of time are flow; and I 
therefore left her to grow wife at leifyre^ or to con« 
tinue in error at her own expence. 

Thus I have hitherto, in fpite of myfelf, pafled my 
life in frozen celibacy. My £riends, indeed, often 
tell me, that I flatter my imagination with higher 
hopes than human life can gratify ; that I drefs up 
fm ideal charmer in all the radiance of perfedHon, 
and then enter the world to look for the fame ex- 
^Uence in corporeal beauty. But furely, Mr 
Rambler, it is not madnefs to hope for fome ter- 
feflrial lady unflained with the fpots which I have 
been defcribing, at leaft I am refolved to purfue 
XKf f^arch ; for I am fo far from thinking measly 
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bf maniagc, ^diat I belie?e it abk to adford die 
higheft happinefs decreed to our preTent-fiate ; and 
if, after all my mifcarriagesy I find a woman that 
41ts mpiAftxpt&MTm, jtm-ihalthar wkc mart 
fiom 

iwv, (s^c. 

Hyicenavs. 
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Oftai epbifpia hos figer^ optai urare cahallus, 

HoR« 



To the R AM B L E R. 

■ • • 

SIR, 

I Was tiie fecoad fbn of a cooncry gentleman by 
the daughter of a wealthy citizen of London. 
-My father -having by his marriage^ freed die 
tftate from a heavy mortgage, and • psdd his iifters 
their portions, thought himfelfdircharged from all 
obligation to farther thought, and- entitled to (pend 
the reft of his life in rural pleafures. He therefore 
(pared nodiing chat might contribute to thecom- 
j^etion of his felicity i he {MXKured the-beft hounds 
and horfes that the kingdom could fupply, paid 
large falaries to his ^toom and huntfman, and be- 
came the €nvy of the county for the difcipline of 
his dogs. But above all his other attainments, he 
was eminent for a breed of pointers and fetting 
dogSf which by long and vigilant cultivation he 
had fo much improved, that not a partridge or 
heathcock could reft in fecurity ; and^ame of what'^ 
ever fpedes that^ared to l^t upon hiiinaxiot^ 

V0L,V. M 'W^A 
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was beaten down by his gan> or covered with his 



liets. 



My elder brother was very eaily initiated in the 
chafe ; and at an age when other boys are creeping 
Uke fnaiis unwilling^ to fchool^ . he coiild wind ihe 
hqrn» beat the buihes, bound over hedges^'and 
(wim rivers. When the huntiman one day broke 
his legy he fupplied his place with equal abilities^ 
and came home with the fcut in hi^ha^, amidft the 
acclamations of the whole village. I being either 
delicate or timorous^ lefs deiirous or lefs capable 
i)f filvanheroifin, was always the &vourite of my 
mother i becaufe I kept my coat dean, and my 
complexion free from freckles^ and did not come 
home like my brother mired and tanned, nor carry 
com in my hat to the horfe, nor bring dir^ cxxn 
into the parlour. 

My mo^er not having been, taught to amuft 
herfelf with books, and being tjoo much inclined 
to defpife the Ignorance and barbarity of the conn- 
try-ladies to learn their fentiments or converfation, 
had made np addition to the notio|is which fhe had 
brought from the precin^s pf fkrnhiU, §he was« 
therefore, ^ ways recopnting the glories of the city, 
enumerating the fucceflion of mayors, difplaying 
the magnificence of the banquets at GuiUkall^ and 
f elating the civilities paid her at the companies 
feafts, by men, of whpm fpm^ are now a^e alder- 
men. 
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men, fome have fined for fherifFs^ and none were 
worth leis than forty thoufand pounds. She fre* 
quently difplayed her father's greatnefs, told of the 
large bills which he had paid at fight, of the fums 
for which his word would pafs upon the Exchange* 
the he^ps of gold which he ufed on Saturday night 
to tois about with a fhovel, the extent of his ware- 
hoofe, and the ftrength of his doors ; and when fhe 
relaxed her ima^ation with lower fubjeds, de« 
fcribed the furniture of their country-houie^ or rc« 
peated the wit of the clerks and porters. 

By thefe narratives I was fired with the iplen^ 
door and dighity of Londony and of trade. I there- 
fore devoted myfelf to a Ihop, and warmed my 
imagination from year to year with enquiries about 
the privileges of a freeman, the power of the Com- 
mon Council, the dignity of a wholefale dealer, 
and the grandeur of mayoralty, to which my mo- 
ther afTured me that many had aitived who had 
begun the world with \e^ than myfelf. 

I was very impatient to enter into a path whicJi 
led to fuch honour and felicity, but was forced 
for a time to fuifer fome repreifion of my eager- 
^<sk ; for it was my grandfather's maxim. That ai 
yotmg manfeldom makes much moneys njoho is out ofhii 
time before two and twenty. They thought it ne* 
ceilaxy, therefore, to keep me bx home till the pro- 
per age> without any other employm^UXi^^u^^ 

Mz ^^ 
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of learning merchants* accounts, and the art of re- 
gulating books. But at length the tedious days e- 
lapfed, I was tranfplanted to town, and with great 
fatisfadtion to myfelf bound to a haberdaiher. 

My jnafier, who had no conception of asy vir« 
tue, merit, or dignity, but that of being rich, had 
all the good qualities which naturally arife from a 
dofe and unwearied attention to the main chance: 
and his deiire to gain wealth was fo well tempeied 
by the vanity of ihowing it, that, without any otto 
principle of adlion, he lived in the efteem of the 
whole commercial world ; and was always treated 
with refped by the only men whofe good opinio& 
he valued or folicited, thofe who were univerfaUy 
allowed to be richer than himfelf. 

By his InArudlions I learned in a few weeks to 
handle a yard with great dexterity, to wind tape 
neatly upon the ends of my fingers, and to make 
up parcels with exadt frugality of paper and pack* 
thread ; and foon caught from my fellow- appren- 
tices the true grace of a countet-bow, ' the carekls 
air with which a fmall pair of fcales is to be held 
between the fingers, and the vigour and fprighdi- 
nefs with which the box, after the ribbon has been 
cut, is returned into its place. Having no defire 
of any higher employment, and therefore applying 
all my powers to the knowledge of my trade, I 
Ibon learned all that could be known, became a cri- 
tic 
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tic in finall wares, contriyed new variations of fi* 
gnresi and new mixtures of coloorsy and was fbme- 
times confblted by the weavers when they projeded 
£dhio&8 for the enfning ipring. 

Widi all thefe accomplifhments» in the fourth 
year of my apprenticefhip» I paid a vifit to my 
friends in the country; where I expedted to be re- 
cmed as a new ornament of the family^ and con- 
fnlted by the neighbooring gentleinen as a mafter 
of pecnniaiy knowledge, and by the ladies as an 
Qrade of the mode« But, unhappily, at the 'BiHt 
pnbEc table to which I was invited, appeared a 
ftndent of the Temple* and an'ofHcer of the guards^ 
who looked upon me with a (mile of contempt ; 
which deftroyed at once all my hopes of diftin^on, 
ib that I durft hardly raife my eyes, for fear of en- 
comstering their fuperiority of mien. Nor was my 
cxmrage revived by any opp(»tunities of difjrfaying' 
my knowledge : for the templar entertained the 
company for part of the day with hiftorical narra- 
tives, and political obfervations ; and the colonel 
afterwards detailed the adventures of a birthnight, 
told the claims and expeditions of the courtiers^' 
and gave an account of affembHes, gardens, and 
diverfions. I indeed eflayed to fill up a paufe ini 
a parliamentary debate, with a faint mention of 
trade and Spaniards ; and once attempted with 
fbme warmth to corteft a grofs mifbike about a- 
filver breaft-knot. But a^tibier- oS- rstf antsigatkSfiir 
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feemed to think a repty heceflary : they refiimed 
their difcoorie without emotion, and again engrofs- 
cd the attention of the company ; nor did one of 
the ladies appear deiirous to know my opinion of 
her drefsy or to hear how long the carnation fhot 
with white that was then new amongfl them, had 
been antiquated in town. 

I knew that neither of thefe gentlemen had more 
money than myfelf, and therefore could not difco- 
ver what had depreiTed me in their prefence ; nor 
why they were confidered by others as more wor- 
thy of attention and refpeft; and therefore refol- 
vedy when we met again, to roufe my fpirit, and 
force myfelf into notice. I went very early to ther 
following weekly meeting, and was entertaining a 
fmall circle very fuccefsfiilly with a minute repre- 
fentation of my Lord Mayor's fhow, when the co- 
lonel entered carelefs and gay, fat down with a 
kind of unceremonious civility, and, without ap- 
pearing to intend any interruption, drew my au- 
dience away to the other part of the room, to which 
I had not the courage to follow them. Soon after 
came in the lawyer, not indeed with the fame at-, 
trafiion of mien, but with greater powers of Ian-- 
guage. And by one or other the company was (6 
happily amufed, that I was neither he^ nor feen ; 
nor was able to give any other proof of my exiil- 
ence, than that I put round the glafs, and was in 
my turn permitted to nsune the.to^. 
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My mother indeed endeavoured to comfort me 
in my vexation, by telling me, that perhaps theft 
ihowy talkers were hardly able to pay every one 
his own ; that he who has money in his pocket, 
tteeds not care what any man fays of him ; that if 
I minded my trade, the time would come when 
lawyers and foldiers would be glad tt> borrow out 
of my purfe ; and that it was fine when a man 
could fet his hands to his iides, aod fay he is worth 
forty thoufand pounds every day of the year. 
•Thefe, and many more fuch confolations and en- 
fXHiragements I received from my good nkother : 
which however did oot much allay my uneafinefs } 
ipr by fome accident I had heard* that the country- 
ladies d<?fpiied her as a dt, J had.thi^refbre no 
longer much reverence for her opinions; but con^ 
fidered her as one whofe ignorance and prejudice 
had hurried me, though without ill intentions, in- 
to a ilate of mea^meis and ignominy, from which 
I coi}ld ^ot find any poilibility of rifing^ th^ rani; 
y/hich my anceitcK? had always hel4« 

, I returned howeyer to my mailer, and bufied 
jnyfelf with thread a^ filk laces, but withoiit n^y 
former chearfulnefs or alacrity. I had nqw no 
longer any felicity in contemplating the exad dif- 
pofition of my powdered curls, the equal plaits of 
my ruffles, or the glofTy blackneis of my fhoes ; 
nor heard with my former elevation thofe compli-^ 
ments which ladies fometimes condefcended to pay 
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me upon my reasdiods m twiftiiig a paper, or 



counting oat the change. The term oijatmg 
with.whick I was Ibmetimes hoaonred as I canaed 
a parcel to the doer of a coach, tortored.my ima- 
gination : I gieir negligent of my perfen, aad 
fiilkn in my temper; often miibok the demandi 
of the oiftomers, treated their caprices and objec- 
tions with contempt, and received and difmiflcd 
them with fqrly filence. 

My mafter was afraid left the (hop ihoold (afe 
by diis change ^f my behai/9oar ; and thercfeie, 
after icmie-eiqwflalatibns, pofted me ui the ware- 
houfe, and peferved me from the danger and re- 
proach of defefdon, to which my difbmiimt wobU 
certainly have nrged me had I continiied anj 
longer behind the counter. 

In the iixth yearof-my iervltade, mybxodier 
dyed of-dninken joy, for having nm down a fox 
^at had baffled all the packs in the province. I 
was now heir, and with the hearty confent of mj 
mafter coiiimenGed gendeman. The adventues 
in which my new chara^ler engaged me, (hall be 
commonicated in another letter by. Sir, 

MlSOCAPSJUVSt 
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Nothing has more retarded the advancement 
of learning, than the difpoittion of vulgar 
minds to xidiode and vilify what they can- 
not comprehend. All indoftry mail be exdted by 
hope ; and as the fhident often propofes no other 
rewaid to himfelf dian praife, he is eafily difcou- 
raged by contempt and inlidt. He whb brings 
with him into a damoroas mnldtade die timidity 
of reduie fpecolation, and has never liardened his 
front in public life, nor accuftomed his pailions to 
the vidfiitudes and accidents, the triumphs and de^ 
feats of mixed converfation, will blufh at the ftare 
of petulant incredulity, and fuffer himfelf to bd 
driven, by a burft of laughter, from the fortrefles 
of demonlfaration. The mechanic wiU b^ ^£\2lA 
Vol. V. N XCk 
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to aflert, before hardy contradiftion, the pofiibility 
of tearing down bulwarks with a iilkworm's thread ; 
and theailronomet of relatiiig the ra,pidity. of light, 
the diftance of the £xed ftars, and the height of 
the lunar mountains. 

' If I could by any efforts have fhaken off to 
cowardice, I had not iheltered myfelf under a bor- 
rowed name, nor appHed to you for the means of 
communicating to the public the theory of a garret; 
a fubje6l which, except fome flight and tranfient 
fbidlures, has been hitherto negleded by thofe who 
were beft qualified to aidorn if» either for want of 
leiiure to profecute the various refearches in which 
a nice difcuffion muft neceflarily engage them, • or 
becaufe it requires fuch diveriity of knowledge, and 
fuch extent of curiofityy as is fcarcely to be found 
in any Angle intelled; or becaufe they having 
more (agacity than myfelf, forefaw the tumults 
which would be raifed againfl them, and knowing 
that it was vain to write what they durfl not pa* 
bliih, confined their knowledge to their own 

. brealb, and abandoned prsjudiee and folly to the 
dire^ion of chance. 

That the profcfTors of literature generally refide 
in the higheft flories, has been immemorially ob- 
ferved. The wifdom of the ancients was well ac- 
quainted with the intelledlual advantages of an ele- 
vated fituatiou ; why elfe were the Mufes Rationed 

on 
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on Ofympus'ot "Paniaffm^ by thofe who could with 
eqnal right have raifed them bowers in the vale of 
Tempe^ or ere6ied their altars among the flexures of 
Meandef-f Why was jow himielf nurfed upon a 
mountain ? or why did the goddefles, when the 
prize of beauty was contefted, try the caufe upon 
the top of Ida ? Such were the fidions by which 
the great mafters of the earlier ages endeavoured 
to inculcate to pofterity the importance of a garret ; 
which, though they have been longobfcured by the 
negligence and ignorance of iucceeding times, were 
well enforced by the celebrated iymbol ofPjthago- 
rasy inuuv 'wiovrav rh »%» f^offKWiif when the 
wind blows, worfhip its echo. This could not but 
be underftood by his diiciples as an inviolable in- 
junftion to live in a garret, which I have always 
found frequently vifited by the echo and the wind. 
Nor was the tradition whoHy obliterated in the age 
of Auguftus; for Tilmllus evidently congratulates 
himfelf upon his garret, not without fome alluAon 
to the Pythagprtan precept. 



^mmjwvat immfts ventos audiri cuhan te m ' 
Aut, gelidas hyhernus aquas cumjuderit ctufiefy 
Securumfinmosy imhrejuvantCy fequi! 

And it is impoffible not to difcover the fondnefs of 
Lucretius for a garret in his defcription of the lofty 
towers of ferene learning, and the plcafurc with 
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every day aflfbrds inftances of local onderftandingy 
of wits and reafoners, whofe facoldes^are adapted 
to fome fingle fpot, and who, when they are le* 
moved to any other place, £nk at once into filenoe 
and ftapidity. I have difcovered by a long feries 
of obfervations> that invention and elocotion fnfe 
great impediments from denfe and impure va- 
pours ; and that the tenuity of a defecated air, at 
a. proper diftance from the fur&ce of the earth, 
accelerates the fancy, and fets at liberty thefe in- 
te)le6iual powers which were before ihackled by 
too ftrong attradtion, and unable to expand them- 
felves under the preiTure of a gro(s atmofphere. 1 
have found dulnefs to quicken into fentim^nt in a 
thin ether, as water, though not very hot, boils in 
a receiver partly exhaufled ; and heads in appear- 
ance empty have teemed with notions upon rifing 
ground, as the Hdccid fides of a football would 
have fwelled out into fli^efs and extenfion. 

For this reafon I never think myfelf qualified to 
judge decifively of any man's faculties, whom I 
have only known in one degree of elevadon ; but 
take fome opportunity of attending him from Ae 
cellar to the garret, and try upon him. all the va- 
rious degrees of rare^dtion and condenfation, ten- 
iion and laxity. If he is neither vivacious alof^, 
nor ferious below, I then confider him as hope- 
lefs : but as it feldom happens that I do not find: 
the temper to which the texture of his brain 

is 
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is fitted, I accommodate him in time with a tube 
pf mercury ; fjrft marking the point moft favourable 
to his intellefb, according to rules which I have 
long ftudied, and which I may perhaps reveal to 
mankind in a complete treatife of barometrical 
pneumatology. 

Another caofe of die gaiety and fpiightUnefs of 
the dwellers in garrets, is probably the encreafe of 
that verdginous mojtion, with which we are carried 
round by the diurnal revolution of the earth. The 
power of agitation upon the fpirits is well known ; e- 
very man has felt his heart lightened in a rapid ve- 
hicle, or on a galloping horfe ; and nothing is plainer, 
than that he who towers to the fifth ftory , is whirled 
through more fpace by every circumrotadon, than 
another that grovels upon the ground-floor.' The 
nations between the tropics are known to be fiery, 
inconflant, inventive, and fanciful ; becaufe, living 
at the utmoft length of the earth's diameter, they 
are carried about with more fwiftnefs than thofe 
whom nature has placed nearer to the poles : and 
therefore, as it becomes a wife man to ibuggle 
with the inconveniencies of his country,*whenever 
celerity and acntenefs are requifite, we mufl actuate 
our languor by taking a few turns round the centra 
in a garret. 

If you imagine that I afcribe to air and modon 
effects which they cannot produce^ I defire ^qm 10* 



.toilfalt jotir t>wn'iiremOiy, and confider whedier 
]foa have neirer known a man acquire vrepntadon 
in his gaivet, ^hich, when fortune or a patron 
liad placed him npon the-firft floor, he was onaUe 
tO'ti^iniaitty and^ho neirer xeeorered his fbrmer 
vigour of underftanding till he was'iiafiored 'tO'htt 
native fituation. That a garret will make eveiy 
toan aWit, I atn very:far ^om 'fii{^»ofing. I'kaoir 
there are ibme wbo -would condnue tiloeUheacbc- 
ven on the fomnut of the AmAs, or<m^ peak of 
Tsnerifi. But let not any man ^be ^ilfidersd is 
unimpcoveable tiU this po^t remtAy has 4wen 
tried; for perhaps he was formedtotbe-gnMtqidlf 
in a garret, as the joiner of Jreiitus was « iMid- 
man in eveiy place bat:his ownfliop. 

I'think afi^uent removal to various difiances 
from the centre fo necefTary to a juft efHmate of in* 
telledual abilities, and confequendy of fo great 
nfe in educadon, that, if I hoped diat the public 
could be perfuaded to fo expeicdve an experiment, 
I would propofe'that there ihould be a cavern 
dug, and<a tower ere6led, like thofe which Akm 
defcribes in Solomon^ houfe, for the expanfion-aad 
concentradon of underftanding, according to the 
exigence of different employments or conftitndons. 
Perhaps fome that fume away in meditadons upon 
dme and fpace in the tower, might compofe tables 
of intereft at a certain depth; and he that upon 
ievel ground fbgnates in aarradve^ mi^t, at the 

height 
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height of half a mile, ferment into merriment, 
fparkle with repartee, and froth with declamation. 

Addifin obferves, that we may find the heat of 
VirgWs climate in fome lines of his Geiorgic j fo, 
when I read a compofition, I immediately deter- 
fliine the height of the aathor^s habitation. As an 
elaborate performance is commonly (aid to fmell 
of the lamp, my commendation of a noble thought, 
a fprightly fally, or a bold figure, is to pronounce 
it frefh from the garret ; an expreflion which would 
break from me upon the pemfal of moft of your 
papers, did I not believe that you have quitted the 
garret, and afcended to the cock-loft. 



f*. / 
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-Omnes zllacrymahi/es 



Urgenfur, ignotique longd 

No£!e. 

Ho R» 

CJcero has, with his ufual elegance and mag* 
niiicence of language, attempted, in his 
relation of the dream of Scipio^ to deprc^ 
ciate thofe honours for which he himfelf appears 
to have panted with reftlefs and importunate foli- 
^tude, by fho\ying within what narrow limits all 
that fame and celebrity which man can hope from 
men is circumfcribed. 

** You fee," {^ysJ/ricanus, pointing at the earth 
from the celeftial regions, " that the globe afSgned 
*'* to the refidence and habitation of human bc- 
^ ings is of fmall dimenfions ; how then can you 
*' obtain from the praife of men, any glory worthy 
** of a wifh ? Of this little world the inhabited 
•* parts are neither numerous nor wide : even the 
** fpots where men are found, are broken by intcr- 
♦* vening defarts ; and the nations are fo feparated, 
f* as that nothing can be tranfmitted from one to 
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** another. With the people of the fouth, by 
whom the oppofite part of the earth is pofTefTedy 
yoa have no intercourie ; and by how Imall x 
tradt dp yoa communicate with the comitries of 
the north ? The territory which you inhabit, is 
** no more dian a fcanty iiland, endofed by a fmall 
** body of water, to which you give the name of 
** the great fea, and the Atlantic ocean. And, e- 
*' ven in this known and inhabited continent, 
what hope cap you entertain that your renown 
will pafs the ftream of Ganges^ or the cliffs of 
Caucafus ? or by whom will your name be ut- 
** tered in the extremities of the north or fouth, 
** towards the rifing or the fetting fun ? So nar- 
** row is the fpace to which your fame can be pro-' 
•* pagated } and even there how long will it re- 
*' main?" 

He then proceeds to aiSgn natural caufes why 
fame is not only narrow in its extent, but fhort in 
its duration : he obferves the difference between the 
computation of time in earth and heaven ; and de- 
clares, that, according to the celeilial chronology, 
no human honour can laft a ilngle year. 

Such are the objedions by which TuUy has made 
a ihow of difcouraging the purfuit of fame ; objec- 
tions which fufiiciently difcover his tenderneis and 
regard for his darling phantom. Homer ^ when the 
plan of his poem made the death of FAtrocIus xv^- 

O z c^%LX>f > 
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ceffary, refolVcd, at kaft, that he ihould dye with 
honour > and therefore brought down agamfl him 
the patron gpd oiTrtyy and left to He^ttr the mean 
talk of giving the laft blow to an enemy whom a 
divine han4 had difabled &om reManct* Thus Tulfy 
ennobles fame, which he profeffles to depreciate by 
oppofing it to celeiHal happine& > he limits not its 
extent but by the boundaries of nature, nor con- 
trails its duration but by reprefentii^ it fmall in 
the efUination of fuperior bemgs. He ftill admits 
it the higheft and nobleft of terrefbial objedls, and 
alledges little more againfl it than that it is neither 
without end nor without limits. 

What might be the effed of thefe obfervations 
conveyed in Ciceronian eloquence to Roman under- 
ftandings, cannot be determined : but few of tho/e 
who (hall in the prefent age read my humble ver- 
llon, will find themfelves much depreiTed in their 
hopes, or retarded in their defigns j for I am not 
inclined to believe, that they who among us pafs 
their lives in the cultivation of knowledge, or the 
acquifition of power, have very anxioufly enquired 
what opinions prevail on the farther banks of the 
Ganges, or have invigorated any effort by the de- 
fire of fpreading their renown among the clans of 
Caucnfiis. The hopes and fears of modern minds 
are content to range in a narrower compafs ; a iingle 
nation, and a few years, have generally fuiEcicnt 
;2inp]itude to fill our imagination. 
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A little confideration will indeed teach us, that 
£une has other limits than mountains and oceans ; 
and that he who places happinefs in the frequent 
repetition of his name, may fpend his life in pro- 
pagating ity without any danger of weeping for 
new worlds, or any nece£ity« of pa£ing thcJtlantic 
fea. 

The numbers to whom any real and perceptible 
good or evil can be derived by the greatcft. power 
or mod a^ve diligence, are inconfiderable ; and 
where neither benefit nor mifchief operate, the 
only motive to the mcntioa or. remembrance of p- 
thers, is curioiity;. a paffion, which, though in 
fome degree univerfally afTociated with reafon, is 
eafily confined and overborn, and is not certainly 
dire^ed to any particular objedl. 

Among the lower dafifes of mankind, there will 
be fbimd very, litde defire of any other knowledge 
than what may contribute immediately to the relief 
of {qpic prelling uneaiineis, or the attainment of 
fomc near advantage. The Tt/rh are {aid to hear 
with wonder a propofal to walk out, only that 
they may walk back, and enquire why any man 
ihould. labour for nothing ; fo thofe whole con- 
dition has always confined them to the contem- 
plation of their own necefiities, and who have been 
accuftomed to look fbrwaid only to a (mall diilance, 
will fcarccly undcrfland why nights and days fliould 
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be fpent in ftudies, which end in new fhidies, and 
which, according to Malberbe*^ obiervadon, do not 
tend to leffen the price of bread ; nor will the 
trader or the manufadturer eafily be perfuaded^ that 
much pleafure can arife from the mere knowledge 
of adions performed in remote regions, or in diifamt 
times, or that any thing can deferve their enquiry^ 
of which Khioi o'tov (f.jLodo^iv ouJ'i, ri Uun, we can 
only hear the report, but which cannot inilaence 
our lives by any confequences. 

The truth is, that very few have leiiiire from in- 
difpenfable buiinefs to employ their thoughts upon 
narratives or charaders ; and among thoie to 
whom fortune has given the liberty of living m<»e 
by their own choice, many create to themfelves 
engagements by the indulgence of fome petty am- 
bition, the adraiflion of fome infatiable defire, or 
the toleration of fome predominant paffion. The 
man whofe whole wifli is to accumulate money, 
has no other care than to colleft intereft, to cfti- 
matc fecurities, and to enquire fbr mortgages ; the 
lover difdains to turn his ear t6 any other name 
than that of Corinna ; and the courtier thinks the 
hour loft which is not fpent in promoting his inter^ 
eft, and facilitating his advancement. The ad- 
ventures of valour, and the difcoveries of fcience, 
will find a cold reception when they are obtruded 
upon an attention thus bufy with its favourite a- 

mufementy 
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jnafementy and impatient of interruption or difhirb- 
^nce. 

But not only fuch employments as (educe the 
mind by the appearance of dignity, or the promife 
of happinefsy may reih^n the mind from excurfion 
and enquiry : curiofity may be equally deftroyed 
by lefs formidable enemies ; it may be diffipated in 
trifles, or congealed by indolence. The iport^ 
men and the men of dreis have their heads filled 
with a ibx or a hoHe-race, a feather or a ball, 
and live in ignorance of every thing befide with as 
much content as he that digs the field or beats the 
anvil ; and multitudes dream out their days with* 
out pleafure or bufinefs, without joy or forrow, nor 
ever roufe from their lethargy to hear or to think* 

Even of thofe who have dedicated themfelves to 
knowledge, the far greater part have confined their 
curiofity to a few objedls, and have very little in- 
clination to promote any fame but that of which 
their own fhidies entitle them to partake. The 
naturaliil has no defire to know the opinions or 
conjedures of the philologer ; the botanift looks 
upon theafixonomer as a being unworthy of his re- 
jgard ; . the lawyer fcarcely hears the name of aphy- 
^cian without contempt ; and he that is growing 
great and happy by eledlrifying a bottle, wonders 
how the world can be engaged by trifling prattle 
about war or peace. 
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if Aerefbre he that imagmes the wotid filled 
with his adions and praifes, ihall fubdud from th^ 
number of his admirers and encomiafts^ all thoie 
who are placed below the flight of fame, anid who 
hear in the vale of life IM> odier voice than that of 
neceffiQr; all thofe who imagine themfelves too im-> 
portant to regard him, and coniider die mention 
of his name as an nfm^adon of their time ; all who 
are too much or too litde pleafed with themfishei 
to attend to an^ thing external ; all who are at- 
traded by pleafbre, or chained down by pain to 
unvaried ideas ; all who are with-held from at* 
tending his triumph by different purfnits $ and all 
who (lumber in univerfal negligence ;* he will find 
his renown ftraitened by nearer bounds than dit 
rocks of Cauutfiu, and perceive that no man caa 
be venerable or formidable but to a finall part of 
his fellow-creatures. 

That we may not languifli in our endeavoon af<* 
ter excellence, it is neceflary, that, saJfrianua 
counfels his defcendant, '*we raife our eyes ttf 
<' higher profpeds, and contemplate oiir fteiitt 
** and eternal ftate, without giving up onr hearts 
** to the praife of crouds, or fixing our hopes Ofl 
•' fuch rewards as human power can bcftow." 



i 
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SIR, 

AS notwithftandltig all that vnt, ot malice ^^ 
or pride, or prudence will be able to (iig- 
gefty men and women maft at laft pafi 
dieir lives together, I have neVer been able to 
t^iink thofe writers friends to human happinefs^ 
who endeavour to excite .in either fex a genera) 
contempt or fufpicion of the other. Tbperfiiade 
thofe who are entering the worid, and looking a- 
broad for a (bitable afibdate, that all are equally 
vicious or equally ridiculous, that the/ who truft 
are certainly betrayed, and they who efteem are 
always difappointed^ is not to awsdcea judgment 
but to enflame temerity. Without hope there can 
be no caution. They who are convinced, that np 
reaibn for preference can be found, will never 
harrafs their minds with doubt and deliberation ; 
they will refolve, fince they are doomed to miiery, 
Aat no needlels anxiety {ball difturb their qtiiet 1 
VoL^V. P *«1. 
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they will plunge at hazard into the croud, and 
fnatch the firit hand that ihall be held toward 
them. 

That the world is over-run with vice, cannot 
be denied; but vice, however predominant, has 
^ot yet gained an unlimited dominion. Simple 
and unmingled good is not in our power, but we 
may generally efcape a greater evil by fufFering a 
lefs ; and therefore, thofe who undertake to ini- 
tiate the young and ignorant in the knowledge of 
life, fhould be careful to inculcate the pQfilbility of 
virtue and happinefs, and to encourage endeavoun 
by profpedls of fuccefs. 

You perhaps do not fufpe£l, that thefc are the 
fentiments of one who has been fubjed for many 
years to all the hardfhips of antiquated virginity j 
has been long accuftomed to the coldnefs of neg- 
lect, and the petulance of infult ; has been mor- 
tified in full afiemblies by enquiries after forgotten 
fafhions, games long difufed, and wits and beau- 
ties of ancient renown; has been invited, widi 
malicious importunity, to the,.fecond wedding of 
many acquaintances ; has . been ridic^led by two 
generations of coquets in whifpers intended to be 
heard ; . and been long confidered by the airy and 
gay, as too venerable for familiarity, and too wife 
for pleafure. It is indeed natural for injury to 
provoke anger, and, by continual repetition, to 

produce 
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produce an habitual afperity • yet I have hitherto 
ilruggled with fo much vigilance againft my pride, 
and my refentment, that I have preferved my tem- 
per uncorrupted ; I have not yet made it any part 
of my employment, to colled fentences againft mar- 
riage ; nor am inclined to lefien the number of the 
few friends whom time has left me, by obffanding 
that happinefs which I cannot partake, or venting 
my vexation in cenfures of the forwardnefs and in- 
difcretion of girls, or the inconflancy, taftelefTnefs, 
and perfidy of men. 

It is indeed not very difHcult to bear that condi- 
tion to which we are not condemned by neceflity, 
but induced by obfervation and choice ; and there- 
fore I perhaps have never yet felt all the malignity 
with which a reproach edged with the appellation 
of old maid, fwells in fome of thofe hearts in which 
it is infixed. I was not condemned in my youth to 
folitude, either by neceffity or want ; nor pafled 
the earlier part of life without the flattery of court- 
fhip, and the joys of triumph. I have danced the 
round of gaiety amidft the murmurs of envy and 
gratuladons of applaufc ; been attended from plea- 
fure to picture by the great, the fprightly, and 
the vain ; and feen my regard folicited by the ob- 
fequioufnefs of gallantry, the gaiety of wit, and 
the timidity of love. If therefore I am yet a 
ftranger to nuptial happinefs, I fufFcr only the con- 
fequences of my own refolves, and c&iiloQi^W<(^ 
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upon the {bcceffion of lovers whofe addrefles I lucre 
rqtdedi Withoat grief and Without ihalict* 

When tny name firft began to be infcribed upon 
glafTeSy I was honoured with the amorous profeft- 
fibns of the gay FenuJIuluf, a gentleman^ who, bes> 
|ng thie only fon of a wealthy family, had been 
educated in all the wantohnefs of expence, and 
foftnefs of eileminacy. He was beautiihl in his 
perfon, and eafy in his addrefs^ and therefore foon 
gained upon my eye at an age when it is very litde 
over-rul^d by the underftanding. He had not any 
power in himfelf of pleafing or amuiingi but 
iiipplied his want of converfation by treats and di« 
verilons ; and his chief ad of courtihip was to fill 
the mind of his mifh-efs with parties, rambles, mn« 
fic, and fhows. We were often engaged in ihort 
excurfions to gardens and feats ; and I was for a 
while pleafed with the care which Venuftulus difco* 
vered in fecuring me from any appearance of dan^ 
ger, or poflibility of mifchance. He never failed 
to recommend caution to his coachman, or to pro* 
mife the waterman a reward if he landed us fafei 
and his great care was always to return by day* 
light for fear of robbers. This extraordinary foli- 
citude was reprefented for a time as the effed of 
his tendemefs for me ; but fear is too fbong for 
continued hypocrify. I foon difcbvered, that Ve- 
nufiulus had the cowardice as well as the elegance 
of ^ female, iiis imagination was perpetually 

<lQ\},ded 
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dodded Mfith terrours^ and lie could fcutely re^^ 
fraih from fcreams and oatcries at aby accklehtal 
fuqprife. He durft not enter a room where a rat 
was heard behind the wamfcot* nor crofs a field 
Vfhsre the cattle were firifking in the fonfhihe ; the 
leaft bl*eeze that waved upon the river was a ftorm, 
and every damoor in the ftreet was a cry of fire* 
I have feen him loie his colour when my iquirrel 
had broke his chain^ and was forced to throw wa* 
ter in his face on the fodden entrance of a black 
cat. I was once obliged to drive away with my 
fan a beetle that kept him in diftrefs, and chide 
off a dog that yelped at his heels, to whom he 
wonld ^adly have given np me to fadlitate his 
own efcape. Women naturally expe€l defence and 
protedion from a lover or a hofband ; and diere* 
fore you will not think me culpable in refiifing a 
wretch who would have burdened life widi unne« 
ceflary fears, and flown to me for that fiiccour 
which it was his duty to have given. 

My next lover was fungBfo^ the ion of a fbck* 
jobber ; wfaoie vifits my friends, by the importunity 
of perfiiaiion, prevailed upon me to allow. Fun^ 
gofo was indeed ho very fuitable companion ) for 
having been bred in a counting-houfe, he fpoke 
a language uiuntdHgible in any other place. Ho 
had no defire of any reputation but that of an 
acute prognofticator of the changes in the funds ; 
nor had any means of raiftng m^errimtt^^ box >a^ 
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telling how foxnebody was over-reached in a bar* 
gain by his father. He was, however, a youth of 
great fobriety and prudence, and frequently in- 
formed us how carefully he would improve my for- 
tune. I was not in hafte to conclude the match; 
but was fo much awed by my parents that I dmft 
not difmifs him ; and might, perhaps, have been 
doomed for ever to the grofihefs of ignorance, and 
the jargon of ufury, had not a fraud been dUfco- 
vered in the Settlement, which fet me free from the 
perfecudon of groveling pride and pecuniary im- 
pudence. 

I was afterwards fix months without any parti* 
cular nodce ; but at laft became the idol of the glit- 
tering Flofculusj who prcfcribed the mode of em- 
broidery to all the fops of his time, and varied at 
pleafure the cock of every hat, and the fleeve of 
every coat that appeared in fafhionable aflemblies. 
Tlofculus made fome impreiTion upon my heart by 
a compliment which few ladies can hear without 
emodon; he commended my ikill in drefs, my 
judgment iii fuiting colours, and my art in difpoiing 
ornaments. But Tlofculus was too much engaged 
by his own elegance, to be fufHdendy attentive to 
the dudes of a lover, or to pleafe with varied praife 
any ear made delicate by riot of aduladon. He 
expedled to be repaid part of his tribute, and ilaid 
away three days becaufe I negleded to take nodce 
of a. ntw coat. I foon founds that Flo/cuhu was 

t2L.tkei: 
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rather a rival than an admirer^ and that we fhould 
probably live in a perpetual ilruggle of emulous 
finery, and (pend our lives in ibratagems to be 
£rft in the faihion. 

I had foon after the honour at a feafl: of attradUng 
the eyes of Dentatusy one of thofe human beings 
whofe only happinefs is to dine. Dentatus rega- 
led me with foreign varieties, told me of meafures 
that he had laid for procuring the bed cook in 
France^ and entertained me with bills of fkre, the 
arrangement of diihes, and two fauces invented 
by himfelf : at length, fiich is the uncertainty of 
human happineis, I declared my opinion too ha-- 
ftily upon a pye made under his own dire£tion ; af- 
ter which he grew fq cold and negligent that he 
was eafily difniiiTed. 

Many other lovers, or pretended lovers, I have 
had the honour to lead a while in triumph. But 
two of them I drove from me, by difcovering that 
they had no tafte or knowledge in mufic ; three I 
difinifled becaufe they were drunkards ; two, be- 
c^ufe they paid their addrelTes at the fame time to 
other ladies ; and fix, becaufe they attempted to 
influence my choice by bribing my maid. Two 
more I difcarded at the fecond vifit for obfcene al- 
luflons, and five for drollery on religion. In the 
latter part of my reign I fentenced two to perpe- 
tual exile, for offering me fettlements by which 
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the children of a former marriage would have been 
jnjm-ed ; four, for mifreprefenting the value of 
their eftate^; three, for concealing their debts | 
and one, for raifmg the rent of a decrcpt tenant 

I have now fent you a narrative which the la-" 
d|ps may oppofe to the tale o£ Hymstufus, I inean 
not to depreciate the iex which ha^ produced poets 
and philoibphers^ heroes and martyrs; but will 
not fuller the rifing generation of beauty to be de^ 
je^ed by pardal fa^^ or to imagine that thofe 
who cenfure them, have not likewife their Iblliet 
and their vices. Nor do I believe happinefs onat* 
tainable in maoriage, though I have never yet beta 
able to find a mim with whom I could prudent!)^ 
venture an infeparaUe union. It is neceflary to 
expofe faults, that their deformity may be feen i 
but the reproach ought not to be extended beyond 
the crime, nor either fex to be condemned becanfe 
&me women or men are indelicate or difhoneCk. 

/ am, bfc^ 

TaAN<^ILLA. 
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N®I20. Saturday^ May ii. 1751. 



RtdtSfum Cyri folio Phrnaten, 
Diffldens p/ihiy nutnero biotorum 
Efcimt virtus \ populum^falfis 

Dedocefuti' 
Focihus, ■ ' ■ Hon. 



IN the reign of Jenghiz. Can, conqueror of the 
eaft, in the city otSamarcand, Uved Nouradin 
the merchant^ renowned throughout all the re- 
gions of India for the extent of his commerce, and 
the integrity of his manners. His warehoufes 
were filled with all the commodities of the remo- 
tcft nations ; every rarity of nature, every curiofi- 
ty of art, whatever was valuable, whatever was 
nfeful, haded to his hand. I'he ftreets were croud- 
ed with his carriages, the iea was covered with his 
ihips, the (beams of Oxus were wearied with con- 
veyance, and every breeze of the flcy wafted wealth' 

to Notfra£n, 

»■ 

At length Ntmradin felt himfelf feized with a flow 
malady ; which he firft endeavoured to divert by 
application, and afterwards to relieve by losrax^ %cA 

Vol, V. Q^ "m&dX^ew:^ 
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which fwelled his heart witii fiich traoiports, tiiat 
he no longer lamented his father's death. He was 
now fufficiently compofed to order a funeral of mo- 
deft magnificence, fuitable at once to the rank of 
Nouradin'% profeiliony and the reputation of hit ii 
wealth; The two next nights he ipent in vifiting 
the tower and the caverns, and found the treafines 
greater to his eye than to his imaginadon. 

Almatnoulin had been bred to the pra£tiGe of C3h 
adt ^gality, and had often looked with envy on 
the finery and expences of other young men ; he 
therefore believed, that happine^ was now in hit 
power^ iince he could obtain all of which he had 
Jiitherto been accuftomed to rlsgret the want. He 
refolved to give a looie td his defires, to revel in 
enjoyment, and feel pain or uneafinefs no more. 

He immediately procured a fplendid equipage^ 
drefTed his fervants in rich embroidery, and cover- 
ed his horfes with golden caparifons. He ihowcr- 
ed down iilver on the populace, and fufiered dieir 
acclamations to fwell him with infolence. The 
nobles faw him with -anger, the wife men of the 
Jlate combined againft him, the leaders of armies 
threatened his deftxu£lion. Al^utmouUn was infbim- 
ed of his danger ; he put on the robe of mourning 
in the prefence of his enemies, and appealed them 
witli gold, and gems, and fupplication. 



He 
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: He then fovight to fbengthen himfelf by an alli- 
ance with the {Hinces of Tartary, and offered the 
price of kingdoma foi: a wife of noble birth. His 
fait was generally rejeded, and his prefents refofed. 
^^iit aprincefs oiJfiracan once condefcended to ad- 
mit him to her prefence. She received him fitting 
on a throne, attired in the robe of royalty, and 
ihining with the jeweb of Gglcondai command 
i^kled in her eyes, and dignity towered on her 
forehead. Jhumouiin approached, and trembled. 
She (aw his confiiiion, and difdained lum : How, 
fays ihe, dares the wretch hope my obedience, who 
thus ihrinks at my glance ? Retire, and enjoy thy 
riches in fordid oftentation : thou wafl bom to be 
wealthy, but never to be great. 

He then contradied his defires to more private 
and domeftic pleafures. He built palaces, he laid 
out gardens, he changed the face of the land, he 
tranfplanted foreib, he levelled mountains, opeitii. 
ed profpe^ into diftant regions, poured rivers from 
the tops of turrets, and rolled their waters through 
new channels. 

. Thefe amnfements pleafed him for a time ; but 
languor and weaiinefs foon invadfsd him. His 
bowen loft their fragrance, and the waters mur- 
mured without notice. He purchafed large tradls 
of land in difiant provinces, adorned them with 
houfes of pleafure, and diverfified them with ac- 
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commodadona for difimnt feafent. Change- of 
plaoeat firft veliered his iatie^ ; bii£4dl the novck 
tiesoffitaationweffe jbonexhai^tedi he-fbnndhii 
heart vacant^ and hit'defires, for want of catteiml 
objedby ravaging himfelf. 

He therefore returned to Samofumdi andfet dpea 
his doors to all thofe whom idleaeis fends ool ia 
fearch of pleainre. His tables were always -covier- 
ed with delicacies ; wines of every vintage fparided 
in his bowky and his lampo Scattered periitnMK 
The fonnd of the late, and the voice of the linger^ 
chafed away fadne&; everyhourwasoondedwiA 
pleafiue; and- the day ended and began with fcaft^ 
and dances, and revelry» and memment. . Akmi- 
tnouiin cried out, '' I have at lafl found the uie of 
** riches. I am~ furrounded- by fi^ends who view 
'^ ' T^Y greatnefs without envy ; and I enjoy atonct 
** the raptures of popularity; and tkefafety of an 
*' obfcure ftatton. What 'trouble can he ftel 
whom all are ftudious to please, that they may 
be repaid with pleafure ? What danger can he 
** dread to whom every man is a friend? ^* 

Such were the thoughts of AhnofmuUn^ as he 
looked down#om a gallery upon the gay aifembly 
regaling at his expence. But, in the midft of -this 
foliloquy, an officer of juilice entered the honfe^ 
and, in the form of legal citation, fummoned Alma" 
fnouRn to appear before the Emperor. The guefls 

ftood 
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flood a.-wkile aghtft» then (ble imperceptible a-» 
way, .and'he was led off widiout a fiiend to witnefs 
his intcfrity^ He&ow found oaa of his moft ix^ 
qnent Vifitants accnfing him of treafon, in hopes of 
fluuing his confiToation. Yet, unpatronifed and 
pnihppoited, he cleared himfelf by the opennefs 
ofianocenoe, and^heoonfifieBceoftntth. Hewas 
djfouffisd wi^ Wqut, vuL his accufer periihed in 
pcifim, 

AkmrnmUn-wm p etce i y e d with how little reafon 
he had hoped^ jnftice or fiddity fiom tfaofewho 
liyeonly to gratify their fenfes I and having wea<« 
ried himfelf with vain esqperimenti upon life, and . 
friutlefs fearqhcs after l^cityy ho had recowCbto 
a iage« who^ after fpendii^.his youth in travel 
and obfervadon, had retired from all human cares, 
to a imall habitatjUm on the banks of Qxiv, wheret 
h& converied only with foch as iblidfied his coonfel j; 
<' Brother, (faid the philoA^her), thou haA fiif« 
'' fered thy reaibn to be deluded by idle hopes, 
** and fallacious appearances. Having long look* 
ed with defire vpon riches, thou hadft taught 
thyfelf to think them more valuable than Nature 
de£gned them, and to expedi from them what 
experience has taught thee they #uinot give. 
\* That they do not confer wifdom, thou mayft be 
-convinced, by coniidering at how dear a price 
they tempted thee, upon thy firft entrance into 
^' the world, to.purchafe die empty found of vul- 
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gar acclamation . That they cannot beftow fbr- 
'^ titude or magnanimity, that man may be cer« 
tain, who ftood trembling at Afiracan before a 
being not naturally faperior to himfelf. That 
** they will not Tapply onexhanfted pleafurej the 
'' recolle^on of foHaken palaces and ne^eded 
^' gardens will eafily infbmi thee. That they can- 
** not pmnchaie friends^ thou didft (bon difcovcr 
'' when thoa wert left to fbnd thy trial micoanfe* 
'* nanced and alone. Yet think not riches nieleis : 
*^ there are porpoifes to M^iich a wiSt man may be 
delighted to apply them: they may, by a ra- 
tional difhibodon, eafe the pains of helpkfc 
** difeafe, ftill die throbs of reftlefs anxiety, ^^ 
'^ lieye innocence from oppreffion, and raiife im- 
^^ potence to che^ulnefs and vigour. This they 
V will enable thee to perform ; and this will af< 
** ford th^ 6nly happinefs ordained for cor preient 
^ ftatc, die confidence of divine favour, and tiie 
** hope of future rewards." 






N'ui. 



K<^i2i. Tuefday^ May 14. 1751. 



O imitator es ferinim fecus f — 

Hon, 

I Have been infonned by a letter firom one x>f 
. the aniveriides, that among the ^ygnttk from 
whom the next fwanxi^^ reafonen is |o Jeam 
philofophy, and the next .flight 'Ofbeaatiesio. hear 
elegies and ibnnets, there are many who, infiead 
of endeavouring by books and lusditatipn to form 
their own opinions, contentthemfelves with the fe- 
condary knowledge which a-convenicnt bench in 
a cofieehoufe can fupply, and, without any exami- 
nation or diftindUon, adopt the criticifms and re- 
marks which happen to drop from thofe who have 
rifen by merit or fortune to reputation :and au- 
thority. 

Thefe humble retdlers of knowledge my cor* 
refpondent fligmatizes with the name ^of EeJbou ; 
and feems deiirous, that they ihould l>e made a- 
fliamed of implicit confidence, and lazyfubmiffion, 
and animated to attempts after new difcoveries, 
and original fentiments. 

Vol. V. R \>u 



great precipitance : as they fee nothing th 
darken or embarrafs the queftion, they exp 
iind their own opinion nniverfally prevalent 
are inclined to impute uncertainty and hef 
to want of honefiy, rather than of knowledj 
may, perhaps, therefore be reproached w 
fliall be found that I have no inclination to 
cute thefe coUedors of fortuitous knowledgi 
the feverity required ; yet, as I am now ti 
to be much terrified or pained by hafty cenf 
ihall not be afraid of taking into protedUon 
whom I think condemned without a ful 
knowledge of their cauf^. 

He that adopts the iendments of another, 
he has reafon to believe wifcr than himfelfi 
ly to be blamed when he claims the h< 
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The greater part of fhideiits are not bom with 
abilities to improve fyftems, or advance reaibn> 
nor can have any hope beyond that of becoming 
intelligent hearers in the fchools of art, of being 
iible to comprehend what others difcover, and to 
remember what others teach. Even thoie to whom 
Providence has allotted greater ftrength of under- 
fbmding/ can expcft only to improve fome fingle 
icieticet In every Other part of learning they muft 
be content to follow opinions which they are hot 
able to examine ; and, even in that which they 
claim as peculiarly their own, can feldom add more 
than fome finall particle of knowledge to the he-' 
reditary ftck:k devolved to them from ancient 
times, the colle^ve labour of a thoufand Intel- 
lea«* 

In fcience, which being fixed and limited, ad- 
tiiits of no other variety than fuch as arifes front 
new methods of difbibution or new arts of lUuftrar 
don, the neceility of following the traces of our 
predeceflbrs is indifputably evident. But there ap-^ 
pears no reafon why imagination ihould be fubjeft 
to the fame refhaint. It might be conceived^ that 
of thofe who profeis to fotfake the narrow paths 
of truth, evety one may deviate towards a dif- 
ferent point; fince, though redtitude is uniform 
and fixed, obliquity may be infinitely diverfified. 
The fields of Science are narrow, fo that thofe who 
travel them, muft either follow or meet one anor 

R 2 ^'^x** 



Yety whatever hope may perfuadcy or 
evince, experience can boaft of very fe\ 
tions to ancient fable. The wars of Tt 
the travels of Ulji/Jis have fomiihed almoft 
ceeding poets with incidents^ charaders, a 
timents. The Romam are confeiTed to h 
tempted little more than to diiplay in the 
tongae the fidions of the GreeJb. There i 
their writings fuch a perpetual recurrence c 
fions to the tales of the fabulous age, th 
mnfl: be confefled (^ten to want that powei 
ving. pleafure which novelty fupplies; nor 
wonder that they excelled fo much in the 
of didion^ when we coniider how little the 
employed in feaxch of new thoughts. 
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fparkling omasient to be loft, has inierted it whete 
it cannot fhine with its origiiial fplendour. When 
Vlfffts viiited the infernal regions, he found among 
the heroes who dyed at TVvy, his competitor u^at^ 
whOy when the arms of Achilles were adjudged to 
Vhjiffesy dyed hj his own hand in die madneis of 
difappointment. He ilill appeared to refent, as 
on earth, his lofs and difgrace. Vhijfes endeavour** 
cd to pacify him with praifes and fubmiflion ; but 
Ajax walked away without reply. This paflage 
has always been coniidered as eminently beautifiil; 
hezzM&tAjaxi the haughQr chief, the unlettered fol- 
dier, of nnfhaken courage, of immoveable con- 
ftancy, but without the power of recommending 
his own virtues by eloquence, or enforcing his af- 
iertions by any other argument than the fword, had 
no way of making his refentment known but by 
gloomy fnllenneis and dumb ferocity. He there- 
fore naturally fhowed his hatred of a man whom 
he conceived to have defeated him only by volubi- 
lity of tongue, by filence more contemptuous and 
afieding than any words that fb rude an orator 
could have found, and which gave his enemy no 
opportunity of exerting the only power in which 
he was fuperior. When Mneas is fent by Vir^ 
into the regions below, he meets with Dido the 
Queen of Carthage^ whom his perfidy had hunied 
to the grave ; he accofb her with tendemeis and 
excufes ; but the lady turns away, like A^ax^ in mute 
anger. She tums away like ^qx:\ but ihe i^tsa^ 
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bles him m none of thbie qaalides which give either 
dignity or propriety to filence. She might, with- 
out any departure from the tenour of her condud, 
have burft out, like' other injured ladies, into cla- 
mour, reproach, and denunciation ; but yirgt'/hzd 
his imagination full oi JjaXy and therefore could 
not prevail on himfelf to teach Diib any other 
mode of refentment. 

If Virgil cbuld be thus feduced by imitation, there 
will be little hope that common wits ihould efcape. 
And accordingly we £nd, that, beiides the univerfid 
and acknowledged pradlice of copying the ancients^ 
there has prevailed in every age a particular {pedes 
of fidion. At one time all truth was conveyed in 
allegory ; at another nothing was ieen but iH ft vi- 
£on : at one period all the poets followed ftcep, 
and every event produced a pafloral ; at another 
they bulled themfelves wholly in giving diredions 
to a painter. 

It is indeed eafy to conceive why any falhion 
fhould prevail by which idlenefs is ^voured, and 
smbedUity aiUfled. But furely no man can much 
applaud himfelf for repeating a tale with which 
the audience is already tired, and which certainly 
could bring no honour to any but its inventor. 

There are, I think, two fchemes of writing, on 
which the wits of the prefent age cmpby their fa- 
culties. 
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culties. One is the adaptation of fenfe to all the 
rhimes which our language can fupply to (bme par- 
ticular word ; but this, as it has been only ufed in 
a kind of amorous burlefque, can fcarcely be cen- 
fured with much acrimony. The other is the imi- 
tation of Spencer ; which, by the influence of fome 
men of learning and genius, feems likely to gain 
upon the age, and therefore deferves to be more 
attentively confidered. 

To imitate the fidUons and (entiments of S fences, 
can incur no reproach ; for allegory is perhaps one 
of the moft pleafing vehicles of snffaru^on. But I 
am very far from extending the fame refped^ to his 
di£tion or his ftanza. His didion was in his own 
time allowed to be vicious, darkened with old 
words, and peculiarities of phrafe ; and fo remote 
from common ufe, that Johnfon boldly pronounces 
him to have written no language. His ftanza is 
at once difficult and unpleafmg ; tirefome to the 
ear by its uniformity, and to the attention by its 
length. It was at firft formed in imitation of the 
Italian poets, without due regard to the genius of 
pur language. The Italians have fo litde variety 
of terminations, that they were forced to contrive 
a ftanza which may admit the greateft number of 
ilmilar rhimes ; but our words end with fo much 
diverftty, that it is feldom convenient for us to 
bring more than two of the fame found together. 
If it be jufily obferved by Milton^ that rhimft ob\k- 
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ges poets fx> expnds their thoa^its in inqpfoper 
wordsy thefe. improprieties nrafi always be nmlti- 
plied, as the difficulty of rhime is encreafed by 
long concatenations. 

The imitators of Spencer are indeed not very ri- 
gid cenfbrs of themfelves : for they feem to con- 
dnde, that when they have disfignred their line) 
with a few obfolete fyllables, they have accom* 
pliihed their deiign ) without confidering, that the 
laws of imitation are broken by every word intro- 
duced fince the time of Spenar, as the chaiaAer 
of HeSorh violated by qnoting Ariftotk in the pkf , 
It would indeed be difficult to exclude ^m a k^ 
poem all modem phrafes, though it is eafy to 
fprinkle it with gleanings of antiquity. Perhaps 
indeed the flyle of Spencer might by long labour be 
juftly copied ; but life is furely given us for higher 
purpofes than to gather what our anceibrs have 
wifely thrown away, and to learn what is of nQ 
y^lue h)it becaufe it has been forgotten* 
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Ovid. 



OiUng is mm-e Ajfaje^l to miftdkie and dif- 
4ip{)ointmetit, thah aiitidp^ited judgement 
coiicdnii»g:the eiUinefs or diAcalty dfUuaj 
utidettiddftg, wfeethdr wejudge ftpm the perform* 
.aace-of othert, or Ibom ^M^aaed i:;QtitettiplatioA of 
die thiitg to be atc^iipted. Whatever is'done ikil* 
fully, appears' to be d(»ie w)th <aie ; and aft> when 
it is once matured to habit, vanifhes from obier- 
yAtion. We are therefore inore'^weifuUy excited 
10 ^ttitdation by diofe who have attained ilie high- 
eH degree of exteSe^Mre, Hftd ivhoin we cant&erc- 
fore with leaft reafoa hope to eqoal, . , 

In adjuring the probability of fuceefi by^a pre* 
vioQS confideratipn of die undertakings we iare e« 
qnally in danger of dee^iving ouriHves. It is ne- 
ver eafy, n<^ often podible, to comprife the feries 
of any procefs, with aU its circumftances, incidents, 
and variations, in a fpeculative fcheme. Expe- 
rience foon (hows U6 ^e tttttuofiti^s of imai^«rf 
' VoL.V. S x^eteAfc^ 



plans and different meafures. 

There are many things which, even wh 
every day fee others unable to perform then 
perhaps have eveist ourfelves frequently mifb 
we can hardly allow to be difficult, nor ca 
|)ear.to wonder afreih at every new failure, 
promife certainty of fuqcrfs to oor n^xt att 
but when we try, the fame hindranpes rec^ 
fame inabiliQr is perceiyed, and the vexat 
flifapp.QinttQe.pt mu$ 4gain be fuffered. 

Of th^ various kinds of faking or ^ 
which ferye neceffity, or promote pleafure, 
j^pe^s fO'iMTtljsfs or eafy 4s iimple Qari:a^qi] 
what fhould make him that knows the wh( 
der and procrefs of an affair, unable to reh 
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that, without mtending either deceit or concealment; 
without ignorance of the fadl, or unwillingnefs to 
difclofe it, the relator fills the ear with empty 
founds, harrafTes the intention with frnitlefs impa- 
tience, and difturbs the imagination by a tumult of 
events . without order of time, or train of conie* 
quencei . 

It is natural to imagine upon the fame principle^ 
that no writer has a more eafy tafk than the hifto- 
rian. The philofopher has the woHcs of omni- 
icience to examine, and is therefore engaged in 
difquifitiohs to which finite intellefls are utterly 
unequal. The poet trufts to his invention ; and is 
not only in danger of thofe inconfiftencies to which 
eVery one is expofed by departure from truth, but 
may be cenfnred as well for the deficiencies of hisi 
matter, as for the irregularity of difpofition, or im- 
propriety ' of ornament. But the happy hiih>riait 
has no other labour, than 6f gathering what tradi- 
tion pours down before him, or records treafure 
for his uie. He has only the actions and defigns 
of men like himfelf to conceive and to relate, and 
is not blamed for the inconfiftency of fbatefmen> the 
injuftice of tyrants, or the cowardice of command- 
ers. The difficulty of making variety confident, 
or uniting probabili^ with furprife^ needs not dif- 
turb him; the manners and adtions of hisper- 
ibnages are already fixed^ his materials are provi*' 
ded and put into his hands, . and h& is at leifuce tjc^ 

S 2 tTKjVyf 



140 The & A M B L E R; M* 122. 

employ an his powers in anaagii^ anl dii^plaqra^ 
diem. 

Yet cTca with d^fe adwantages Yctf few la vf 
ag: hare been able to xaife tkemielTes to reputi- 
sicKibyvrituigliiftones; and amoi^ tlie inaone- 
lable anchors who fiB every natioB widi accoontf 
of thdr anceftofs, or aadertake to traidmk to fii- 
tnri^ the evcaCs of dieiiowii tnv, very £ew, when 
£&ihion and novdty have ceafed to TeoonuDCBa 
diem, are of any odier ofethan chronoJogical nc- 
morialsy which neceffity nu^ iboietimcs leqniie ti> 
becanfidted, hot which fi%ht away coiiofi^, tad 
cndoiiii. 



It has been obfiaired, that this nadon, whkli 
has produced (b many authors eminent for ahnoft 
every other ^)ecies of literary ejrceHence, has been 
hidierto remarkably barren of hiftorical geniss; 
and fo far has this defed raifed pr^udices agtinft 
«is» that fome have doubted whether an £ji^ig^(&0Mi 
can ftop at that mediocrity of ftyle, or confine hit 
mind to that even tenonr of fentiment which nar* 
jative requires. 

They who imagine that nature has fo caprici' 

oufly dilhibuted underibuiding, have fnrely no 

y^'^IlD the honour of feiious confutation. The 

Vj^uts of the fame: cotontiy have oppc^ite cha- 

VfediffcrciUages, Thepr^valeftceorneglea 

*: of 
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of any particular dxdy can proceed^ oniy from the 
acddental infloence of fome. temporaiy caiife i 
ftod if wfrhaine failed ialuikmy^ we canluve failed 
qialfy becavfeLhiftoiyJbuM not hitherto heea diligent*. 
1/ cultivatedL 

But how is it evident, that we have not hiilo- 
rianfi among us whom we may venture t» pl^e in 
comparifim with any that the ndi^dKwting nationa' 
can produfie ^ The attempt of JMftgk 19 defervedly. 
celebra^^d bf thf lal^oui: pf hia re^j^cchea, and the: 
elegancje of hii fiyle : hut he has indeed rather en^ 
deavomed to. e^cert his judgment than his gentos^ 
tofeledt h&s rather tkan adom them; and has. 
therefore produced an hiftorical difliertation, but 
feldom rifen to the majefy of hiftory. 

The work of. Clamdm deferves more regard. 
His ftyle is indeed neither exad in itfelf, nor fuited: 
to the purpofe of hiftory. It is the efiiiiion of a: 
jnind cronded wi& ideas, anddefirons of imparting;: 
tiiem, and therefore always accamulating words> 
and involving one cjaufe and feotence in another. < 
But there is always dignity in his negligence, a- 
rude inartificial majefty» which, without the nicetieis 
of laboured elegance; fwells the . mind by its pfe^ 
xiitude and diffufion< His narration is not per- 
haps fufficiendy rapid,, but flopped too frequently, 
by particularities, which though ^ey might jftriko! 
the author, who was prefent stdie traaia^ions^v 
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will not eqiially d^ain tlie attention of pofterity; 
Bat his ignorance or careleffiiefs of die art of wii* 
ting are amply compenfated by his knowledge of 
nature and of policy, the wiidom of his maxims, 
the jufhiefs of his reafonings, and die variety^' 
diftindbiefs, and ftrength of his charaders. 

Btit notte of our writers c^, in my opinidi^ 
jnftly conteft the fuperiority of KneUti^ who, in his 
hiftory of the TWrib, has difplayed all the excel- 
lencies that narradon can admit. His fiyle, though 
fomewhat obfcured by dme, and fomedmes vi- 
dated by falfe wit^ is pure, nervous, elevated, and 
dear. A wonderfol muldplicity of events is fo art- 
fully arranged and fo difdn&ly explained, that 
each facilitates the knowledge of the next. When- 
ever a new perfonage is introduced, the reader is 
prepared by his charader for his a£iions. When 
a nadon is firft attacked, or city beiieged, he i^ 
made acquainted with its hiilory or fituadon, fo 
that a great part of the world is brought into view. 
His defcripdons are without minutenefs, and his 
digreflions without oflentadon; and collateral e- 
vents are fo artfully woven into the contexture of 
his principal ftory, that they cannot be disjoined 
without leaving it lacerated and broken. There 
is nothing turgid in his dignity, por fuperfiuous in 
his copioufhefs. His oradons only, which he 
feigns, like the ancient hifiorians, to have been 
/pronounced on remarkable occafions, are tedious 

and 
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and languid ; and fince the7 are merely the vo- 
luntary fports of imagination, prove ho^ much the 
moil judieiSou^'iaid fldlftil may h6 m^ken in the 
eiUmate of their own powers. 

Notjiing coi^dhave.fimk .this author in.obftn* 
rity^ but the remotenefs and barbarity of th^ peopje 
whole fiory he relates. It feldom happens, that all 
circumidances concur to happinefs or fame. The 
nation which produced this great hiflorian, has the 
grief of fe^illgJkis^gcjlMQs: employed oppii a foreign 
and unintereiting fubjed ; and that writer, who 
might have fecured perpetuity to his name by a 
)^ry^ of b^^i^.cpuntry, has le^f^d himfelf t^ 
the danger ,o£ oblivion by reco^tkig ^nterpriles 
j^id. revolutions gf which nbn^^defire to be ix^«> 
formed. ..,.-. 
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ded by^pr6j«£b of htmout and diffeaitmi 
that I' dften refolve to admit them no 
more into my heart ; yet how determinate^ fijcrer 
they are excluded, they always recover their do- 
minion by force or ftratagem ; and whenever, af- 
ter the fhorteft relaxation of vigilance, reaibn and 
caution return to their charge, they find hope again 
in pofTefTion with all her train of pleafures dancing 
about her. 

Even while I am preparing to write a hiftory 
pf difappointed expe£btions, I cannot forbear to 
flatter myfelf that you and your readers are impa- 
tient for my performance, and that the fons of 
learning have laid down feveral of your late papers 

'with 
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with difcontent, when they found that Mifocapelus 
had delayed to continue his narrative. 

But the deiire of gratifying the expefiations 
that I have raifed, is not the only motive of this 
relation ; which, having once promifed it, I think 
myfclf no longer at liberty to negled : for however I 
may have wiftied to clear myfelf from every other 
adhefion of trade, I hope I ihall be always wife e- 
nough to retain my p.undtuality, ^nd, amidil all 
jny new arts of politenefs, continue todefpife neglir 
g?nce and 4e(?ft frlfthppd, 

When the deadi of my brother had difmifled 
me from the duties of a fhop, I confideted myfelf 
as reftored to the rights of my birth, and entitled 
to the rank and reception which my anceftors ob* 
tained. I was, however, embarraffed with many 
difHculties at my firfl re-entrance into the world : 
for my haHe to be a gentleman inclined me to pre- 
cipitate meafures ; and every accident that forced 
JI19 bac^ tp^vardstpy old ilation, was confidered by 
^e as an pbftru6Uon of my happinefs. 

It was with no common grief and indigfiation 
that I found my former companions fUll daring 
to claim my notice, and the journeymen and ap- 
prentices fometimes pulling me by the fleeve as I 
was walking the ibeet, and without any terror of 
fny new fword^ which was, notwithftanditv^^) q€ «:sl 
YoL, y. T \3Jw:oisixcvQtv 
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uncommon {ize> iniddng me to partakdN>f a botde 
at the old hoafe, and entertaining me widx hiftorki 
of the gir}s in the neighbourhood. I had always ia 
my officinal ftate been kept in awe by laoe and 
embroidery ; and imagined*, that to Bright awaj 
thefe unwelcome familiarities, nodiing was necef 
fary but that I (honld, by fplendour of drds, procbda 
my re-nnion with a higher rank. I therefore fat 
for my taylor, ordered a fuit with twice the vSad 
quantity of lace ; and, that J might not le( nj 
perfecutors increafe their confidence by the hddt 
pf accofting me, ftaid at home tUl it was made. 

This week of confinement I pafifed in pra^fing 
a forbidding frown, a finile 6f condefcenfion, i 
Hight falutation, and an abrupt departure ; and k 
four mornings was able to turn upon my hed wi^ 
fo much levity and fprightHnefs, that 1 made no 
doubt of difcouraging all public attempts upon nj 
dignity. I therefore iflued fprth in my new coai; 
with a reiblution of dazzling intimacy to a fitter 
didance, and pleafed myfelf with the timidity and 
reverence which I fhould imprefs upon all who 
had hitherto prefumed to harrafs me with their 
freedoms. But, whatever was the caufe, I did not 
find myfelf received with any new degree of ft- 
fped : thofe whom I intended to drive horn me^ 
ventured to advance with their ufual phrafes of be- 
nevolence; and thofewhofe acquaintance Ifolicited, 

grew 
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grew more fupercilious and referved* I began 
foon to repent the expence by which I had procu- 
red no advantage^ and to fufpedl that a fliining 
drefsy like a weighty weapon^ has no force in it- 
felf, but owes all its efficacy to him that owns it* 

Many were the mortifications and calamities 
which I was condemned to fufFer in my initiation 
to politeneis. I was fo much tortured by the in- 
ceflant civilities of my companions, that I never 
pafled through that region of the city but in a 
chair with the curtains drawn ; and at lafl left my 
lodgings, and fixed myfelf in the verge of the 
court. Here I endeavoured to be thought a gendc- 
man juft returned from his travels, and waspleafed 
to have my landlord believe that I was in fome 
danger from importunate creditors ; but this 
icheme was quickly defeated by a formal deputa- 
tion feni to offer me, though I had now retired 
from bufinefs, the freedom of my company. 

I was now deteded in trade, and therefore re- 
folved to flay no longer. I hired another apart- 
ment, and changed my fervants. Here I lived 
very happily for three months ; and with fecret fa- 
tisfadion often overheard the fervants celebrating 
the greatnefs and felicity of the Efquire, .though 
the converiation feldom ended without fome com- 
plaint of my covetoufnefs, or fome remark upon 
my language, or my gait. I now began to vcu- 

T 3 V<x\* 
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ture into the public walks, and to know the faees 
6f nobles and beauties; but could not obferye, 
without wonder, as I pafTed by them, how fre^ 
quendy they were talking of a taylor. I longed 
however to be admitted to converfation, and was 
fomewhat weary of walking in crouds without a 
companion ; yet continued to conie and go with 
the reft, till a lady, whom I endeavoiB-ed to pio- 
te£i in a crouded pailage* as fhe was about to ftep 
into her chariot, thanked me for my dviHty ; and 
told me, that as (he had often diftinguifhed me for 
my modeft and reipedlful behaviour, whenever I 
fet up for myfelf, I might expe£i to fee her among 
my firft cuftomers. 






Here was an end of all my ambulatbty projeds. i 
I indeed fometimes entered the walks again ; but 
was always blafled by this defbudUve lady, whoie 
mifchievous generofity recommended me to her ac- 
quaintance. Being therefore forced to pradliie wif 
adfcititious charadler upon another flage, I betook 
myfelf to a cofFeehoufe ^quented by wits ; among 
whom I learned in a fhort time the cant of criti- 
cifm, and talked fo loudly and volubly of nature, 
and manners, and fentiment, and di£lion, and 
iimilies, and contrails, and action, and pronoii' 
ciation, that I was often defired to lead the hiis 
and clap, and was feared and hated by the players 
and the poets. Many a fentence have I hiifed I 
wiiich I did not underiland, and many a groan I 

have I 
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Imve I attend when the ladies were weejdi^ in the 
boxes. At laft a malignant anttiar, whole per- 
fonnance I had perfecuted through the nine nighti, 
wrote an epigram upon tafi the critic 1 which 
drove me &om the pit for ever. 

My defire to be a fine gentleman ftill contmncdj 
durefore, after a Ihort fnipence, found a new fet of 
fiienda at the gaming-table ; and was, for Ibme 
time, pleaied with the civility and opennefs with 
which I fcund myfelf treated. I was indeed obli- 
ged Co play ; but being naturally timorous and vi- 
gilant, waaneverfurpiifedintolargefums. What 
m^ht have been the confeqnence of long familia- 
rity mtb thefe plunderers, I had not an opportu- 
nity of knowing : far one night the conAables en- 
tered, and feized us ; and I was once more com- 
pelled to link into my former condition, by fend- 
ing for my old matter to atteft my character. 

When I was deliberating to what new qualifica- 
tions I ihould afpire, I was fummoned into the 
conntry by an account of my father's death. Here 
I had hopes of being able to diftingnifh myfelf, 
and to fupport the honour of my family. I there- 
fore bought guns and horfes j and, contrary to the 
expectation of the tenants, cncreafed the falary of 
the fanntfinan. But, when I entered the field, it 
was foon dilcovered, that I was not deftined to the 
glories of Uie chafe. I was afraid of thorns in the 
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thicket, and of dijt in themarib; I ihiveredoa 
the brink of a riTer, while the fportfipen crofled it ; 
and tiembled at the fi^ of a five-bar gate. Whea 
the fport and. danger were over^ I was ftiU equally 
difconcerted ; for I was eSenunate^ thoagh not 
delicate, and could only join a feebly whifperiag 
voice in the daniows of their triiunph. 

A fiJI, by which my libs were brpken, foon re- 
called me to domeftic pl^afures, and I exerted a]l 
my art to obtain the favour of the neighboorii^ 
ladies : bnt where-cver I cam^ there was always 
ibme unlocky coaveriation npon ribbons, or fillett, 
or diread ; which drove all my ftock of compli- 
ments out of my memory, and overbore mp with 
fhame and dejefUon. 

Thus I paflbd the ten firfl years alter the death 
of my brother, in which I have learned at laft to 
reprefs that ambition which I could never gratify ; 
and inflead of waitiiig more of my life in vain en- 
deavours after accompliihments, which, if not ear- 
ly acquired, no endeavours can obtain, I (hall 
confine my care to thofe higher excellencies which 
are in evexy one^s power ; and, though I cannot 
enchant afiedUon by elegance and eafe, hope to 
to iecure efleem hj honefly and truth. 

lam, (^c, 

MiSOCAPELUS. 

N«i24. 
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"Tacihtmjilvas inter reptare fiJuhra^ 




Curantem qnicftdd £gnum faunae hnoque ift. 



^HE feafoii df' the year is how come in 
which the theatres are ihut, the card* 
tables fbrfeken^ the re^ns of luimry arc 
for a while unpeopied, land Pleafure leads out her 
votaries to groves and gardens, to ^ Tcenes and 
^rradc gratifications. Thofe who have paiTed ma** 
ny months in'a continaal tomnlt of diverfion> who 
have never opened their eyes in the morning Imt 
cpon feme new. appointment^ nor flept at night 
vidioiit a dream of dances, mufic, andgobdhands, 
dr of foft fighs, langmfhing looks, and 'honlble 
Applications, mnft now retire to diftant pniyinces^ 
where the fyrens of flattery are fcar^y to bci 
heard, where beauty .i^rarides without praifeor 
envy, and wit is repeated only by the edio. 

As I think it one of the moft important daties 
of ibdal benevolence, to;give warning of the ap- 
proach of calamity, whenby timely prevcntloTLVi 
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may be turned afide^ or by preparatory meafbres 
be more eafUy endured ; I cannot feel the encrea- 
iing warmth, or obferve the lengthening days, 
widiout confidering the condition of my fair read- 
ers, who are now preparing to leave all that has 
{0 long filled up their hours, all from which they 
have been accuftomed to hope for delight; and 
who, till faihion proclaims the liberty of retaming 
to the feats of mirth and elegance, muft endure 
the rugged ^Squire, the fober houfewife, the load 
huntfman, or the formal parfon ; the roar of ob- 
ftreperous jollity, or the dulneis of prndendal bi 
firudiion ; without any retreat but to the g^oom of 
folitude, where they will yet find greater incon* 
venlencies, and muft learn, however onwillinglyy 
to endure themfelves* 

In winter the life of the polite and gay may be 
faid to roll on with a ftrohg and rapid current ; 
they float along from pleafiire to pleafure wifhoul 
the trouble of regulating their own motions, and 
piirfue the courfe of the ftream in all the fislicity of 
inattention ; content that they find themfelves in 
prbgrelTion, and carelcfs whither they are going. 
But the months of fummer are a kind of fleeping 
ftagnation, without wind or tide ; where they arc 
left to force themfelves forward by their own la- 
bour, and to direft their paflage by their own 
ikiU ; and where, if they have not fome internal 
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principle of adivity^ they mufl be ftranded upon 
ihallows^ or be torpid in a perpetual calm. 

There are indeed ibme to whom this univerfal 
diflblution of gay fbdeties afibrds a welcome op* 
portunity of quitting, without diigrace, the poft 
which they have found themielyes unable to main- 
tain I and of feeming to retreat only at the call of 
nature from aiTemblies, where, after a ihort tri- 
umph of uncontefted fuperiority, they are over- 
powered by fome new intruder of fofter elegance 
or brighter vivacity. By thefe, hopelefs of vidory, 
and yet afhamed to confefs a conqueft, the fum- 
mer is regarded as a releafe £x>m the fatiguing fer« 
vice of celebrity, a difmiffion to more certain joys 
and a fafer empire. They folace themfelves with 
the influence which they fhall' obtain where they 
have no rival to fear, and with the luftre which 
they ihall efFufe when nothing can be ieen of 
brighter fplendour. They image, while they ai9 
preparing for their journey, the adnuration with 
which the ruilics will croud about them, plan tho 
laws of a new affembly, or contrive to delude their 
ignorance with a iifiitious mode. Athoufand 
pleafing expedations fwarm in the ^cy ; and all 
the approaching weeks are filled with diftinftion^, 
honours, and authority. 

But others, who have lately entered the world, 
or have yet had no proofs of its inconflancy an4 
Vox.V. U Aafccxiv^^, 
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4erertion9 are cut off by this cniel interruption 
from the enjoyment of their prerogatives, and 
doomed to lofe four months in unadive obicurity. 
Many complaints do vexation and terrour extort 
£:om thefe exiled tyrants of the town, againft die 
inexorable fun, who purfues his courfe without any 
regard to love or beauty, and vifits either tropic 
at the flated time, whether ihunned or courted, de- 
precated or implored. 

To thofe who leave the places of public refort 
in the full bloom of reputation, who withdraw 
from admiration, courtihip, fubmifiion, and ap- 
plaufe, a rural triumph can give nothing equiva- 
lent. The praife of ignorance, and the fubjedion 
of weaknefs, arc little regarded by thofe who have 
been accuftomed to more important conquefts, and 
more valuable panegyrics. Nor indeed fhould the 
powers which have made havock in the theatres, 
or bom down rivalry in courts,' be degraded to a 
mean attack upon the untravelled heir, or ignoble 
conteft with the ruddy milkmaid. 

4. 

How then maft four long months be worn a- 
way ? Four months, in which there will be no 
routs, no (hews, no ridottoes ; in which vifits muft 
be regulated by the weather, and afTcmblies will 
depend upon the moon ! The Flatonlfis imagine, 
that the future punifhment of thofe who have in 
this life debafed their reafon by fubjedlion to their 

fenfcs, 
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fenfes, and have preferred the grofs gratifications 
of lewdnefs and luxury to the pnre and fublime fe- 
licity of virtue and contemplation, will arife from 
the predominance and folicitations of the fame ap- 
petites, in a ftate which can fumifh no means' of 
appeafing them. I cannot but fufpedt, that this 
month, bright with funfhine, and fragrant with 
perfumes ; this month, which covers the meadow 
with verdure, and decks the gardens with all the 
mixtures of colorific radiations ; this month, from 
which the ftudent expefts new infufions of imagery, 
and the naturalifl new fcenes of obfervation ; this 
month will chain down multitudes to the Platonic 
penance of defire without enjoyment, and hurry 
them from the highcft fatisfaftions which they 
have yet learned to conceive, into a Hate of hope- 
Icfs wifhes and pining recoUedtion, where the eye 
of vanity will look round for admiration to no pur- 
pofe, and the hand of avarice fhuffle cards in a 
bower with inefFediual dexterity. 

From the tedioufnefs of this melancholy fufpen^ 
lion of life, I would willingly preferve thofe who 
are expofed to it only by inexperience 5 who want 
not inclinations to wifdom or virtue, though they 
have been diflipated by negligence, or mifled by 
example ; and who would gladly find the way to 
rational happinefs, though it fhould be necefifary 
to flruggle with habit, and abandon &fhion. To 
thefe many arts of fpending time mi^t be recom* 

U 2 iswtxA^^> 
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mended, wbkh would ftdtber £dden die picte 
lioiir with wcarinrfy nor die fntnic widi r^eou 
Vice. 

It would (eem impoffihle to a folitary ^ymhrit, 
diat a Bsnuui beii^ can want emplo/ment. To 
be bom in ignorance with a capadtjr of know- 
ledge, and to be placed in the nudft of a world filled 
with variety, perpetoally preffing upon fenie and 
irritating cariofity, is fnrely a foffident fecurity a- 
gainft the* langniflunent of inattention. Novelty 
is indeed nectary to preferve e2f;emefs and ala- 
crity ; but art and nature have flores ineyhauftibli 
by human intelleds, and every moment prodnces 
fomething new to him who has quidcened his &- 
culdes by diligent obfervation. 

Some ftudies for which die country and the 
fummer afford peculiar opportunities, I ihall per- 
haps endeavour to recommend in fome future ef- 
fay. But if there be any apprehenfion not apt to 
admit nnaccuftomed ideas, or any attention fo fbb« 
bom and inflexible as not eafily to comply with 
new diredions, even thefe obfbrudions cannot ex- 
clude the pleafure of applicat^n : for there is a 
higher and a nobler employment to which all fa- 
culties are adapted by him who gave diem. The 
dudes of religion flncerely and regularly performed, 
will always be fuflicient to exalt the meanefl, and 
fp exercife die highefi underftanding. That mind 

wiU 
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will never be vacant, which is frequently recalled 
by ftated duties to meditations on eternal interefts; 
nor can any. hoir be long, which is fpent in obtain- 
ing fbme new qualification ^r celel^al happi-^ 
nefs. 



N*i25i 
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Defiriftas Jervare vices, operumfue color es^ 

Cur ego, fi nefiuo ignoroque, foetafalutor ? 

Hon. 



IT is one of the maxims of the civil law. That 
definitions are baxardous. Things modified by 
haman underftandings, fubjed to varieties of 
complication, and changeable as experience ad- 
vances knowledge or accident influences caprice, 
are fcarcely to be included in any (landing form of 
expreffion, becaufe they are always fuffering fome 
alteration of their flate. Definition is, indeed, not 
the province of man ; every thing is fet above or 
below our faculties. The works and operations of 
nature are too great in their extent, or too much 
diiFufed in their relations ; and the performances of 
art are too inconflant and uncertain to be reduced 
to any determinate idea. It is impoffible to im- 
prefs upon our minds an adequate and jull repre- 
fentation of an obje6l fo great, that we can never 
take it into our view, or fo mutable that it is al- 
ways changing under our eye, and has already 
loil its form while we are labouring to conceive it. 

Definitions 
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Definitions have heen not lefs difficult or uncer- 
tain in criticifm than in law. Imagination, a li- 
centious and vagrant faculty, impatient of limita- 
tions, and unfufceptible of refh-aint, has always en- 
deavoured to bafHe the logician, to perplex the 
confines of difHndion, and burfl the enclofures of 
regularity. There is therefore fcarcely any fpc- 
cies of writing of which we can tell what is its ef- 
lence, and what its conflituents. Every new genius 
produces fome innovation, which, when invented 
and approved, fubverts the rules which the pradice 
of foregoing authors had efUblifhed. 

Comedy has been particularly unpropidous to 
definers : for when they might properly have con- 
tented thcmfelves with declaring it to hc/ucha dra- 
matic refrefentation of human lift as may excite mirth ^ 
they have embarraffed their definition with the 
means by which the comic writers attain the end 
of exhilarating their audience. Thefe, not being 
limited by nature, cannot be comprifed in precept. 
Thus, fome make comedy a reprefentation of 
mean, and others of bad men ; fome think that 
its effence confifls in the unimportance, others in 
the fidiitioufnefs of the tranfaftion. But any man^s 
refledtions will confirm him, that every dramatic 
compofition which raifes mirth, is comic ; and that, 
to raife mirth, it is by no means univerfally necef- 
fary that the peribnages fhould be either mean or 

corrupt ; 
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corrupt } nor always reqoifite that the adion (koald 
be trivial^ nor ever that it ihould be fiditioaa. 

If the two kinds of dramatic poetry had been 
defined only by their efieds upon the mind, fimis 
abfnrdities might perhaps have been prevented 
with which the compofitions of our greateft poets 
are difgraced ; who, for want of Tome fettled ideas 
and accurate diftindtions, have unhappily con^ 
founded tragic with comic fentiments in many pif* 
fagesy and feem to have thought nothing neceflaiy 
to dignity and feriouihefsy but that they ihonld 
.croud the fcene with monarchs, and generals, and 
guards; and make them talk, at certain intervals, 
of the downfal of kingdoms, and the rout of ar* 
s)ies. They have not confidered, that thoughts or 
incidents in themfelves ridiculous, grow flill more 
grotefque by the folemnity of great charaders ; 
that reafon and nature are uniform and inflexible s 
and that what is defpicable and abfurd, wiU not, 
by any aflbciation with iplendid titles, become ra-' 
tionalor great; that the moll important afiairs, 
by an intermixture of an unfeafonable levity, may 
be made contemptible; and that the robes of 
royalty can give no proteftion to nonfenfe or to 
foily. 

Comedy, fays Horace, fometimes raifes her 
voice ; and Tragedy may perhaps fometimes abate 
her dignity : but as the comic perfonages can 

only 
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Only depM from dieir f amiliarity of ftyle, when tl» 
more violent paffioiis are pat in ttbdon, the heroes 
and queens of tragedy fhould never deicend to trifle 
hat in th^ hours of eafe, and intermiffiohs of dan-^ 
l^er. Yei in &e' tragedy of Don Sibafiian, when 
the King o>f P0r>a^A^is in the hands of his enemy> 
and has juft drawn the lot by which he is con^ 
demned to dye, he breaks out into a wild boaS^ 
that his dull fhall take pofibffion of jffric. After 
which the dialogue proceeds thus between the 
captive and his conqueror* 

MuleyMoiucb. What (hall I do to conquer thee ? 

Seb. . Impoffible f 
Souls know no conquerors. 
■ J)f « A20/. m ihew thee for a monger thxb* nr)r 

Sib. No, thou canft only fhewme for a man: 
«^^V is ftor^d with mongers ; man^s a prodigy 
Thy fubjeds have not feen. 

M.MoL Thou talk'ft as if 
Still at the head of battlev 

Seb. Thoumiftak'ft, 
F(» there I would not talk* 

Bendttcar, tbtminifitr. SHre he would ^epf 

• * . ' ■ 

This conization, with the (ly'remai^ of the 
minifter, can only be found not to be comic i j>e- 
caufe it wants that probability neceffary te fepie-> 

VoL.V* X fentations 
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(entatioBs c^ common life, and becaoie it podiapi 
degenerates too much to bnitXHieiy and ftice. 

The fame play afiords a finart retnm of die Ge- 
neral to the Emperor ; who, enforcing bis oiden 
for the death of Sebaftmm^ vents his *™i>^tifliff it 
this abrupt threat: 



• No nMMre replies. 



^ 



But fee thou do'ft it : Or ■ 
To which Dorax anfwers, 

Choak in that threat, I can fay Or as loud. 

A thoufand inftances of this impropriety mi^ 
be produced, were not one fcene in Jtmrng-Zek 
foffideht td exemplify it. Indanmra^ a capdve 
queen, having Aurtng-Zebe for her lover, employs 
Arinumt^ to whole charge (he had been entmfled, 
and whom ihe had made feniible of her charmi^ 
to cany a mefiage to his rival. 

Arimant, nuith a Utter in btshAxAi InDamoka. 

Arim. And I the meflenger tohim from yon ? 
Your empire you to tyranny purfue : 
You lay commands, both cruel and unjuft. 
To ferve my rival, and betray my truft. 

Ind, You iirft betray'd your truft in loving me. 
And fhould not I my own advantage fee ? 

Serving 
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Serving my love, you may my fiieadihip gain ; 
You know the reft of your pretences vain. 
You mufty my Arimantj you muft be kind :' • 
*Tis in your nature, and your noble mind. 

Arim. FlI to the King, and ftrait my truft refign. 

Ind, His truftyon may, but you fiiall never mine. 
Heav^il made you love me for no other end. 
But to become my confident and friend. 
As fuck, I keep no fe^n'et from your fi^ht. 
And therefore make you judge how ill I write. 
Read it, and tell me freely then your mind : 
If '*tb endited as I meant it, kind. 

Arim. / afi not Heav'n mi^ freedom to reftore^ 

[Reading. 
BMt only fir your fake ■ I'll read no more ; 

And yet I muft 

Lefsfor^PTf ownjf thanfmrymrforrvwfad"^ [Reading. 
Another line like this would mak* me mad- ■ - 
Heav*n ! fhe goes on — yet more—- and yiet more 
kind ! \As reaMng. 

Each fentence is a dagger to my mind. 
See me this night ■ [Reading. 

Thank Fortune i tvho Sdfuch a friend fromde ; 
For faithful Anaizxit Jball be your guide^ 
Not only to be made an inffarument. 
But pre-engagM without my own conient ! ^ 

Ind. Unknown t'engage you ftill augments my 
fcore. 
And gives you fcope of meriting the more. 

jirim. The beft of men 
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Sonie intcreft in their adions. muft cc^iifefs ; 
None merit, butinhopethqrmaypoi&fi. 
The fatal paper rather k^ m^ tear. 
Than, like BeUirefifoa, my own fentence bear. 

Ltd. Yoanu^7; bQt7t>yill not ^ your beft advice: 
^TwiU only |pe me pains pf writing twice. 
Yon know, you muft obey me, . ibon or late : 
Why ihoul4 yon yain}y ftrugglq with yoor fate ? 

Jrim. I thank, thee, Heav>i« thoohaft bcen< 
. wond'roos kind I 
Why am { th«s to flavery d^gn^d. 
And yet am cheated with, a fi^lntm min4 
Or ^^ke thy Qtden with^ny reafon fni^ 
Or IM m^ live by fenfe a glorious brn te ■ ' 

You frown, and I obey with fpeed, before 
That dreadful fentence comes. Seem no were. 

Inthisfcene, every orcumQanceconcun to ton 
tragedy to farce. The wild abiurdity of the expe- 
dient, the contemptible . fubjedUon of the lover, the 
folly of obliging him to reaid the letter only becute 
it ought to have been concealed from him, the fre- 
quent intem;ptions of his impatience;, the faint ex* 
poftulations of a vduntaiy.flave, the imperioai 
Haughtinefs 6f a tyrant witfaont. power, .and dHF 
deep Deflexion x)f the yielfii^ rebel upon fate aid 
free-will, and his wife \ndih to lofe his reafon as 
fopn ^ he finds hifflfelF. about to do what he can- 

■ •■."■ ■ not 
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not perfuade his reafon to approve, are furely fuf- 
ficient to awaken the moft torpid rifibility. 

There is fcarce any tragedy of the laft centary 
which has not debafed its moft important incidents, 
and polluted its moft ferious interlocutions with buf- 
fopneiy and meannefs . But though perhaps it can* 
not b^ pretended, that the prefent age has added 
much to the force and efiicacy of the drama, it has 
at leaft been able to efcape many faults, which 
either ignorance had overlooked, or indulgence 
had licenfed. The later tragedies indeed have 
faults of another kind, perhaps more deflyradtive to 
delight, thQUgh Isfk open to cenfiire, TJiat per* 
petual tumoiv pf pht^ife with which eiyery thought 
U nowi^xfir^flid by$,yfiry pcHpnaj^, the paudgr 
of tdvi^mions^ which t^golariity adibits, fLoi. ijbeim* 
vAcied (eqiia}ity of .ilowii^ dia|9|;ac> ha$. t^ea a<- 
way-.tom amt. prdGrpt writers glm^ft. all that d/Ofnir 

nion over the paffions which w^ lik^ bOflft .of.cheir 
predeceflbrs : yet they may at leaft claim this com* 
^le^dadonij diaf 'Ijjm^ ^vdd grofi fdidts ;* and .that 
iftJMQKCftniiQtQAsQrmoycimxn^ they am 

jiway9 cmM MK ttt.i»9nr<^ Uu^ktor. 
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"Nihil efi oBudfuagmm quam muUa mmtta. 

Vet. Avct« 



r^? /i&f R A M B L E R. 

& I R, 

AMong other topics of oonverfttion which 
your papers fupply, I was lately engaged 
HI a difcuflion of the charadler given by 
^ranqmUa of her lover Fenuftubu ; whom, notwith- 
il&nding the feverity of his miibrefs, the greater 
nnmber feemed inclined to acquit of unmanly or 
ddpicable timidity. ^ 

One of the company remarked, that prudence 
ought to be diftinguifhed from fear; and that if 
Venuftulus was ag-aidof nodiurnal adventures, no 
man who confidered how much every avenue of 
the town was infefted with robbers, could think 
him blameable ; for why fhould lifb be hazarded 
without profped of honour or advantage ? Ano- 
ther was of opinion, that a brave man might be 
^fraid of eroding the river in the calmed weather; 
_ and 
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and dedaredy that, for his part^ while there wei« 
coaches and a bridge, he would never be feen tot- 
tering in a wooden cafe, out of which he might be 
thrown by any irregular agitation, or which might 
be overfet by accident or negligence, by the force 
of a fudden guft, or the rufh of a larger veflel. It 
was his cnik)m, he faid, to keep the iecurity of 
light and dry ground ; for it was his maxim. That 
no wiie man eyer pcrifhed by water, nor was loil im 
the dark. 

The next was humbly of opinion, diat if Trau» 
fuiUa had feen, like him, the cattle run roaring a- 
bout the meadows in the hot months, fhe would 
not have thought meanly of her lover for not ven- 
turing his life among them. His neighbour then 
told us, that for his part he was not alhamed to 
€X>nfe(s, that he could not fee a rat, though it was 
deadi without palpitation ; that he had been dri- 
ven iix times out of his lodging either by rats or 
mice; and that he always had a bed in die dofet 
for his fervant, whom he called up whenever the 
enemy was in motion. Another wondered, that 
any man ihould think himfelf reproached by a pre- 
dpitate retreat from a dog ; for there was always 
a poflibility that any dog might be mad i and that, 
furely, though there was no danger but of being 
bit by a fierce animal, there was more wifdom in 
flight than conteft. By all thefe declarations, an- 
other was encoiuraged to confefsy that if he had 



I 
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been admitted ta the ^noir. of paying* Idi' ad- 
dsreiles to TranpdHa^ he ihbuld hiave -bieen likely to 
ihcor the fame ceiiriire ; for among all the animali 
up6n which NatiAv has impefied deformity and 
horroor, t^re wa^ none whom hedmft not en- 
counter rather than^ a bieetle. 



■ \ • .' ( 



k f 



Thus, Sir, Aongh cowaniice is vtthtaMOy'dil^ 
6ied too clofe and anxious an attention -to pcirfeaM 
fafety, there will be fband fcarcely any fiun*, howi- 
ever exceflive in its degree, or unreafonable in its 
objea, which w3l be allowed ' to charaaetSe a 
coward. Fear is Indeed a' paftoa vftikitk eniy 
man feels Co freqtiendy|>redominiJit'ifi his mfk 
breafty that he is unwilling to kaflf^ it cittifiirbl 
with great afperity ; aiid firhkpi', if wecoiiftfs the 
truth, the fame refbaint wluch- woidd hiijder a 
man from declaiming agluift the frands- of any 
employment among' thofi'^lto profefsit, ihonld 
with-hold him from treating fear with contempt 
among human beings. 



4 • ' 



Yet, fince fortitude is one of thofe rirtnes ifO'liSA 
the condition of our nature makes hourly neceflaij, 
I think you cannot better dire£l your adnionitions, 
than againft iiiperfluous and panic terrbors'. Fesr 
is indeed implanted in us as a prelerirative from 
evil; but its duty, like that of other paffions, is 
not to overbear reafon, but to affift it : nor fhould 
it be fnffered to tyrannize in the imagination, to 

blind 
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blind the difcemment, or oblfaraA purfuit ; to raife 
phantoms of honour, or befet life with fancied 
diftrefles. 

To be always afraid of lofing life, is indeed 
Icarcely to enjoy a life that can deferve the caie 
of prefervation. He that once indulges idle fean» 
will never be at reft. Our prefent ftate admits only 
of a kind of negative fecurity ; we muft conclude 
ourselves fafe when we fee no danger, or none in* 
adequate to our powen of oppofidon. Death in- 
deed continually hovers about us ; but hovers com- 
monly nnieen, unlefs we fharpenonr fight by ufe- 
lefs cnrioiity. 

There is alwap a point at which caution, how- 
ever iblidtous, muft limit its prefervatives ; be- 
caufe one terrour often coontera^ another. I 
once knew one of the fpeculatifts of cowardice, 
whofe predominant difturbance was the dread of 
houfe-breakers : his enquiries were for nine years 
employed upon the beft method of barring a win- 
dow ; and many an hour has he fpent in eftablifh* 
ing the preference of a bolt to a lock. He had at 
laft, by the daily fuperaddition of new expedients, 
contrived a door which could never be farced ; for 
one bar was fecured by another with fuch intricacy 
of fubordination, that he was himfelf not always 
able to difengage them in the proper method. He 
was happy in this fortification, till being alked 

VoL.V. Y Vsw 
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how he wonld efcape if he was threatened by fire, 
he difcoveredy that, with all his care« and all hi| 
expence, he had only been clofing the fang of de« 
ftrudlion. He then immediately tore off his bolts ; 
and now leaves at night his outer door half locked, 
that he may not by his own folly periih in the 
flames. 

There is one fpecies of terrour which thoie who 
are unwilling to fuffer the reproach of cowardice, 
have wifely dignified widi the name of atUipathj. 
A man who talks with intrepidity of the monfters 
of the wilderneii while they are out of iight, will 
readily confefs his antipathy to a mole, a weafel, 
or a frog. He has indeed no dread of harm from 
an infed, or a worm ; but his antipathy turns him 
pale whenever they approach him. He believes 
that a boat will tranfport him with as much ikfety 
as others ; but he cannot conquer his antipathy to 
the water. Thus he goes on without any reproach 
.from his own reflexions, and every day multiplies 
antipathiesy till he becomes contemptible to others, 
and burdenfpme to himfelf. 

It is indeed certain, that impreffions of fear may 
fometimes be unluckily made by objefts not in 
themfelves jufUy formidable ; but when fear is dif- 
covered to be groundleis, it is to be eradicated 
like other falfe opinions, and antipathies are gene- 
rally fuperable by a fingle effort. E[c that has 

been 
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been taught to dread a moufe^ if once he can per^ 

fuade himfelf to rifk one encounter, will fimd his 

own fuperiority, and exchange his terrours for the 

pride of conqueft. 

J am^ Sir, {s^r. 

Thraso« 



SIR, 

AS you profefs to extend your regard to the 
minutenefs of decency and accommodation* 
as well as to the dignity of fcience, and import-^ 
ance of feverer duties, I cannot forbear to lay be* 
fore you a mode of perfecution by which I have 
been exiled to taverns and cofFee-houfeSy and de-« 
terred from entering the doors of my friends. 

Among the ladies who pleafe themfelves with 
fplendid furniture or elegant entertainment, it is 
a pradUce, if not univerfal, yet very common^ to 
alk me how I like the carved work of the cornice, 
or the figures of the tapeftry ; the china at the 
table, or the plate on the iide-board ; and on all 
occafions to enquire my opinion of their judgment 
and their choice. Melania has laid her new watch 
in the window nineteen times, that (he may defire 
me to look upon it : Callifia has an art of drop- 
ping her fnuiF-box, by drawing out her handker- 
chief, that when I pick it up, I may admire it : 
and Fulgentia has conducted mej by miilake, into 

y 2 ^^cA 
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the wrong room, at every vifit I liave paid fisoe 
her piAure was put into a new firame. 

1 hope, Mr Rambler, you will infeiia dbem, 
that no man (hbold be denied the privilege of fi- 
knee ; and that though ladies may jofHy daim to 
be exempt from rudene(s, they have no rig^t to 
extort unwilling civilities. To pleafe is a laudable 
and elegant ambition, and is properly rewaided 
with honeft praiie ; but to fdze applaofe by vio- 
lence, and call oat for commendation, wiAoit 
knowing, or caring to know whether it be given 
from conviction, is a fpecies of tyranny by which 
modelly is oppreifed and iincerity corrupted. The 
tribute of admiration thus exaded by impudence 
and importunity, differs from the refpedt paid to 
iUent merit, as the plunder of a pirate from the 
merchant's profit. 

lam. Sir J {jTr. 

MiSOCOItAZ. 



SIR, 

YOur great predecefTor, the SpeBatw, endea- 
voured to diffufe among his female readers a 
defire of knowledge ; nor can I charge yoo, 
though you do not feem equally attentive to the 
conduct of the ladies, with endeavouring to dif' 
courage them from any laudable purfoit. But* 
liowevcr either ha or yoa may excite our caaikSxft 
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you have not yet informed as how it may be gra- 
tified. The world feems to have formed an uni* 
verfal confpiracy agamft our underftandings ; our 
enquiries are fuppofed not to exped anfwers, our 
arguments are confuted with a jeft, and we are 
treated like beings who tranfgrefs the limits of our 
nature whenever we afpire to ferioufneis, know- 
ledge, or improvement. 

I enquired yefterday of a gentleman eminent for 
affaronomical fkill, what made the day long in fum- 
mer, and ihort in winter ? and was told, that Nature 
protraded the days in fummer, left ladies ihould 
want time to walk in the park ; and the nights in 
winter* left they ihould not have hours fiifficient to 
fpend at the ciuxi-table. 

I hope you do not doubt but I heard fach in£)r- 
mation with juft contempt ; and deiire you to dif- 
cover to diis great ma&sr of ridicule, that I was 
very far fi^m wanting any intelligence which he 
could have given me. I afked the queftion with 
no other intention, than to fet him free ^m the 
neceflity of fdence, and to give him an opportuni- 
ty of mingling on equal terms with a polite aftem- 
bly into which fome accident had thrown him, by 
a kind introdudion of the only fubjed on which I 
befifved him able to fpeak widi propriety. 

Itm, lit. Genbrosa, 
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Caefifti mtBus quiam Jejuas ; ultima frirnds 
Ctdiat ; diffimks hie i-ir, #/ ilk fuer, 

OviDrf 



PORtian, a name eminent among the refto- 
rers of polite literatarey when he publifhed 
a colleftion of epigrams, to many of them 
prefixed the year of his age at which they were 
compofed. He might defign by this information, 
either to boaft the early maturity of his genius, or 
to conciliate indulgence to the puerility of his per- 
formances. But whatever was his intention, it is 
remarked by Scaliger, that he very 'little promoted 
his own reputation ; becaufe he fell below the pro- 
mife which his firft produdions had given, and in 
the latter part of life feldom equalled the fallies of 
his youth. 

It is not uncommon for thofe who are in their firft 

entrance into the world diftinguifhed for eminent 

attainments or fuperior abilities, to difappoint the 

^ggp which they have raifed, and to end in 

^El and obfcurity that life which they began in 

g celebrity 
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celebrity and honour ; and to the long catalogue 
of the inconveniencies of old age, which moral 
and fatyrical writers have fo copioufly difplayed, 
may be often added^ the lofs of &me. 

The advance of the human mind towards any 
objed of laudable purfuit, may be compared to 
the progrefs of a body driven by a blow. It 
moves for a time with great velocity and vigour, 
but the force of the firft impqlfe is perpetually de«> 
creafmg ; and though it (hould encounter no ob- 
fUcle capable of quelling it by a fudden ftop, the 
refinance of the medium through which it pafles, 
and the latent inequalities of the fmoothell furface 
will in a fhort time by continued retardation wholly 
overpower it. He that fi^ces his eyes upon any 
thing ^( a diftance, necefTarily lofes iight of all that 
fills up the intermediate fpace ; and therefore fets 
forward with alacrity and confidence^ nor fufpedb 
a thoufand obftacles by which he afterwards finds 
his paHage embarrafled and obfbudted. Some 
are indeed iiopt at once in their career by a fud* 
den fhock of calami^ty, or diverted to a different di-* 
redtion by the crofs impulfe of fome violent paf* 
fion ; but far the greater part languifh by flow de- 
grees, deviate at firfl into flight obliquities, and 
fcarcely perceive themlblvcs at what time their ar- 
dour fbrfook them» or when they lofl fi^ht of their 
original defign. 
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Wearinefs and negligeiice are perpctnalty pie. 
Tailing by fiknt encroachments, affifted by difie* 
rent caufes, and not fofpe^ed tiU ikey cannot 
without great difficulty, be oppofed. Labonr ne- 
cefTarily requires paufes of eafe and relaxation, and 
the gratificadoDS of eafe conunonly make os un- 
willing to return to labour. We, perhaps, prevail 
npon ourfelves to renew our efforts, but willingly 
liften to every argument for frequent interpofidom 
of aipuiement ; for when indolence has once en- 
tered upon the mind, it can fcarcdy be dj£jpoQs& 
ed but by inch efforts as very few are finmd wil]-> 
lag to exert. 

It is the fate of iadulby to be equally endan« 
gered by mifcarriage and fuccefs, by confidence 
and defpondency. He that engages ia a great 
undertaking by a falfe opinion of its ^ility, or too 
high conceptions of his own fbength, is eafily dif-* 
couraged by the iirff hindrance of his advance ; be- 
cauie he had pro^ifed himielf an equal and per- 
petual progreifion, without impediment or diffurb- 
ance ; and when unexpected interruptions break io 
updlf him, is in the flate of a man furprifed by a 
tempeft, when he purpofed only to baik in a calm, 
or fport in the ihallows. 

But it is not on^ common to find the difficulty 
of an enterprife greater, but the profit leis than 
hope had pictured it. Youth enters the world with 

veiy 
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very happy prejudices in her own favour. She i- 
inaginei herfelf not only certain of accompliihing 
her enterprifes^ but of obtaining thofe rewards 
which the accompliihment may deferve. She if 
not eafily per&aded to believe, that the force of 
merit can be reMed by obftinacy and avarice, or 
its lollre darkened by envy or malignity. She 
knows not, that the moft evident claims to honours 
or advancement may be rejected by malice againft 
convidtion, or by indolence without examination | 
that they msy be fomcdmes defeated by arti£ces« 
and fometimes overborn by clamour ; that, in th« 
mingled numbers of mankind, many need no other 
provocation to enmity than that they 6nd them* 
felves excelled j that others have ceafed their cu- 
riofity, and confider every man who fills the mouth 
of report with a new name, as an intruder upon 
their fecurity, and a diftnrber of their repofe i thkt 
many are engaged in complications of intereft 
which they imagine are endangered by every in« 
novation; that many yield themfelves up impli- 
citly to every report which hatred dii&minates or 
folly (batters 1 and that whoever aipires to the no- 
tice of the public, as he has in almoil every man 
an enemy and a rival, mufl ibruggle with the op* 
poiition of the daring, and elude the flratagems of 
the timorous, mufl quicken the frigid and foften 
the obdurate, muft reclaun perverfenefs and inform 
ftupidity, 

VOX..V. Z V. 
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- It is no wonder, that, when the hope of reward 
has vanifhed, the zeal of enterpriie ihonld ceafe ; 
for who would perfevere to cultivate the ibil which 
he has, after long labour, difcovered to be barren? 
He who had pleaied himfelf with anticipated 
praiies, and expeded that he fhould meet in every 
place with patronage or friendihip, will foon re- 
mit his vigour, when he finds, that fix)m thofe who 
deiire to be coniidered as his admirers nothing can 
be hoped but cold civility, and that many refufe 
to own his excellence left they fhould be expeded 
to reward it. 

A man thus cut off from the profpeft of that 
port to which his addrefs and fortitude had been 
employed to fteer him, too often abandons himfelf 
to chance and to the wind, and glides carelefs and 
idle down the current of life, without refolution to 
make another effort, till he is fwallowed up by the 
gulph of mortality. 

Others are betrayed to the fame defertion of 
themfelves by a contrary fallacy. It was faid of 
Hannihaly that he wanted nothing to the comple- 
tion of his martial virtues, but that when he had 
gained a vidlory, he fhould know how to ufe it. 
The folly of defifling too foon from fuccefsful la- 
bours, and the hafle of enjoying advantages before 
they are fecured, is often fatal to men of impetu- 
ous deiire and ardent imagination ; to men whofe 
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confciournefs of uncommon powers fills them with 
prefumption; and who having bom opposition 
down before them, and left emulation panting be- 
hind, are early perfuaded to imagine, that they 
have reached the heights of perfedion, and are no 
longer in danger from competitors ; and that there* 
fore they may now pafs the reft of their days in 
the enjoyment of their acquifttions, in contem- 
plation of their fuperiority, and in attention to 
their own praifes; and look unconcerned firoin 
their eminence upon the toils and contentions of 
meaner beings. 

It is notfufHciently coniidered in the hour of ex- 
idtation, that all human excellence is comparative ; 
that no man performs much, but in proportion to 
what others accomplifh, or to the time and oppor- 
tunities which have been allowed him ; and that 
he who ftops at any point of excellence, is every 
day finking in eftimation, becaufe the meafure of 
his worth is continually enlarged. Yet, as no man 
willingly quits opinions favourable to himfelf, they 
who have once been juftly celebrated, imagine that 
they ftill have the fame pretenfions to regard, and 
feldom perceive the diminution of their character 
while there is time to recover it. Nothing then 
remains but murmurs and remorfe : for if the 
fpendthrift's poverty be embittered by the reflexion 
that he once was rich, how much muft the idler's 

Z 2 obfcurity 



^ 



i8o The RAMBLER. N» laf. 

€b(aBity be dooded bj iVHMBberiag duit 1m OBtt 
luKilnbe? 

Thefe entNOB aD arife fioai t» oi^bial miCab 
of tlie true modves of adkm. He dut never tx- 
tends his mwhcTOiid the praifes or lewardiof 
men, will be dqeded by ae|^ed aad parfimoBf, 
or infatnated by honours and ^pphude. Bot tk 
confideradoii that life is onlydepofited in his^haadi 
to be emjjoyed in obedience to a mafter who wiH 
regard his endeanmrs, not his focceft, would have 
preferved him from tiivial elations and diicoorage- 
ments, and enabled him to proceed widi confianqr 
and chearfofatcfi. 
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PiNB* 



TH£ wrkert who hoft imdertakea che taik 
of recondlmg mankind to their pre&st 
fiate, and of relieving die difcontent pitv 
duced by die various diftributkm of terrefbial ad- 
vantagesy very frequendy remind us, diat we judge 
too haftily of good and evil ; that we view only 
the fuperficies of life, and determine of the whole 
by a very fmali part; and that in the condition of 
men it freqnendy happens, diat grief and iear, 
anxiety and deiire, lye hid under the golden robes 
of pro^terity, and the gioom of calamity is often 
cheered by fecret radiadons of hope and comfort ; 
as, in the works of natore, die bog is frequendy 
covered with fbwers, and tho ^apifi concealed m' 
che barroi crags^ 



i82 The R A M B L E R. N^ 128. 

Though none but thofe who have learned the 
art of fubjeding their fenfes as well as their reaibn 
to hypothetical fyftems, will be perfuaded by the 
moft fpecious rhetorician^ that the lots of life are 
equal ; yet it cannot be denied, that every one has 
his peculiar pleafures and vexations* that external 
accidents operate varioufly upon different minds, 
and that no man can exadly judge fix>m his own 
fenfations, what another would feel in the fame 
circumilances. 

If the general difpofition of things be eftimated 
by the reprefentation which every one makes of 
his own ftate, the world mull be confidered as the 
abode of forrow and mifery : for how few can for- 
bear to relate their own troubles and difh^fies ? If 
we judge by the account which may be obtained of 
every man's fortune from others, it may be con- 
cluded, that we are all placed in an elyfian region, 
overfpread with the luxuriance of plenty, and fan- 
ned by the breezes of felicity ; fince fcarcely any 
complaint is uttered without cenfure from thofc 
that hear it, and almoft every man is allowed to 
have obtained a provifion at leaft adequate to his 
virtue or his underftanding, and to poiTefo either 
more than he deferves, or more than he enjoys. 

We are either bom with fuch di£imilitude of 
temper and inclinations, or receive fo many of oar 
ideas and opinions from the (late 6f life in which 

we 
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we are engaged, or the particular objeAs by which 
we are furrounded, that the griefs and cares of one 
part of mankind feem to the other hypocrify*, af* 
iPedlation, and folly. Every clafs of fodety has its 
cant of lamentation, which is underftood or re- 
garded by none but themfelves ; and every part 
of life has its oneafmeflesy which thofe who do 
not feel them will not commiferate. An event 
which fpreads terrour and diib*a£Uon over half the 
commercial world, that aflembles the trading com- 
panies in councils and committees, and finks the 
hearts and ihakes the nerves of a thoufand ftock- 
jobbers^ is read by the landlord and the farmer 
with frigid indilFerencc. An affair of love which 
fills the young breaft with inceflant alternations of 
hope and fear, and fleals away the night and day 
from every other pleafure or employment, is re- 
garded by them whofe paiHons time has extinguifh- 
ed, as a trivial amufement, which can properly 
raife neither joy nor forrow, and which, though 
it may be fufFered to fill the vacuity of an idle mo- 
ment, fhould always give way to prudence and in- 
tereft. 

He that never had any other defire than to fill 
a cheft with money, or to add another manour to 
his eftate ; who never grieved but at a bad mort- 
gage, or entered a company but to make a bar- 
gain, would be aftonifhed to hear of beings known 
among the polite and gay, by the denomination of 



i 
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wis. Hoir would lie ^ape widi curiofitf, orgra 
widi anttm^ at the mataam of wmm who hsn 
BO wifli b«t to ^wdc what wat nerer i|N>ke before I 
whOy if they happen to inheiit wealth* oftn cz- 
hanft theb patriaKMues in tieatiBg ihofeidw will 
hear them talk; aad if they are poor, neglcA a 
thoofaiid opportmuties of imptofii^ ^tiar forcuaeiy 
for the pleafhre of onaking ochen lao^ ? How 
fkmlf WoqU he beliefe, that there are men wbo 
would nrthcr lofe a legacy than the reputation of a 
djftichi who think it leis dif|;race to want money 
than repartee ; whom the vexation of havii^ been 
foiled in a conteft of raillery, is fometimes fnffi* 
dcM to deprive of deep ; and who wonld efteem 
It a lighter evil, to mifs a profitable bargain by 
fome accidental delay, than not to have thou^ 
of a fmart reply till the time of producing it wu 
paft ? How little would he fufped, that this chiU 
of idleneff and frolic entered every aflembly with 
a beating bofdm, like a champion deputed tothe 
combat, and revolved the probability of applaufe 
with all the anxiety of a cOnfpirator ; that at the 
hour of retirement he often carried home, amidft 
all his airy negligence, a heart lacerated with en- 
vy, or deprefTed with difappointment ; and immu- 
red himfeif in his clofet, ^at he might difentangle 
hii memory at leifure, review the progrefs of the 
day, ilate with accuracy his lois or gain of reputa- 
tion, and examine the caufes of his failnre or fuc- 
Ccfaf 

^ Yet 
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Yet more remote from common concepdons it 
iht numerous and reftleis train of anxieties, by 
which female bajqpineis is particularly diflnrbed. 
A folitary philofc^her would imagine ladies ex- 
empt from care and ibrrow, lulled in perpetual &• 
puity, and feaifa!?d with unminjg^ pieafure : for 
what can interrupt the content of thofe, upon whom 
one age has laboured after another to confer ho- 
nours, and accumulate immunities j thofe to whom 
^U rudeness is infamy^ and infult is cowardice ; 
whofe eye commands the brave, and whofe (mile 
foftens the fevere; whom the iailor travels to 
^om, the ibldier bleeds to defend, aod the poet 
wears out life to celebrate ; who claim tnbote fipoqi 
every art and fcience ; and for whom aU who ap- 
proach them endeavour to refine delicacy, or mul- 
tiply delights, without requiring Scorn them any re- 
turn but willingnels to be pleafed? 

Surely, among theie favouritea of nature, thus 
unacquainted with toil and danger, felipty muft 
have fixed her'refidence : they muft know only 
the changes of more vivid or more gentle joys ; 
their life mufl always move either to the /low cnt 
fprightly melody of the lyre of gladneis ; they can 
never ai{emble but to pleaiure, or retire but to 
peace. 

Such would be the thoughts of every inan who 
ihould hover at a difiance round the world, and 

VOL.V, A ft \»RP« 
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Imow it Oflibr by oonjc&ore sbbL Ipfc iiratioti. Bit 
czpcricBOC wiD loon Gifcover bmr cifiljr dwfe are 
dHgofted wbo bave been made nioe by haory, and 
toidcr by indnlgence. He will Ibcm fee to how 
many dangers power is exp o fe dw^ndt kas no odier 
guard dian beauty, andboweafily tbattnD^dDi- 
ty is molefted which can only be foothed widi die 
fbngs of TanitY. It is impoffible to iiipply wants 
«s hft as an idle imagination may be aUe to fonn 
them, or to remove all inconYcnicncies by which 
impatience may be ofiended. None are fb hard 
to {^eafe as thofe whom (atiety of pleafore makes 
weaiy of themfelves ; nor any fi> readily provoked 
as thofe who have been always cootted with an 
emulation of ci'vility . 

There are indeed fome ftrokes which the envy of 
fate aims immediately at the fair. The miftrefs of 
Catullus wept for her fparrow many centuries ago, 
and lap-dogs will in the prefent age be fomedmes 
fick. The moll fafhionable brocade is fubjeft to 
ftains ; a pinner, the pride of Bruffelsy may be torn 
by a careleis waflier ; a pidhire may drop from a 
watch ; or the triamph of a new fuit maybe inter- 
rupted in the lirft day of its enjoyment, and all 
diHindtions of drefs be unexpedledly obliterated by 
a general mourning. 






Such is the ftate of every age, every fex, and 
try condition ; all have their cares, either fix)m 
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nature or from folly ; and whoever therefore finds 
himfelf inclined to envy another, ihould remem- 
ber, that he. knows not the real condition which 
he defires to obtain ; and that by indulging a vi- 
cious paffion, he muft leiTen that happinefs which 
he thinks aheady too fparingly beftowed. 



A a 2 N*i29, 



N*>ii9* Tuefday, Jwk li. ij^u 



Materiam^ qua fa ingeniojus^ bab$s. 
Pqffukt en terras ^ *et foffidet aquora Mims: 

Nee tellus nofira^ nee patet unda fuga. 

Refiat iter coelo: caelo tentahimus ire. 

Da veniam cafto, Jupiter alte^ meo. 

Ovid. 



THE greater part of moralifts, like other 
writers, inftead of cafting their eyes abroad 
into the living wortd, and endeayoaring 
to form from their own obfervadons new maxims 
of pradiice, and new hints of theory, content them- 
ielves with that fecondary knowledge which the 
perufal of books affords, and think themfelves en- 
titled to reverence and to fame by a new arrange- 
ment of an ancient fyftem, or new illuflration of 
eftablifhed principles. 

The fage precepts of the firft inibuflors of the 
world are tranfmitted from age to age with little 
variation, and echoed from one author to another, 

perhaps 
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perhaps with feme lofs of their origmal force at e^ 
very repercuffion. 

I know not whet&er any* other reafon than this 
idlenefe of imitation can be afligned for that uni- 
form and coniknt, partiality, by which hme vices 
hx^ hitherto efca)^ cet^ore, and fome viitoes 
wanted reconuneadatioa: nor can I di&orerwhy 
we have been wamed only againft part af on: e- 
nemiesj, while the leSt have been fuil«red to ileal 
upon ns widiout notice ; or why on one ikie tiie 
•heart has beea doubly fbrtified, while ic has kin 
xypen on the other to the zhcurfions of oroor, 
and the ravages of vice. 

Among ihe favoorke topics of morai dedasna- 
tion, mky be numbered the dangers and iiQ(caf- 
riages off imprudent boldnefs, t^ folly of attempts 
beyond our power, aind the necefTiqr of modeft dif- 
fidence and cautious deliberation. Every page of 
every philosopher is crouded with examples of te* 
merity^ which funk under the burdens that fhe 
laid upon hei^elf, And called out enemies to batiQe 
by whotti file was deftrc^red. 

Th^fe remaiks are ceitaihly too jnft to be dilu- 
ted, and too'ialotary to be reje)fi:ed. But there is 
likewife -fome danger left timorous prudence fhould 
be too fbongly inculcated, left courage ind enter- 
prife fhould be wholly reprefTed, and the mii^d 
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congealed in perpetual inadivity, by the fatal in- 
fluence of frigoriiic wifdom. 

Eveiy man fhould^ indeed, carefully compare 
his force with his undertaking i becade though wc 
ought not to live only for our own fkkes^ or a& 
without any other regard than to our own advan- 
tage, and though therefore danger or difficulty 
Ihould not be avoided merely becaufe-we are afraid 
of mifeiy or difgrace ; yet it may be juftly requi- 
red of usy not to hazard our lives, or throw away 
our labour, upon inadequate and hopelefs defigns, 
becaufe we might by a more juft eftimate of our 
abilities have become more uiieful to mankinds 

There is, doubtlefs, an irrational contempt of 
danger which approaches very nearly to the folly, 
if not the guilt, of fuidde ; there is a ridiculous 
perfeverance in impracticable fchemes, which is 
juHly punifhed with ignominy and fcorn. 

But in the wide regions of probability, which are 
the proper province of prudence and eledUon, there 
is always room to deviate on either fide of reftitudc, 
without rufhing againft apparent abfurdity ; and, 
according to the inclinations of nature, or the im- 
preifions of precept, the daring and the cautious 
may move in different dire£lions, without touching 
upon raihnefs or cowardice. 

That 
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That there is a middle path which it is every 
man's duty to find and to obferve, is univerfally 
confeded : but it is likewife univerfally acknow- 
ledged, that this middle path is fo narrow that it 
cannot eafily be difcovered, and fo little beaten 
that there are no certain marks by which it can be 
followed ; and the care of all thofe who have un- 
dertaken to condu^ others has been, that they 
fhould» whenever they decline into obliquities, be 
certain to tend towards the fide of fafety. 

It can, indeed, raife no wonder that temerity has 
been generally cenfured ; for it is one of the vices 
with which few can be charged, and which there- 
fore great numbers are Veady to condemn. It is 
the vice of noble and generous minds, the exube- 
rance of magnanimity, and the ebullition of ge- 
nius ; and is therefore not regarded with much ten- 
demefs, becaufe it never flatters us by that appear- 
ance of foftnefs and imbeciUity which is common- 
ly necefTary to conciliate companion. But if the 
fame attention had been applied to the fearch of 
arguments againfl cold defpondency, againft the 
mean and cowardly dereliftion of ourfelves, and 
the folly of prefuppofing impoflibilities and antici- 
pating difappointments, I know not whether many 
would not have been roufed to ufefulnefs, who, ha- 
ving been taught to confound prudence' with timi- 
dity, never ventured to excel left they fhould un- 
fortunately fail. 



ipa Tbc RAMBLER. N"" 129. 

It is always neceffiuy to dfflingui(h our own in- 
tereft £rom that of others ; and that difdndUon will 
perhaps 2&k ns in £xing the joft limits of caution 
and adventgxoafiiefs. In an undertaking that in* 
volves the ha^^neG or die iaftty of othen, we 
have certainly no right to hasaid more than is al« 
lowed by dioie who partake the dangers : hot 
where only oorfelves can {aSer by mifcarriage, we 
are not confined within fuch narrow limits ; and 
(till lefs IS Uie reproach of temcrityt when many 
will receive advantage by fuccefs, and only one be 
saoommoded by failure. 

Men are generally willing to hear precepts by 
which eafe is fevoured ; nor is any refentment rai- 
fed by general reprelentations of human folly, e- 
ven in thofe who are moft eminently jealous of 
comparative reputation. We confeis, without re- 
ludance, that human beings are ignorant of their 
own weaknefs, and therefore ^quendy prefume to 
attempt what they can never accompliih : but ic 
ought like wife to be remembered, that they are no 
let; ignorant of their own powers, and might per- 
haps have accomplifhed a thoufand defigns, which 
the prejudices of cowardice refbained them from 
attempting. 

Jt is obfcrved in the golden veHes of Pythagoras, 
that poujer.zs ne<ver far from necejjity. The vigour 
of the human mind is ibon difcovered, when there 

■ 
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is no longer tny place for doubt aii4 liefitation» 
vken diffid«iu:e is abfiurbed ia the fenfe of daager, 
or oyerwhelmed hy ibme rej&ftlds paffion. We 
dien £ooa difcover, tkax difficid^ is, for tiie moft 
part, the daughter of idlene^ i that the obftadca 
with which pur way feemedtQ be obftruAed, were 
otdy phaftoms v^ch we believed real, becauie we 
dxarik fioc advance to a <A^e examination ; and leara» 
that it is not to be determine wichoat experience 
how much conftaney may endive or diligence per« 
fom. 

But whatever plei^ure may be Ibcuid in die re* 
view of diftreflas when tat or icenrage has Air« 
mounted them,^BW will be peifaaded to wifli, diat 
th^ may be awakened by want or terrour to the 
conviction of their own abilities. Every one 
ihodd dierefore endeavour to invigorate himfelf 1^ 
reason and refledUon, and determine to exert, in 
any laudable undertaldng, whatever latent force 
nature may have reported in him againft the honr 
of exigence, before external violence ihould con- 
tribute to enforce his efforts. It is below the di- 
gnity of a reafonable being, to owe that vigour to 
necellity which ought always to z&. at the call of 
choice, or to need any other motive to induftry 
and perfeverance, than the defire of performing the 
4uties of his condition. 

Refle£tions that may at lead drive away delpair. 
Vol. V. B b cwssw^ 
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cannot eafil7 be wanting to him who has taken t 
Sarrvf of die worldy and confiden how much life 
is now advanced beyond the fiafie of naked, on- 
difbiplinedy luunftru&ed nature. Whatever hai 
been efieded for convenienoe or elegance, while 
it was yet unknown, was believed impoffiUe; and 
therefore would never have been attempted, hid 
not feme, more daring than the reft, adventured 
to bid defiance to prejudice and cenfure. Nor it 
there yet any reaibn to doubt that the fame Ubour 
might be rewarded with the fame fiiccefs. There 
are certainly innumerable qualities in the produSs 
i)f nature yet uHdifcovered, and innpmerable com- 
binadons in the powers of art yet untried i apd it 
is the duty of every man to endeavour, that fome- 
thing may be- added by his induftry to thfi heredi- 
tary aggregate of knowledge and happinefs. To 
add much, can indeed be the lot of few ; but to 
^d fomethingy however little, every one may 
hope i and of every honeft endeavour, it is cerr 
tain, that, however unfuccefsful, it will be at la(l 
jrewarde4. 



N'*I30. 
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Nonjtcfraia novo vere Jeantia 
^Jlatis caUda di/poliat vapory 
Sa<vit folftitio cwn medius diesy 
Uifulgpr teneris qui radiat gems 
Momenta rapitnt^ nuUiique non diei 
Fofmofi Jpolium corporis abftulit. 
Res eft forma fugax, ^isfapiens hoHo 
Cot^fidat fragiU ? ■ 



Senbca; 
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^ I Ri 

YOU have very lately obfen^ed, that, in 
the numerous fubdivifions of the world, 
every dafs and order of mankind have 
jOys and forrows of their own, and feel hourly 
pain and pleafure from events which pafs unheed- 
ed before all other eyes ; but can fcarcely commu^ 
nicate their perceptions to minds preoccupied by 
different objects, any more than the delight of 
well-difpofed colour* or harmonions founds can be 

£ b 2 vsv^'U^sA. 
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imparted to fuch as want the fenfes of hearing or 
of fight. 

I am fo ftrongljr convmced of the joflnefs of this 
remark, and have on fo many occafions difcovered 
with how little attention Pride looks upon calamity 
of which fhe thinks herfelf not in badger, and In- 
dolence liftens to comidaint wh^ if is not echoed 
by her own remembrance ; &at tiioa|^I km a- 
bout to lay my Hie before yoo, I i(iXBflkm whether 
you will condefeend to-perufe my muratlVey or 
without the help of Jome female fpecidarift be able 
to underhand it. 

I was bom a beauty. From the dawn of reafon 
I had my regard turned wholly upon myielf, nor 
can I recoiled any thing earlier than praiie and ad- 
miration. My mother, whofe face had luckily ad- 
vanced her £6 a condition above her birth, thought 
no evil fo great as deformity. She had not the 
power of imagining any other defeft than t doudy 
complexion or difproportidnate feature ; afid there- 
fore contemplated me as an afTemblage of all that 
could raife envy or defire, and j^redided with tri- 
mnphant fondnefs the extent of my eonqu^fts, and 
the number of my ilaves. 

8he never mendoaed any of my young acquaint- 
ance before me, but to lesiark how fiiueh they fell 
below inei how •&€ wottl4 bave had a £ne face 

but 
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but thftt her eyea wtire without luftrt) how ano- 
ther (koek th,^ fight at a diftance, brit wanted mj-. 
hair ahd leeth ^ a neatet vieW ; hoW another dif- 
grkeed in degadt ihape with a brdWn (kin i haW 
{o^»e had ftort fingerai, and othete had diia^pitsf m 
SL wrong pkw** . 

As Aie f Ji^dled no hapfnnefi nor adrdntags but 
frombeanty, fhetiioiight nothing bat beantjrwar**' 
thy of Her ttae 1 and her matem^ kindnefs wai,: 
theitefbre^ chiefiy dicercifed in cohtrivances to pro-^ 
teA ine from any aotident that might defaoe meT 
i^idk a icar, or fbdn me with a fr^kle. She ne» 
ver th(mght me foffldently fhaded from the fun, or 
fcreened firom the fire. She was ferere or isdul^ 
gent with no other intention than the prefervation 
of nyf&i&i ihc tocefed me from wcrrk^ left I 
fhoidd learn to haiig doWn my head, or make toy 
finger hard lArith a needle } ike fnafithed away faf 
bodcy • beoaafe a yoang lady in the neighbourhood 
had made hdr eyes red with reading by a catidle; 
ihe woeld fcarcely fuffer me to eat left I ihoidd 
^poil my fhi^e, nor td walk left I fhould fwell my 
ancle ilrith a fprain. At nightt i was actarately 
furveyed from hedd to foot, Idft I fhould hate fhf-* 
fered any diminafion df my chi^fto in the adveii- 
ttires of the day; ftfiki wa^s never p0n&itted fo 
fleep, till I hadjmflsd dirddgh the <?Gifi»etiO difei^ 
pline ; in which was a regular luftration performed 
with bMn:-'flowtr<q¥at«r $aaA m^yMw^t ittid ny 

baia 
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luir WIS pofmned with variety of iiiigaeiitB» hf 
Ibme of which it was to be rhickmrdi and by o- 
thcn to be caikd. Theibftneftof my hands was 
fccnred by medicated gloves; and my boibm nib- 
bed with a pomade prepared by my mother, of Tir- 
toe to difcais pimpl^y and dear difoadoiacions. 

I was always called np early, becanfe the mora- 
ing air gives a fiefhneis to die cheeks ; bat I was 
placed behind a curtain in my modier^s chamber, 
becanfe the neck is eafily tanned by the rifing fim. 
I was then drefied with a thonfimd precantions, 
and again heard my own prailes, and triomphed 
in the compliments and prognoftjcations of all that 
approached me. 

My mother was not fb mnch prepofleffid vnth 
an opinion of my natmal excelloicies, as not to 
think feme cultivation neceflary to their comple- 
tion. She took care that I ihould want none of 
the accomplifhments included in female education, 
or confidered as necefTary in fafhionable life. I 
was looked upon in my ninth year as the chief or« 
nament of the dandng-mafler'sJball ; Mr Jriet vkd 
to reproach his other fcholars with my performan- 
ces on the harpficord ; and at twelve I was remark- 
able for playing my cards with great elegance of 
mamier and accuracy of judgment. 



\ 



At laft the time came when my mother thought 

me 
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me perfedt in my exerdfes, and qualified to difplay 
in the open world thofe accomplifhments which 
had only been difcovered in (eled parties or do« 
meftic affemblies ; and preparations were there-» 
fore made for my appearance on a public night* 
which fhe confidered as the moft important and 
critical moment of my life. She cannot be charged 
with negledling any means of recommendation, or 
leaving any thing to chance which prudence could 
afcertain. Every ornament was tried in every po.^ 
fition, every friend was confulted about the colour 
of my dreisy and the mantuamakfars were harrafled 
with diredions and alterations. 

At laft the night arrived from which my fiiturd 
life was to be reckoned. I was drefled and fent 
out to conquer, with a heart beating like that of 
an old knight-errant at his firft ially. Scholars 
have told me of 9. Spartan matron, who, when fho 
ient her fon to battle, bid him bring bade his 
fhield, or be brought upon it. My venerable pa« 
rent difinifled me to a iidd, in her opinion of equal 
glory, with a command to fhew that I was her 
daughter, and not to return without a lover. 

I went, and was recdved, like other pleafing 
novelties, with a tumult of applaufe. Every man 
who valued himfelf upon the graces of his perfbn, 
or the elegance of his addrefs, crouded about me, 
and wit and fplendour contended for my notice. I 
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probation. When I had fingled out one 60m the 
left as more worthy of encouragement, I proceed- 
ed in my meafurcB by the rules of art : yet when 
the ardour of the firft vifits was fpent, I generally 
found a fudden dedeniion of my influence 1 I felt 
in myielf the want of ibme power to diverfify a- 
mnfementy and enliven converiation ; and could 
not but fufped, that my mind failed in performing 
the promifes of my face. This opinion was foon 
confirmed by one of my lovers, who manied £a- 
^nuia with lefs beauty and fortune than mine, be* 
caufe he thought a wife ought to have qualities 
which might make her amiable when her bloom 
waspaft. 

The vanity of my mother would not fuffer her 
to discover any defe& in one that had been formed 

- by her infb*u£iions, and had all the excellence 
which ihe herielf could boaft. She told me, that 
nothing fo much hindered the advancement of a 

^ woman, as literature and wit j which generally 
frightened away thoie that could make the bell 
fettlements ; and drew about them a needy tribe 
of poets and philofophers, that filled their heads 
with wild notiohs of content, and contemplation, 
and virtuous obfcurity. She therefore enjoined 
mQ to improve my minuet-ftep with a new French 
dancing-mafter, and wait the event of Ae next 
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'-Fatit accidi cUi/qut, 

~- Et altfiUces, aifiros fuge. Sidera rtilt 
- Vt £ftaat, etfamitta mart, Jtc utile rtBo. 

LucAN, 

rHerc is feared}' any lentinient in which, 
amidlt the innainerable varieties of incli- 
nation that nature or accident have fcat- 
»1 in the world, we find greater numben con- 
ting than in the wilh for riches ; a wifh indeed 
>revalent, that it may be conSdered as univerikl 
~ tranfcendenta], as the defire in which all other 
.res are included, and of which the various pur- 
ss which aftuate mankind, are onl^ fabordinate 
:ies, and different modifications, 

A^ealth is indeed the general centre of inclina- 
k, the point to which all minds prefcrve an in' 
iable tendency, and from which they after- 
rds diverge in numberlefs dirc^ona. What- 
T is the remote or ultimate defign, the imme- 
.te care is to be rich ; and in whatever enjoy- 
int we intend finally to acquiefce, we fddom 
ilider it as attainable but by the means of jno- 
it of which all theiefiire confefe the valiicj not 
^ere an^ dlfagreement but about the ufe, 

X^cre is fcarcely any pa£oa 'w\a^ xv^gaa ^ 
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not affift us to gratify. He that places his happi- 
nefs in foH cheAs or numerous dependants, • in re« 
£ned praife or popular acclamation, in the accu- 
mulation of curiofities or thJa Mvets of luxury, in 
iplendid cdificb3 or. wide pUmtations, mud itill 
either by birth or acquiiltion pofTefs riches. . They 
may be confidered as the elemental principles of 
pleafure, which may be combined with endlefs di- 
verfity; as ^ ei&ntial ind n^celfary &bibiice» 
of which the farm only b to be adjtifted by choice. 

r 

m 

. The necefixty of riches being thus appa r en t, it is 
tiot wonderful, that almofb evetymind has been 
taiploycd in endeavours to.aoqiBre |hem; diat 
^idtitudes have vyed vrith each other in arts by 
which life is furnifhed with accommodations, and 
which therefore mankidd may reafonably be ex-* 
pefled to rewards 

It had indeed been happy had this predominant 
appetite operated only in concurrence with virtue, 
and inilaenced none but thofe who were iseak>iis to I 
fleferve what they were eager to poffefs, and had 
abilities to improve their own fortunes, by contri- 
bmting to the eafe or happinefs of others. To have 
riches and to have virtue would then have been 
the fame, and fuccefs might reafonably have been 
Confidered as a proof of merit. 

But wc dp not find that anj^ of the defires of 

VBLcn 
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men keep a ftated proportion to their powers of at- 
tainment. Many envy and dclire wealth, who 
can never procure it by honeft induftry or ufeful 
knowledge. They therefore tnrh their eyes about 
to examine what other methods can be found of 
gaining what none, however impotent or worthleis^ 
can be content to want. 

. A little enqsif/ will difcevel', that fhete Mf 
fiearer ways to profit than t^r^ngh ^ faifiidi-' 
cies of art, of np the Aeeps of l^bottf i tW wKit 
wifdom and virtue icarcely ireeeiv6 at ^ dofe of 
life, as the retdmpence of long toil aiid repealled 
efforts, is brought wii^ih the r6aeh ef liilitilfy HxA 
difhohefty, by more ei^pedhioos sthd t6ibpendioii» 
meafures ; that the wealth of etedtiky h itn opeaf 
• prey to falfehood, and that the pofTeffions of igno- 
rance and imb^dllity ktt eadly withdrai^ by die 
fecret conveyances of artifice, or feieed by did 
gripe of unrefifted violence. 

{ It is likewife not hard to difcover, diat ^hes iA* 
' ways procure proteftion fof themfelves ; that dicy 
dazzle the eyes of enquiry, divert the celefit^ of 
purfuit, or appeafe the ferocity of vengeancaei 
that when any man is incoiiteftably ktiown to havt 
large pofleflions, ^ry lew think it requisite to en- 
quire by what pradlices they Wer6 obtained ; that 
the refentment of mankind rages only againil the 
fbruggles of feeble and timorouB cotruption \ Vva^ 
that when it has furmounledtihfe it^OY^'^fiCvwx, "Sx 
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is afterwards fopported by favour, and animated 
by applatife. 

The proijpedl of gaining fpeedily what is ardent*, 
ly defiredy and die certainty of obtaining by every 
acceffion of advantage an addition of fccurity, have 
fo far prevailed upon the paflions of mankind, that 
the peace of life is deftroyed by a general and in- 
ceiTant ffatiggle for riches. It is obferved of gold, 
by an old ^pigrammatift, tksiX ta Aave it is to Se i» 
fiar^ and, to ivofit it is to he in forrotJii, There is 
^0 condition which is not difquieted either with the 
care of ^ning or of keeping money 1 and the race 
qi man may be divided in a political eflimate be- 
tween thofe. who are pradifing fi^aud, and thofe. 
^ho are repelling it. 

If we cpnfidet the prefent ftate of the world, it 
v^ill be found, that all confidence is loft among 
mankind ; that no m^ ventures to a6l, where 
money can be endangered, upon the faith of ano- 
ther. It is impoffible to fee the long fcrolls in 
which every contradl is included, with all their ap- 
pendages of feals and atteftation, without wonder- 
ing at the depravity of thofe beings, who muft be 
reitrained from violation of promife by fuch formal 
and public evidences, and precluded from equivo- 
cation and fubterfuge by fuch pundlilious minute- 
nefs. Among the fatyrs to which folly and wic- 

kednefs have given occalion, none is equally feverc 

with a bond or a. fetxlemenx^ 
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Among the varions arts by which riches may be 
obtained, the greater part are at the fiifl: view irre- 
concileable with the laws of virtue. Some are o- 
penly flagitious, and piaflifcd not only in negleA, 
but in defiance' of faith and juftice; and the 'reft 
are on every fide fo entangled with dubiom ten- 
dencies, and fo befec with perpetual temptations, 
that very few, even of thofewho are not yet abaii' 
doncd, are able to preferve their innocence, or can 
produce any other claim to regatd, than that tkcy 
have deviated from the right lefs than others, and 
have fooner and more diligently endeavoured to 
return. 

One of the chief characterises of the golden 
age, of the age in which neither care nor danger 

had intruded on mankind, is the community of 
pofleffions ; by which flrife and fraud were ejfclu' 
ded, and every turbulent paflion Was tltllcd'by 
plenty and equality. Such were indeed hzppy 
times ; but fuch times can return no more. Com- 
munity of pofleflion muft always include fponta- 
neity of produftion ; for what is only to be obtain- 
ed by labour, muft be of right the property of him 
by whofe labour it k gained. And while a right- 
ful claim Co pleafure or to affluence mnlt be procu- 
red cither by flow induftry or uncertain hazard, 
there will always be mnltitndes whom cowanlice 
or impatience will incite to more fafe and more 
fpeedy methods ; who will fludy to pluck the iruit 
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iFvithoiit cultivating the tree, and to (hare the ad* 
^rantages of vidoiy without partaking the danger 
^dic battle. 






In lat^r ages, the c(mvi6U«n ef'the dangef to 
which virtue is expoTed, while the miod conthmes 
open to the influence of riches, has determined 
-many to vows of perpetual poverty. They have 
fnpprefled defire by cutting <^the poffibfli^ of gra- 
tification, and fecured their peace by deiboying 
-tiie enemy whom they had no hope of reducing te 
quiet fubje^tion. But, by debarring themfelves 
from evil, diey have refcinded many opportuni- 
ties of good ; they have funk into inactivity and 
vfcleffii^; and if they have forbom to injure fb- 
ciety, they cannot be confidered as contributors to 
its felicity. 

While riches are fo neceflkry to prefent conve- 
nience, and fo much more eafily obtained by 
crimes than virtues, the mind can only be fecured 
from yielding to the continual impulfe of covetouf- 
nefs by the preponderation trf" other motives. Gold 
will generally turn the intelle^ual balance, wlien 
weighed only againfl reputation 5 but wil] be light 
and inefFeflual when the oppofite fcale is charged 
withjufHce, veracity, and piety. 
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